
34 ASSEMBLY.)

constituents. I know we are facing major
problems, and these problems will increase.
I thank members, and Particularly you,
Mr President, for the courtesy you have
extended to me by listening to my speech.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. A. A. Lewis.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Assembly Personnel

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.m.

?Cergiatatiue Asrmblg
Tuesday, the 30th July, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) (4.31 p.m.): I move-

That the member for Kalamunda
(Mr Thompson) be appointed Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr McPHARLIN: I have much pleasure
In seconding the motion.

Question Put and Passed.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

THE SPEAKER: I wish to Inform the
House that I have appointed the member
for Vasse (Mr Blaile), the member for
Katanning (Mr Old), and the member for
Canning (Mr Bateman) to be Deputy
Chairmen of Committees during the pres-
ent sesion.

THE PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Digest 1973a: Tabling

THE SPEAKER: I have for tabling a
document entitled The Parliament of
Western Australia: Digest 1973. As a brief
explanation of the presentation of this
paper, I would explain that it is the result
of a decision made by the Joint Printing
Committee of last year; and it contains
some valuable information in the form of
a synopsis of the proceedings of the 1973
session. I submit it to the House as an
additional and I think valuable service to
members.

The paper was tabled (see paper No 1).

QUESTIONS (39): ON NOTICE
HEALTH

Atmospheric Pollution: Monitoring
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the atmosphere of the Perth

metropolitan area been tested in
1974 for the amount of-
(a) nitrogen dioxide:
(b) ozone;
(c) nitrogen oxide;
(d) nitric dioxide;
(e) carbon monoxide;
(f) particle matter?

(2) What were the results of such
tests?

(3) In what areas were they carried
out and on what dates?

(4) What monitoring of the atmo-
sphere for pollutants is carried out
at Medina?

(5) What are the results of such
monitoring, if any?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

(a) to (d) Yes. Total oxides of
nitrogen area measured.

(b) Yes.
(e) Yes.
(f) Yes.

(2) The most recent results, for June
1974, for the Perth city area are
as follows:
Total oxides:

Mean for month-53 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

Highest 24 hr.
micrograms
metre.

Ozone:

reading-142
per cubic

Mean for month-32 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

Highest 8 hr. reading-120
micrograms Per cubic
metre.

Highest 1 hr.
micrograms
metre.

reading-128
per cubic

Carbon monoxide:
Mean for month-2.9 parts per

million.
Highest 8 hr. reading-BS5

parts per million.
Particulate matter:

Mean for month-1O micro-
grams Per cubic metre.

Highest 24 hr. reading-SB
micrograms per cubic
metre.

(3) Essentially in the central business
district, with supplementary re-
sults from suburbs, on a continu-
ous basis.
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(4) Sulphur dioxide and Particulate The Australian Government
matter.

(5) Sulphur dioxide:
Mean for month-a micro-

grams per cubic metre.
Highest 24 hr.

micrograms
metre.

reading-12
per cubic

Particulate matter:
Mean for month-i micro-

gram per cubic metre.
Highest 24 hr. reading-6

micrograms Per cubic
metre.

2. HEALTH
Milk and Foodstuffs: Radioactivity Checks

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Are there any regular checks made

in Western Australia on the con-
tent of iodine 131 in cows' milk?

(2) If so, what have been the results
of such recent tests?

(3) Are samples of soil, rainfall,
meats, vegetables, fruits and grain
products from Western Australia
being continuously sampled for
radio activity?

(4) If "Yes', what are the recent
results of such tests?

(5) Has there been testing for any
other toxic residues in-
(a) cows' milk;
(b) breast milk,
in Western Australia in 1974?

(6) If "Yes", what are the results of
such testing?

RIDGE replied:
Yes.
These checks
Australian C
recent results h
available.

3.

are made by the
iovernment and
ave not been made

I am sorry. That should read "the
Commonwealth Government" in-
stead of "the Australian Govern-
ment".

Mr Davies: Didn't you read the
instruction?

Mr RIDGE: The answer continues-

(3) Yes.
(4) Air and water are examined

qualitatively daily for radio -activity and the amounts esti-
mated on a weekly sample,
A sample on the 24th July
showed small quantities of fission
products from a recent nuclear
explosion. Weekly tests have
shown less than 0.1 pico-curie per
cubic metre of air. Thc sample
for the week ended 26th July has
not yet been estimated.

examines samples of soil, milk,
rainfall and wheat flour from
W.A., but the recent results have
not Yet been made available.

(5) (a) Yes.
(b) Yes.

(6) Cows' Milk:
Dieldrin-range 0.000 8-0.004

p.p.m.
DDT & Metabolites--range

0.000 2-0.004 p.p.m.
(Gamma ERG.. Lindane-

0.000 3-0.004 p.p.m.
and H.C.B.-0.001 ppm.)

Breast Milk, Seven samples only
were tested.

DDT-0.09-0.24 ppm.
Dieldrin-0.007-0.5 p.p.m.
Aldrln-0.003-0.01 p.p.m.
H.C.B.-0.004-0.07 p.p.m.
(Gamma ERG.. Lindane-one

report only-OQ00l p.p.m.)
The high dieldrin 0.5 (p.p.m.)
content in breast milk was
obtained from a mother from the
Northern Territory who had a
baby at the Kununurra Hospital.

PETROLEUM
Lead Additives: Hazards

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Transport:
(1) Has the Australian Transport

Advisory Council discussed the
hazards of lead additive in
Petroleum?

(2) If "Yes" what was the date of this
discussion and what were the
conclusions reached at this meet-
ing?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Control of motor vehicle

emissions, including lead parti-
culates, has been discussed by the
Australian Advisory Council at
each regular half-yearly meeting
since the 33rd meeting in Febru-
ary, 1971. A permanent ATAC
body known as the committee on
Motor Vehicle Emissions is
responsible for advising the
Council. For the 43rd meeting
held in Darwin in July this year,
COMVE produced a document
entitled "Air Pollution and the
Motor Vehicle in Australia-
1974 Review", which summarises
all of what is known about enis-
sions, and steps taken in Aus-
tralia to date to control them.
The document points to further
things that might be done and it
will be discussed in some detail at
the 44th meeting of ATAC to be
held in Melbourne in February.
1975.

Mr
(1)
(2)
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The review document would I
think answer the Member's ques-
tion more adequately than I can
at question time. I have a copy
of the document with me for him
and I ask only that when he has
read It he return it to the Director
General of Transport.
Western Australia's position on
emissions generally is that it has
adopted ATAC recommendations
though it insisted that the recom-
mendations be factually based on
good quality data and research
and that the relationship between
costs to the community and
benefits to the community of any
emissions control proposal be
made clear.
As the Member will see from the
review the cost of reducing lead
emissions or eliminating them
altogether is very large indeed.

INTEREST RATES
Relief: Appltcaf ions

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Who are the members of the

committee established by the Gov-
erment to deal with hardship
caused by high interest rates?

(2) How many applications for relief
have been received by the com-
mittee?

(3) what kinds and quantities of
relief have been afforded?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Convener:

Mr R. B. MacKenzie, Chair-
man, State Housing Com-
mission, and Leader of
Housing Study Group.

Members:
Mr K. Birks, Assistant Under

Treasurer.
Mrs D. S. May, representing

consumers.
Mr G. Gadsdon. President,

W.A. Building Societies'
Association.

Mr H. Sorenson, W.A. Perman-
ent Building Societies'
Association.

Mr A. J. Dolin, W.A. Permanent
Building Societies' Associa-
tion.

Mr S. Brown, President, Fed-
eration of Terminating
Building Societies of W.A.

Mr A. M. D. James, Chairman,
Associated Banks of W.A.

Mr D). Hopson, Representing
Rural & industries Bank
of W.A.

5.

Mr I. Ferres, Chairman. -WA.
Division, Life Offices
Association.

Secretarial services are being
undertaken by the Housing Study
Group.

(2) and (3) The endorsed policy is
for those seeking relief due to
the increases in interest rates by
the permanent and terminating
building societies, the savings
banks and the life offices to apply
in the first instance to the lend-
ing Institution which would
restructure the mortgage to
maintain the same percentage of
income as being originally com-
mitted to the mortgage repay-
ment, with liability extending to
95% of valuation.
Those cases where a restructur-
ing of the mortgage could not be
undertaken by the above lending
institutions will be referred to the
relief committee. So far, no cases
of this category have been refer-
red.
Where a mortgagor is being
financed by other than the above
home financing institutions, he
applies directly to the housing
study group, care of The State
Housing Commission. Generally,
it is expected that these cases will
be those who have entered Into
short term fixed mortgages
pending availability of home fin-
ance from one of the principal
sources of home finance, viz.
building societies, savings banks
or life offices, and who are unable
to re-negotiate an extension at an
adequate term and an interest
rate within their capacity to pay.
To date, four cases of the fixed
mortgage type have been received
because the Mortgagor has been
unable to refinance through one
of the principal sources in view
of the limited liquidity in the
economy. These cases have been
investigated and will be referred
to the relief committee which will
be meeting on 31st July, 1974.

WATER SUPPLIES

Rivers: Salt Content

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:

what are the respective salt con-
tent readings for each of the fol-
lowing rivers for each of the years
1970. 1971, 1972. 1973, 1974 (read-
Ings having been taken at the
same time each year)-

Warren; Donnelly; Wilgarup:
Perup; Tone; Franklin?

4,
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Mr O'NEIL replied: (3) What research evidence is avail-
The information requested is con-
tained in the attached schedules,
which I table.

The schedules were tabled (see paper No.
110).

6. HEALTH
Foods tufts:, Date Stamping

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Was the date stamping of food-

stuffs discussed at the Food
Standards Committee (National
Health and Medical Research
Council) at its meeting on 14th
June?

(2) If "Yes" what decisions were
reached by the committee?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) There was no meeting of the Food

Standards Committee of the
National Health and Medical
Research Council on the-date re-
ferred to by the Member, nor at
any time in the vicinity of that
date, but I can assure him that a
meeting- is scheduled for August.

(2) Answered by (1),

'7. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Cockcburn Sound: Discharge of Cyanide

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) Has there been any indication

that cyanide has been discharged
into the water at Cockburn
Sound?

(2) Which industries located on
Cockburn Sound use cyanide in
their processes?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) None.
(2) The Member will appreciate that

there are numerous industries
located near Cockburn Sound. A
tchnical detail such as this can be
obtained on consultation with
those industries.

B. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Cockeburn Sound: Discharge at Heated

Water
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) What is the temperature eleva-

tion and the volume of water per
hour being discharged into Cock-
burn Sound by each of the
various industrial enterprises?

(2) What effect does the discharge
of such heated water have upon
the environment of Cockburn
Sound?

able to support the answer to
(2) ?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) The Member will recollect that he

asked similar questions of the
then Minister for Environmental
Protection on 17th November.
1971, as will be noted in the
Hlansard record page 51 of that
date, and I am advised that there
has been no appreciable change in
the answers to his questions.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

9. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Cockburn Sound: Discharge of Gypsum

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environmnent:
(1) What regular tests are made In

relation to the discharge of
gypsum into Cockburn Sound so
far as to determine-
(a) water alkalinity at the pipe-

head;
(b) the degree of settlement of

gypsum on the sea bed:
(c) the effect of gypsum on plant

and animal life?
(2) Who conducts such tests?
(3) What were the dates of the

tests carried out so far in 1974?
(4) What were the results of the

tests mentioned in (3)?
(5) Has C.S.B.P. ever been asked by

the Government to remedy alter-
ations in the sea bed caused by
its discharge of gypsum into the
Sound as laid down In section
27 (2) of the Industrial lands
(Kwinana) Agreement Act?

(6) If "Yes" what were the results of
these requests?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) (a) None.

(b) Physical and hydrographic
measurements.

(c) Studies are made as conditions
warrant.

(2) The Environmental Protection
Authority Plus consultants.

(3) Since the tests are continuing it
is considered Premature to release
less than complete results.

(4) Answered by (3).
(5) This matter is more appropriately

referred to my colleague, the
Minister for Industrial Develop-
menit, who administers the Indus-
trial Lands (Kwlnana) Agreement
Act.

(6) Answered by (5).
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10. HIGH SCHOOLS (2) Fresh fish collected from Cockburn
Increase in Number and Locations
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) How many new high schools will

be needed to implement the Policy
of having no more than 1 000 stu-
dents in the high schools and no
more than 400 in the senior high
high schools in-
(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) country areas?

(2) When will the first of the fifth
year students be transferred from
the present senior high schools
to the new senior high schools
containing only 400 fifth and
sixth year students?

(3) What is the precise location of
the first of these new senior
high schools?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (3) Investigations and early

planning are not Yet sufficiently
advanced to provide the precise
information requested.

Mr Davies: I thought they were ad-
vanced before the election.

HEALTH
Fish: Testing for Polychlorinated Biphenyis

Compounds
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the testing of fish for residues

of polychlorinated-biphenyls
compounds being carried out
locally on wet and canned fish?

(2) If "Yes' what are the details of
such tests with special reference
to sampling and results of
analysis?

(3) If "No" will he consider the
immediate implementation of
such testing?

(4) Have there been any restrictions
placed on the sale of polychlorin-
ated-biphenyl compounds (PCB)
in the Past three Years?

(5) If "Yes" what are these restric-
tions?

(6) If "No" to (1), is it intended
that such restrictions will be im-
posed?

(7) Has there been any extension of
the use of polychlorinated-
biphenyl compounds in the past
three years?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Testing of the kind referred to by

the Member has been carried out
by laboratories of the Public
Health Department on fresh and
frozen fish.

Sound and frozen fish imported
from overseas were submitted for
analysis but in no case was any
evidence of polychlorinated
biphenyls found at the level cap-
able of being detected by the
laboratory.

(3) Answered by (1).
(4) Yes.
(5) Restrictions conforming with the

recommendations of the National
Health and Medical Research
Council have been voluntarily
placed on the sale of PCB's by the
Australian suppliers, so that they
are now available only for use in
totally enclosed systems not con-
tributing to pollution of the
environment.

(6) Answered by (4).
(7) No. There has been a significant

reduction in the volume and range
of uses of PCB's in Australia dur-
Ing the period referred to by the
Member.

12. SCHOOLS
Admission of Four and Five-year-olds:

Implementation
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) What steps have been taken to

implement the attendance at
Primary school of four and five-
year old children and when will
the scheme commence?

(2) Will such children be admitted
during each term or on a half-
Yearly basis?

(3) What change in teacher training
will be necessary to Prepare for
the induction of younger children
on a "semi formal" basis?

(4) What would be the additional
cost of the scheme?

(5) Will special classrooms and toilet
facilities be Providzd for four and
five-year old children?

(6) What special equipment and Play
areas will be provided?

(7)

(8)

What class numbers are con-
sidered desirable for these pupils?
What provisions will be made for
professional staff ?

(9) Are details of the curricula
available?

(10) If "Yes" will he Provide details?
(11) If "No" when will such detail be

available?
(12) What "education"

expected to flow
restructuring?

benefits are
from such

(13) Upon what research findings is
the scheme based?

11.
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (13) The Minister for Educa-

tion has appointed an expert com-
mittee to advise on the imple-
mentation of the policy on a
Phased basis. Such aspects as age
and time of admission, nature of
curriculum, facilities, staffing and
costs are under full consideration.
Details of these Investigations
have not yet been finalised and
therefore, it is not possible to
Provide the detailed information
requested.

Mr Davies: 1 thought you did this
before the election.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Admission of ll-pear-oids

Mr A. Rt. TONKCIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) When will eleven-year-old child-

ren attending State schools be
admitted to high schools?

(2) What steps will be taken to pro-
vide for co-ordination in this
respect between Government and
nont-Government schools?

(3) What is the attitude towards
eleven-.year-olds attending high
schools by the-
(a) non-Government school sec-

tor;
(b) the State School Teachers'

Union;
(c) the W.A. Council of State

School Organ isations;
(d) the Pre-school Education

Board of Western Australia;
(e) the Pre-school Teachers'

Union?
(4) What provisions have been made

or are Planned for the curricula
for the new "first" year students?

(5) Upon what research findings is
the proposal based?

(6) What are the educational bene-
fits which are expected to flow
from such a scheme?

(7) What is the "special tertiary Pre-
paratory course" for senior high
school students mentioned in the
Premier's policy speech?

(8) How does such a course differ
from existing courses?

(9) Has the non-Government school
sector been invited to co-operate
in the development of such a
.,special" course?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (9) Priority has been given to

implementation of the Policy with
regard to children in their fifth
year of age. Preliminary discus-
sions only, have been held with
regard to the eleven year old stu-

dents. It is thus not possible to
provide, at the present time, the
detailed information requested.

Mr Davies: I repeat my earlier inter-
jection.

14. FAUNA PROTECTION
Lake Gnangara

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna:
(1) What conditions have been

placed upon Mallina Mining and
Exploration Company with re-
spect to its dredging of Lake
Gnangara, especially regarding
the protection of fauna?

(2) What minerals are to be obtained
from this operation?

(3) When is it expected that the
operation will commence?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) The following conditions have

been placed upon Mallina Mining
and Exploration Company with
respect to its dredging of Lake
Onangara:
(1) The applicant shall only wine

by dredging in open water or
by drag-line in areas where no
surface water exists on min-
eral claims located on Lake
Gnangara. Mining of Lakes
Joondalup, Jandabup and
Mariginup shall not take place
until the Authority is satisfied
from the applicant's activities
on Lake Onangara that dredg-
ing can be carried out in such
a manner that it will not
cause a deterioration to the
flora, fauna, water quality and
foreshore area of Lakes joon-
dalup, Jandabup and Marigin-
UP.

(2) The applicant shall submit in
the first instance a Metro-
politan Region Scheme
Development Application con-
sisting of a map giving the
location of the dredge for
commencement of work and
the site location for the land
based operation, plus detailed
plans relating to the design
and construction of the dredge
and its platform, the slurry
transport line to shore, land
based building and permanent
structures, access roads,
power lines and excavation
sites, if any, to the Authority
prior to the establishment of
mining operations on each
lake. Approval to this applica-
tion must be obtained from
the authority in writing prior
to any work being undertaken
on the mining claims or the
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land based site. Thereaf ter,
alterations or improvements
of a major nature need only be
submitted to the authority.
Shire agreement is also re-
quired to overall plan due to
a likely effect on seasonal
recreational usage of the
lakes. A plan showing the
Proposed landscaping to
screen the development while
in operation and to restore the
operational area upon com-
pletion of each lake project is
required to accompany the
development application.

(3) The applicant shall not de-
posit or discharge any litter,
rubbish or waste, including all
chemical, mineral, petroleum
or organic matter into the lake
area or on to its foreshore
or within one kilometre above
high water mark.

(4) The applicant shall not pro-
cess the dredged material on
the site other than to de-
water the slurry for trans-
port Purposes. All dredged
material must be removed
from the site as the dc-water
process is completed. Shire of
Wanneroo to agree to the
location of the Processing
plant and upgrading of roads
to cater for transportation of
material at applicant's cost.

(5) The applicant shall not return
any washings, dredge slurry
or other material extracted by
dredging or drag-line from the
lake or wetland system unless
it can be demonstrated to the
authority that the said
material does not differ in
chemical content, pH, colour,
odour, bacterial level or any
other character from the
original material found in the
lake Prior to dredging.

(6) The applicant shall confine
his dredging plant to a plat-
form raft not exceeding 10
metres by 10 metres with a
draught of 1 metre and the
housing for equipment, includ-
ing motors and pumps, shall
be insulated to reduce noise
levels. The dredge shall be
painted white for purposes of
safety so as it can be readily
recognisable by persons utiliz-
ing the lakes for recreational
activities.

('7) The applicant shall mark by
floating buoys or signs placed
in proper places on the dredge
platform, slurry pipes, wrap-
ping wires and all other

obstacles placed in the lake in
accordance with the regula-
tions set out for navigable
waters in the Harbour and
Lights Act. In addition, leg-
ible warning notices shall be
Placed and maintained by
the applicant in proper posi-
tions to warn persons of any
danger that may exist.

(8) The dredge or drag-line shall
not operate within 30 metres
of the normal shoreline or
high water mark, whichever
is applicable, nor shall it re-
move material from a depth
greater than 5 metres in any
part of the lake. In addi-
tion a minimum of 25% of
the present existing surface
vegetation must be left un-
disturbed. Before dredging
operations commence the
authority must approve in
writing the proposed program
so as areas of high priority
for flora and fauna can he
surveyed and marked in the
field so that they remain in
their present state. The cost
of survey and marking must
be met by the applicant and
cardied out to the satisfac-
tion of the authority. Exist-
ing shore slopes must be
maintained in their natural
state.

(9) During the mining operation
when a dredge is used in open
water the applicant shall have
fitted to the head or water
intake portion of the dredge
a shield which will minimize
the dispersement of the mate-
rial particles into the lakes
water.

(10) The slurry pipeline from the
dredge to the shore base shall
not exceed 20 ems in outside
diameter and shall be placed
on the bottom of the lake at
all times.

(11) The applicant shall operate
from one shore base site (the
location to be agreed upon by
the Shire under the initial
development application) on
each lake which will contain
naturally, or through propa-
gation by the applicant a
screen of native trees and
shrubs so that the land based
operation is screened from the
view of the public.

(12) The applicant shall not stock-
pile dredged material which
after de-watering shall exceed
500 tons in weight. In addi-
tion the stockpile must be
kept at a height not to exceed
3 metres.
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(13) The applicant shall take a
minimum of four (4) water
samples per quarter, being
sixteen (16) samples annually,
in places in the lake, pre-
established by the authority,
and have these samples ana-
lysed at the applicant's
expense by the Goverrnent
Chemical Laboratories in
Perth for total soluble salts,
PH, colour, odour, nitrates.
phosphates and a 5 Day ROD,
the results of these tests
must be made available to
the authority upon demand.

(14) The applicant shall accept
that the samples of soil,
water vegetation and bacteria
previously taken by the vai-
ous Government Departments
(Public Works Department,
Agriculture. Health, Mines
Department and Fisheries and
Fauna) for analysis in the
Government Laboratories
shall be considered the base
line data for future reference
as to what conditions were
present in and around the
lakes prior to the mining op-
eration.

(15) The applicant shall plan the
dredging operation so as the
removal of material is com-
pleted for each dredge loca-
tion before commencing a
new location and that once
a lake or wetland system has
been completed the applicant
must remove the dredge and
land base site from the area.
Each lake must be mined
separately and mining on
each lake must be completed
and restoration of landscape
undertaken prior to the com-
mencement of operations on
any other lake.

(16) Upon completion of operations
the applicant shall remove
from the lake or shore base
site all litter, rubbish and
waste, including chemical,
mineral, petroleum or organic
matter, construction material
and other apparatus. The
shoreline site must be re-
formed to the natural con-
tour of the land and if fill is
required only clean sand will
be allowed. All costs of clear-
ing, cleaning, landscaping
and transportation of fill
must be borne by the appli-
cant.

(17) The applicant shall bear the
cost of developing the land
based mining site by land-
scaping and grassing to the
satisfaction of the authority
and shall return the site free
of charge to the Government

for public open space within
two Years of the mining
operation ceasing on the min-
eral claim for the particular
site Involved.

(18) The applicant shall. submit to
the authority each June a
detailed report with accom-
panying maps setting out the
year's operations, tonnage of
material extracted, contours
of the bed of the lake that
has been formed since dredg-
ing operations and work pro-
posals for the forthcoming
year.

(19) The applicant shall not, with-
out the consent in writing of
the authority, assign or under-
let any of the rights and privi-
leges hereby granted by the
authority to the applicant.

(20) If disagreement arises bet-
ween the applicant and the
authority on matters concern-
Ing the mining operations on
the mining claim or the land
based storage site and its
effect on the flora, fauna or
the environment the Minister
for Fisheries and Fauna shall
act as an arbitrator in these
matters and his decision shall
be binding on both the appli-
cant and the authority.

(21) If the applicant fails to abide
by any of these conditions the
authority may apply to a
court of competent jurisdic-
tion for an order prohibiting
the applicant from carrying
out any mining operation in
the area of the claims or for
other relief appropriate in the
circumstances.

(22) The authority, or shire, by
their authorised officer, or
agent, may enter upon the
area of the mineral claim at
any reasonable times and the
applicant shall accept all
reasonable suggestions made
by them directed to the pre-
servation of flora, fauna and
the environment generally.

(23) If the applicant fails to carry
out any of its obligations re-
lating to the restoration of
the area of the claim the
authority may make good the
failure and cost of doing so
shall be a debt due to the
authority.

(24) This agreement shall be re-
negotiated with the applicant
and the authority on the
grounds of up-dating the re-
quirements for mining within
a period not to exceed 8 years.
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(25) Prior to mining the applicant primary schools and will the ad-
to satisfy the authority that
the applicant's mining opera-
tions will not adversely affect
the Integrity of any water
table.
Reference:
In the conditions the follow-
ing terms shall be defined as
follows:-

1. The Applicant-Mallina,
Mining and Explora-
tion N.L.

2. The Authority-The
Shire of Wanneroo and
The Department of
Fisheries and Fauna.

3. Land based site-Shall
be that area selected by
the Mining Company
for the landing of its
dredged material.

(2) Diatomite and peat.
(3) An application to commence work

has not yet been received by the
authority.

(See condition (2) in answer to
the first part of the question
and definitions appended to the
conditions.)

SCHOOLS
Admission of Five-vear-olds:

Pilot Scheme
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) (a) Has the Pre-School Education

Board selected pilot schools
for the acceptance of children
in their fifth year;

(b,) if so. will he enumerate
them?

(2) (a) What is the basis of selection
of these pilot schools;

(b) will the selection of pilot
schools be carried out by the
Pre-School Education Board,
the Education Department, or
the Minister for Education?

(3) (a) Will kindergartens and prim-
ary schools operate together
as an overall scheme;

(b) if so, will parents have a
choice as to which a par-
ticular child may attend?

(4) Will any cost by way of fees be
incurred by parents who opt to
send a child to a kindergarten?

(5) Is it envisaged that financial
assistance to kindergartens will
be affected In any way by the pro-
posed new scheme?

(6) Will the status of kindergarten
teachers be altered with the ad-
vent of pre-school classes in

ministration of kindergartens be
subject to change?

Mr MENSAROS repfled:
(1) (a) No.

(b) Not applicable.
(2) (a) and (b) The Minister for

Education has appointed an ex-
Pert committee to advise on the
implementation of the scheme.
The recommendations of the com-
mittee are not Yet available for
the Minister's decision.

(3) (a) Kindergartens will continue
to operate under the Pre-
School Education Board and
Primary schools under the
Education Department.

(b) Yes.
(4) The Present Policies of the Pre-

School Education Board will con-
tinue to apply.

(5) and (6) No.

16. LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Report of Commissioner for Consumer

Protection
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:
(1) Has the report of the W.A. Lamb

Marketing Board from the Com-
missioner for Consumer Protec-
tion been received by the Govern-
ment?

(2) Will he table a copy of the report
In the Legislative Assembly?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The report in its present form Is

a confidential report and is being
studied by a Cabinet Sub-com-
mittee. A decision on the release
of the non confidential parts of
the report 'will be made at the
completion of this study.

CANE TOADS
Consignments to Western Australia
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many cane toads which

escaped from Perth Airport early
in July are still unaccounted for?

(2) For what specific purpose was
this particular consignment of
cane toads being imported into
Western Australia?

(3) Who was responsible for their
introduction?

(4) Ujnder what supervisory authority
was the consignment at the time
the cane toads escaped?

(5) (a) Have cane toads been de-
dlared vermin in this State:

(b) If so, when, and if not is it
proposed to do so?

1'7.

15.



[Tuesday, 30 July, 1974) 4

(6) What measures are being taken
to prevent a recurrence of this
episode?

(7) How many separate consignments
of cane toads have there been
brought into Western Australia In
the last three years, and what
number was Involved In each con-
signment?

Mr MOPHARIJIN replied:
(1) It Is possible that up to six toads

may still be at large. From a con-
tainer in which reputedly 50
toads were consigned, 50 are now
accounted for. However, the
consignor has Indicated that
several additional toads were In-
cluded. In the past he has in-
cluded up to six extra toads per
consignment.

(2) For use in high schools as a biology
teaching aid.

(3) Westralian Biological Supplies.
(4) The toads were in the TAA cargo

terminal awaiting collection.
(5) (a) Yes.

(b) 12th April, 1950.
(6) Further importations have been

prohibited pending an inquiry.
(7) 47 consignments totalling 10 250

toads.
The number involved varied from
50 to 500 toads per consignment.

18. BRIDGETOWN HOSPITAL
Commencement

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health;
(1) (a) Have plans, specifications and

contract documents for the
proposed new hospital to be
built at Bridgetown been
completed:,

(b) if not, when is It expected
they will be completed?

(2) When Is It anticipated that work
on the new hospital at Bridgetown
will be commenced?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) Answered by (a).
(2) Tenders will be called when

funds become available.

19. BRIDGETOWN RAILWAY DEPOT
Closure

Mr H-. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:

Following the investigations of
the commnittee comprising the
Permanent heads of the Railways
Department, the Department of
Industrial Development and the
Public Works Department which
was set up to examine the rami-

fications of the proposed closure
of the Eridgetown railway depot.
will he advise-
(a) the recommendations brought

down by the committee; and
(b) the intention of the Govern-

ment with regard to the pro-
posed removal of the Bridge-
town railway depot?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) and (b) No. Further investi-

gations are at present being
carried out following recent
discussions with the Bridge-
town people. A further in-
vestigation has been requested
and until final details of this
are completed it is not pro-
Posed to release details of the
Government report.

20. PLUMBERS
Deep Sewerage License

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is it Possible for a plumber to

study by correspondence for a
deep sewerage license?

(2) If not, could such a course be
initiated to assist country trades-
men who can take their practical
examination in their own locality,
to qualify without the necessity
of coming to the city for exam-
ination?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No.
(2) Plumbing courses are available at

Geraidton and Bun bury with a
full-time instructor at each, Kal-
goorlie and Albany offer a limited
training course.
Correspondence courses for theory
subjects at license level are not
available at present and would
require to be written. It Is under-
stood that qualified staff for such
course writing is not readily avail-
able.
Country Towns Sewerage, Public
Works Department, issues licenses
to suitable personnel carrying out
water and sanitary plumbing work
in country towns which are
sewered.

21. COUNTRY PARTY MEMBERS
Political Designation on Nomination

Forms
Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

what were the respective political
designations, stated on their in-
dividual nomination forms, for
the Members elected to represent

43



44 ASSEMBLY.)

the districts of Narrogin, Mer-
redln-Yilgarn, Roe, Katanning,
Mt. Marshall and Stirling, at the
general election held on 30th
March. 1974?

Mr O'NETL replied:
Narrogin-Country Party/Nation-

al Alliance.
Merredin-Yilgarn-National Al-

liance.
Roe-Liberal.
Katanning-Country Party/Na-

tional Alliance.
Mount Marshall-National Alli-

ance.
Stirling--Country Party.

22. LAND AT MAYLANUS PENINSULA
Use by Highway Patrol

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

As Press statements he made
concerning the proposed highway
Patrol made reference to certain
proposals involving land on the
Maylands peninsula, will he now
table the plans which indicate the
Proposed usage of such land by
the highway patrol?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Our first concern has been to
plan the structure and responsi-
bilities of the new body and pro-
duce the legislative framework
for it. This work is in hand now.
It will be some time before we are
able to consider in detail what use
might be made of any land avail-
able on the Maylands Peninsula.

23. LAND AT MAYLANDS PENINSULA
Conditions of Transfer

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Lands:

When Press statements were being
made concerning the proposed
single traffic authority or highway
patrol, the Minister for Transport
made reference to certain pro-
posals involving land on the May-
lands peninsula. Will he table
correspondence between the De-
partment of Lands and Surveys
and the Australian Government
concerning the conditions on
which the old Maylands aero-
drome was handed over to the
Department of Lands and Surveys
by the Australian Government?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Correspondence between the De-
partment of Lands and Surveys
and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment indicates a condition of
sale was that the land in ques-
tion should be set aside for all

24.

time for use as an "A" Class Re-
serve for public open space and
police Purposes and the appro-
priate correspondence is submit-
ted for tabling as requested.

The correspondence was tabled (see
paper No. 111).

DENTAL CLINIC
Manning: Construction

Mr MAY, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Health:
(1) On what date did construction of

the dental clinic located in Mt.
Henry Road, Manning, com-
mence?

(2) When is it anticipated the com-
plex will be completed and in
operation?

(3) What are the reasons for the con-
siderable delay which has occur-
red in connection with this pro-
ject?

(4) Have the staffing arrangements
for the clinic been fin alised and,
if so, would he indicate details,
please?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) 6th September, 1973.
(2) Subject to negotiations with the

liquidator handling the contrac-
tor's affairs, it is hoped that the
dental therapy school buildings
will be completed in September,
1974 and in operation shortly
thereafter.

(3) The contractor has gone into
liquidation. This has created
problems with sub- contractors.

(4) The dental therapy school was
established in February, 1974. It
is fully staffed and is operating
in temporary premises.

25. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Aiwest Project:

Approach to Commonwealth
Mr MAY, to the Premier:
(1) Have the State Government and

representatives of the companies
involved in the Alwest project
completed arrangements for a
package deal to be presented to
the Australian Government?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated the
joint approach will be made hav-
ing regard for the fact the talks
were conducted on 4th July, 1974?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) NO.
(2) The joint venturers, together with

Reynolds, are still1 examining ways
of financing the Project in a. man-
ner acceptable to all parties, In-
cluding Governments.
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Meanwhile, the Department of
Environmental Protection is pre-
paring an environmental review
for presentation to the Common-
wealth as part of a total submis-
sion.
It is anticipated that the submis-
sion will be completed in the next
few weeks.

26. SCOTIA NICKEL MINE
Cave-in

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the cause of the unfortunate

cave-in at the Scotia nickel mine
been determined?

(2) If so, would he make available the
departmental findings?

(3) Has the mine been cleared for
future development?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) The mine has been cleared to

develop the main ore body below
the 830 ft level which was not af-
fected by the cave-in, and to
develop the ventilation airways
necessary for both this purpose
and subsequent stoping in depth.

27. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Pilbara Plan: Feasibility Study

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Pilbara feasibility study

been completed?
(2) In view of the world wide interest

in the project, will he table the
report during the current session
of Parliament?

(3) Is it the Government's intention
to disband the Pilbara feasibility
study group on completion of its
current investigations?

Sir CHARLES COURlT replied:
(1) No.
(2) The final form of the report can-

not be anticipated. There may be
sections containing information
about Proposals which it would
not be in the State and national
interest to make public.
Normally, I would expect that,
with the reservation I have made,
the report would be made public
by tabling, and in other ways.

(3) 1 would expect the group to be
disbanded, except for any small
section to be retained in the De-
partment of Industrial Develop-
ment to maintain continuity of
interpretation, etc., on comple-
tion of its current task.

28. RAILWAYS
Eneabba-Dongara Line

Mr MAY. to the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) Has a decision been reached con-

cerning the building of a 3 ft 6Bin
railway line from the Eneabba
mineral sands area to Dongara?

(2) If "Yes' when is it anticipated
construction will commence and
be completed?

(3) Because of the susceptibility of
zircon to contamination what pre-
cautionary segregation procedures
will be adopted regarding the
transport of the various minerals?

(4) Will the State Government be re-
sponsible for the provision of the
various types of rolling stock
which will be required?

(5) Did the feasibility study disclose
justification for the construction
of the railway from Eneabba to
Dongara?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Despite a feasibility study prov-

ing the Eneabba-Dongara railway
an economically viable project, an
approach to the Commonwealth
Government seeking an allocation
of funds to build the railway was
rejected, as indicated in the fol-
lowing reply received from the
Prime Minister under date of 11th
July, 1974-

"My dear Premier,
You wrote to me on 3rd July
asking that the request for Aus-
tralian Government financial
assistance for the proposed
railway from Eneabba to Don-
gara , as submitted by your pre-
decessor, be proceeded with. You
have also informed me, in your
letter of 14th June, that your
State does not intend proceed-
ing with any negotiations on
the Australian Government's
offer to accept a transfer of
ownership of your Government's
railways.
MY Government believes that
the current state of the nation's
railways Presents a national
problem that can only be
tackled effectively on a national
basis.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr O'CONNOR: It is contrary to your

leader's request. He asked for the
money.

Mr May: Answer the question.
Mr O'CONNOR: I am doing so. Mem-

bers opposite may wish to give
the State to the Commonwealth
but that is not our intention.

The SPEAKER: I suggest the Minister
answers the question.
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Mr O'CONNOR: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. The letter from the
Prime Minister continues as fol-
lows--

As a consequence any financial
assistance that the Govern-
ment is prepared to make
available should be for the pur-
pose of helping to solve this
national problem. The Eneabba-
Dongara rail proposal does not
appear to f all into this cate-
gory. If, however, your Goy-
ermnent is unable to raise the
capital for a railway project
which, according to the infor-
mation provided by the State,
is commercially very attractive,
then perhaps it may wish to re-
consider the decision to close the
transfer discussions."

(2) If funds can be made available
to proceed, the work is expected
to be completed in approximately
sixteen months from date of com-
mencement.

(3) The wagons would be cleaned be-
tween each movement of mineral
sands of a different nature.

(4) The cost of all rolling stock has
been included in the total expen-
diture estimates.

(5) Answered by (1).

MINING BILL
ItrToduction

Mr MNAY, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) In view of the considerable time

given over the past two years by
the mining industry and all poli-
tical parties to study carefully all
aspects of the mining legislation,
is It the intention of the Govern-
ment to proceed with the mining
Bill this session?

(2) If not, what are the reasons for
delaying the introduction of the
Bill?

(3) Is he aware if, because of their
expert experience in processing
mining matters generally, the
officers of the Mines Department
consider that it would be in the
best interests of the mining in-
dustry and the State to have the
legislation upgraded?

(4) When is it anticipated that ap-
propriate legislation will be intro-
duced?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(4) It is hoped that appropriate leg-
islation will be introduced in the
next session of Parliament.

30. ANIMAL NUTRITION RESEARCH
OFFICER

Replacement
Mr P. V. JONES, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it correct that an animal nutri-

tion research officer has resigned
his position with the Department
of Agriculture?

(2) If so, is it intended to replace this
officer by re-advertising the posi-
tion he formerly held?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr
(1)
(2)

MOPHARLIN replied:
Yes.
and (3) Yes, but not immediately.

31. COUNTRY PARTY MEMBERS
Political Designation on Statistical Returns

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:
(1) How many candidates for the 30th

March State elections indicated
their party designation as Country
Party?

(2) Who were they?
(3) What designation will be shown

against these candidates in the
statistical return presented by the
Chief Electoral Officer?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Two.

This figure does not include can-
didates who showed a combina-
tion of Country Party and Na-
tional Alliance.

(2) Stephens, Matthew Ernest.
Gayfer, Harry Walter.

(3) There is no statutory requirement
for the Chief Electoral Officer to
present a statistical return. How-
ever it is proposed that these
would be shown with the designa-
tion National Alliance.

32.

(1) NO.
(2) It Is intended to re-assess the re-

sults of the Mining Committee
inquiry.

(3) I am aware of opinions expressed
by Mines Department officers in
the course of their duty in advis-
Ing the Minister of the day.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Clothing: Inquiry into Price

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

As he has now had time to fur-
ther consider my question con-
cerning an immediate inquiry by
the Commissioner for Consumer
Protection into alleged excessive
marks-ups by some clothing re-
tailers of imported clothing, would
he alter his approach adopted on
Thursday, 25th July, and now
agree to my request for an
inquiry?

29.
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:
As a result of a request in Feb-
yuary 1974 by the Commonwealth
Minister for Overseas Trade, an
interdepartmental committee was
formed to Investigate whether the
benefits of tariff cuts were passed
on to consumers. This presum-
ably would cover clothing as well
as other Items affected. It is not
considered to be the function of
the Consumer Protection Bureau
to carry out investigations of this
type.

33. UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE OF
ADVANCED EDUCATION

Pilbara
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:-

in respect of the Premier's an-
nouncemnent in the Sunday In-
dependent an 21st July that a
university or college of advanced
education will be established in
the Pilbara within the next three
year&--
(a) has the Western Australian

Government consulted offici-
ally with the Australian Gov-
ernment's Department of
Education or its Minister or
with the Australian Universi-
ties Grants Commission or
with the Australian Commis-
sion on Advanced Education
In respect of this question;

(b) if the abovementloned re-
sponsible authorities find the
Premier's promise to be im-
practicable, does the State
Government propose to pro-
ceed with the establishment
of the university or college of
advanced education at its
own cost;

(c) which centre in the Pilbara
has been chosen for the
establishment of the above-
mentioned university or col-
lege of advanced education;

(d) does the Western Australian
Government propose to in-
clude the establishment of a
university or a college of
advanced education in the
Pilbara in its submission to
the Universities Grants Com-
mission for the next trien-
nium?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
It is assumed the Member's ques-
tion refers to the Sunday Times
and not Sunday Independent of
21st July.
The Premier made no announce-
ment about a "University or tech-
nological Institute" as mentioned

in the Sunday Times, being estab-
lished in Pilbara, within the next
three years.
The appropriate extract from the
Liberal Party State election north
west policy Is-

In association with resource
development-

We will establish some ad-
vanced forms of tertiary edu-
cation by 1971, for which
planning and preparation will
commence immediately.

The appropriate extracts from the
Premier's address in Newman on
20th July are-

The kind of co-operation I think
of is implicit in our plans to
provide the Pilbare. region
with tertiary education on an
advanced scale by 1977.
Education is very much a part
of our drive toward the
swiftest possible development
throughout the North--in the
Pilbara, in the Kimberley, and
in the Gascoyne.
You know1 as well as I know,
that the ancillary services which
row up naturally around new

developments usually provide
twice as many jobs as the ori-
ginal industry.
For that reason, we need a
stable population in our north-
ern areas.
We need well developed towns,
with locally elected local gov-
ernments to work closely with
the people of their areas, and
with the State Government.
I will go on record as saying
that we have little chance of
achieving that ideal unless we
can offer people successful and
continuing careers in the areas
of their choice.
In these days, more than ever
before, education is the key to
success and satisfaction in liv-
ing . ., and more than ever, ter-
tiary education Is the aim of
ambitious young people.
Unless we provide the oppor-
tunities for that kind of edu-
cation, particularly in the tech-
nical field, we cannot hope to
attract to the isolated regions
of this State the kind of per-
mnanent populations on which,
alone, real development can be
predicated.
It will he no goad planning ter-
tiary education facilities for
the Pilbara, when the need is
already urgent.
We are planning now, so that
we will be able to confront the
need with the means at exactly
the appropriate time.
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Existing tertiary Institutions in
Western Australia are already
studying ways of achieving the
197'? objective following which
long term tertiary education pro-
grammes will be vigorously pur-
sued-and through the appropri-
ate channels.

34. IMMIGRATION
Building Company Nomination Scheme

Mr BRYCE. to the Minister for
Immigration:

Will he table a copy of the latest
regulations pertaining to the
operation of the building company
nomination scheme?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
A copy of the State Immigration
conditions governing acceptance
of nominations under the Assisted
Passage Scheme submitted by
housing companies is tabled.'
The conditions were tabled (see
paper No. 112).

35. COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTELS

Number, Accommodation, and Criteria for
Establishment

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many secondary school

hostels are there in Western
Australia?

(2) Which schools are attended by
the students In each respective
hostel?

(3) How many-
(i) boys;
(it) girls.
are accommodated in each hostel?

(4) How are the members of the
administrative committee of the
hostels chosen?

(5) What are the criteria employed in
deciding to establish such a
hostel?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) 15.
(2) and (3)-

Hostel
Albany Bo..........
Albany Girls (M.%ethodist)
Albany Girls (Priory) ..
Bonbury ....

Carnarvon
Moora
Esperanco
Geraldton Boys.
Geraidton Girls
Katanning ..
Merredin ............
Narrogin .......... ....
Northam Boysva ..
Northamn il.........
Port Hedlanci

(4) The Chairman of the Country
High School Hostels Authority
convenes a meeting of towns-
people, representatives of local
churches, community organisa-
tions and shire councillors.

(5) The decision to establish a hostel
is made after the research branch
of the Education Department has
carried out a survey to determine
the immediate and future demand
for hostel accommodation.

36.

37.

In general,
tential for
students to
position.

there should be po-
growth to some fifty
assure a viable pro-

SCHOOLS
Admission of Five-year-olds:

Cost

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the Government still intend

to proceed with its election
promise to introduce five year

Olds into the primary schools?
(2) If so, what is the estimated cost

of providing-
(a) the necessary extra staff;
(b) the necessary extra buildings?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) and (b) An expert committee

is examining methods of phasing
the introduction of the scheme.
Casts for staffing and buildings
are not yet available.

HOUSING
Northk-West: Investigation

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
(1) With reference to the

election promise to "
gate the possibility of

8
Acco
2nd'

Schools attended Boys
Albany Senior High School......... .. 7
Albany Senior High School
Albany Senior High School
Bunbory Senior High School 39
Btmnbury Technical Collegef
Carnarvon Senior High School . 23

* Central 'Itilands Senior High School . - 7
Esperance Senior High School .... 49
Crraldton Senior High School .. 77

*(1rildton Senior High School ....
Katannintg Senior High School _. I.. 29
M1erredin Senior High School..................65
XNarrogin Senior High School...... ...... 102
Northam Senior High School.... ........... 136

... Northam Senior High School .. .. ..
-. Hedland Senior High School....... ........ 39

Premier's
.ifivesti-

providing

tudents
mnmodated
rerm, 1974

Cirls

24
38
44

19
16
314

68
40
68
96

82
30

48



[Tuesday, 30 July, 19741 4

greater assistance towards the
cost of north-west housing...1
(a) who has been selected by the

Goverrnent to conduct the
investigation;-

(b) when did the investigation
commence;

(c) 'when Is It anticipated that
the investigation will be
completed;

(d) will the outcome of the in-
vestigation be made public?

(2) In view of his apparent concern
for the high cost of housing In
the north-west during the election
campaign, how does he reconcile
or justify the 30% across-the-
board Increase In shipping freight
rates to the north-west-within
12 weeks of the election of his
Government?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) In order to undertake all the Gov-

ernment's initiatives in regard to
improved standards of housing,
the Minister for Housing has ap-
pointed a special study group,
headed by Mr R. B. MacKenzie,
General Manager of the State
Housing Commission, who has
been detached from these duties
for the purpose mentioned. The
Inquiry is an on-going one and
the investigations commenced im-
mediately the Government was
changed.
By way of explanation I would
point out that the reference to
the "on-going one" is intended to
convey there will be a series of
findings made progressively. It
is not proposed to wait until the
end of the Inquiry, decisions will
be taken on these progressive find-
ings.

(2) The Government is concerned
regarding all increases In rates
and charges which it has had to
impose on the Western Australian
community as a result of the
policies and insistence of the
Federal Government.

38. INfLATION
Reduction: Initiatives by Government

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
(1) In the light of his promise to the

electors of Western Australia to
11...substantially reduce Infla-

tion on the home front - . ." will
he indicate the specific initiatives
adopted by his Government to
reduce inflation?

(2) Does he, as Treasurer, still believe
in the terms of his frequently
repeated claims during the 27th

Parliament that the fundamental
economic problems of-
(a) Inflation;
(b) cyclical unemployment,
can be solved by a State Govern-
ment?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Steps have been taken to over-

come shortages In goods and
materials through the appoint-
ment of a representative in the
Eastern States to speed up sup-
plies.
A limit has been Imposed on the
growth of the Public Service.
Expenditure In 1974-75 is being
cut to a minimum.
I have Joined with other Premiers
in pressing for an early meeting
with the Prime Minister to devise
a concerted attack on inflation
from which it is expected other
measures will flow.

(2) I still believe the States have an
important role to play in combat-
ing inflation and solving unem-
ployment but, of course, the final
effectiveness of action taken by
them Is dependent on the Com-
monwealtb co-operation in delin-
eating and Implementing the
measures which should be taken
by all Governments, and not fol-
lowing policies-as the Common-
wealth has done since December,
1972-which nullify State efforts.

39. COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRES
Mandurak and Busselton

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) When is it expected community

health centres at-
(a) Mandurah;
(b) Busselton,
will be completed?

(2) Has finality been reached on who
will practice from the centres and,
if so, will he give details?

(3) Has agreement been reached on
the form of contract to be used
by the professional people who
will occupy the premises and, if
so, will he table copies?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Mandurah-late November,

1974.
(b) Busselton-late September,

1974.
(2) Yes.

(a) Mandurab-
(1) General medical practi-

tioners.
(2) Silver Chain Nursing As-

sociation.
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(3) Child health services.
(4) Family Planning and

Health Education Coun-
cil.

(5) Physiotherapist
ried).

(sala-

(6) Social worker (salaried).
(7) Visiting consultants.

(b) Busselton-
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

General medical practi-
tioners.
Silver Chain Nursing As-
sociation.
Child health services.
Family Planning and
Health Education Coun-
cil.

(5) Physiotherapist
ried).

(sala-

2.

(6) Social worker (salaried).
(7) Visiting consultants.
(8) Dental practitioners.

(3) Yes in principle by medical prac-
titioners and dental practitioners.
Final agreements are expected to
be signed within the next few
weeks. Draft copies of the final
agreement which has been ac-
cepted by the General Council of
the A.M.A. (W.A. Division) are
tabled herewith.

The draft agreement was tabled (see
paper No. 113).

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
1UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE OF

ADVAN~CED EDUCATION
Pilbara

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
My question arises from an answer
given by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development to question 33
on today's Notice Paper. In view
of the reply given by the Minister
for Industrial Development, acting
on behalf of the Minister for
Education, which shows that the
statements in The Sunday ,Times
and the Sunday Independent bore
no resemblance to what the
Premier was supposed to have
said in regard to tertiary educa-
tion in the Pilbara, why did not
the Premier take the earliest
opportunity to correct the mis-
leading announcements which
were made? Was he content to
allow them to remain, as if he had
indeed made a Promise of a uni-
versity in the Pilbara?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Leader of the Opposition is
of course very experienced and
has explained on many occasions
from this side of the House that
we should not always take for

granted what we read in the news-
papers, particularly in respect of
himself. I have written to the
editor of the paper concerned
complaining about the report
which appeared in The Sunday
Times. The minister for Educa-
tion made special reference to the
Sunday Independent because, if
members read the Sunday Inde-
pendent report, they would see that:
it follows. in a journalistic way,
with abbreviations, approximately
the wording contained in my
speech notes. Therefore. I did not
seek to obtain any correction there.
However, I have registered a very
strong protest with the editor of
The Sunday Times on this par-
ticular matter, as I have about one
or two other matters. However,
that is between the editor and
myself; I give that just by way of
explanation.

IMMIGRATION
Number of Migrant& and Cost

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Imnmi-
gratlon:

How many migrants entered West-
ern Australia tinder the auspices
of the various State schemes for
each of the following years--
(a) 1968-69

1969 -70
1970 -7 1
1971- 72
1972-73
1973-74?

(b) What does he estimate will be
the cost of running the State
Immigration Department in
the forthcoming year includ-
ing the cost of offices In Perth
and London and the Noalimba
Reception Centre?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I thank the honourable member
for his Prior notice of this ques-
tion. The answer is as follows-
(a)

Group personal
Yea, Nomination Nominations Total

1968-69 4 116 5 121 9 837
1969-70 4 657 5 194 9 851
1970-71 4 330 4 114 8444
1971-72 2 682 3 584 6 266
1972-73 999 3 402 4 401
1973-74 739 2 610 3 349

Total 17 523 24 625 42 148

(b) Head Office .. 151 393
Noalimba Reception

Centre ...366 000
London 178507

Total $695 900
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3. IMMIGRATION
Step-up in Overseas Countries

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Immigration:

In which overseas countries, except
Britain, is the selected recruit-
ment of migrants being "stepped
up"?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of this question.
The answer is as follows-

The State Migration Officer is
currently visiting the United
Kingdom and Europe for the
purpose of examining and im-
proving the overall immigration
programme from this State's
point of view.
However, in view of the Federal
Treasurer's reported announce-
ment last week that the 1974-75
Commonwealth immigration
programme will be 80 000
(110 000 last year), it is realised
that the problem facing West-
ern Australia will be a difficult
one.

4. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Charges Prior to 1st August, 1974
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Electric-
Sty:

In view of the announced increase
in electricity charges to take effect
as from the 1st August, 1974. will
he advise-
(a) will all consumers be charged

the old rate for electricity,
etc. used prior to the 1st
August, 1974;

(b) if not, what will be the method
of assessing the cost to the
customer?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of this question.
The answer is as follows--
(a) No.
(b) Consumpton on all meters

read on and after the 1st
August, 1974, will be charged
at new rates.

5. SPIRITS AND CIGARETT'ES
Price Increase

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

I regret that I was unable to give
the Minister notice of my question
because It was dependent upon an
answer from the Minister for
Electricity.

6.

In view of his advice to the pub-
lic on Thursday, the 25th July,
1974, not to pay the increased
prices announced for spirits and
cigarettes If retailers and hotels
were already charging the new
prices, can the same advice be ac-
cepted by consumers of electricity
who will be required to Pay retro-
spectively the announced increases
in electricity and gas charges?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
I think the question Is a frivolous
one and does not require an
answer. However, I should like to
make this point: Retailers were
perfectly within their rights
legally to charge the increased
prices.

Mr Taylor: Not morally.
Mr GRAYDEN: The announcement

was made by a Federal Minister-
Mr J. T. Tonkin: It is within their

rights legally to charge any price
at any time.

Mr ORAYDEN: The Federal Minister
making the announcement con-
fused the Issue by saying that the
increases would commence as from
the Tuesday night of his state-
ment and so an element of doubt
crept into the situation.

HOUSING
North-West: Investigation

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
My question arises out of an
answer to question 37. 1 seek
clarification. I am simply looking
for an assurance that the inves-
tigation to be conducted into
the high cost of housing in the
north-west In fact is under way.

The SPEAKER: What Is Your ques-
tion?

Mr BRYCE: It relates to question 37
which was directed to the Premier.

The SPEAKER: NO; what Is your
question now?

Mr BRYCE: Will the Premier give me
a guarantee that the specific ques-
tion of an inquiry into the ways
and means of reducing the cost of
housing to the people of the north
in fact is being considered by the
committee?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Position in connection with
this study being undertaken by the
group headed by Mr McKenzie Is
that it Is a total study of housing
which includes all areas of the
State. It does include the north-
west.
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
flays and Hours

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) (5.24 p.m.]; I move-

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 4.30 p.m., and on Thursdays
at 2.15 p.m., and shall sit until 6.15
p.m., if necessary, and, if requisite,
from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

These are some of the hours that have
been fairly standard practice for the sit-
tings of the House. They have been varied
from time to time to suit special occasions
and circumstances. I have no doubt that
in due course, in consultation with the
Leader of the Opposition, there will be a
need to change some of these hours to fit
in with the volume of business and the
state of the session. But the Government
feels that these are appropriate hours with
which to start the session.

Question put aind passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence on Tuesdays and Thursdays

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [5.25 p.m.]: I move-

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all Motions and Orders of
the Day.

This is a customary motion. In effect
it means that, so far as new members are
concerned, Wednesday is private members'
day.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Appointment

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [5.26 p.m.]: I move-

That for the present session-
(1) The Library Committee shall

consist of, Mr Speaker, Dr
Dadour and Mr Bryce.

(2) The Standing orders Com-
mittee shall consist of, Mr
Speaker, The Chairman of
Committees, Mr Sibson, Mr
Bateman, and Mr Hartrey,

(3) flhe House Committee shall
consist of, Mr Speaker, Mr
O'Neil, Mr Old, Mr Bateman,
and Mr Taylor.

(4) The Printing Committee shall
consist of, Mr Speaker, Mr
Coyne, and Mr Fletcher.

(5) The Public Accounts Com-
mittee shall consist of, Mr
Young, Mr Clarko, Mr. P. V.
Jones, Mr Bertram, and Mr
Taylor.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [5.27 p.m.]:
This is a motion which calls upon the
House to appoint certain members of the
House to certain committees of this House
and, with one exception, I agree with all
the selections which have been made. The
exception is the proposal to appoint Mr
Young to the position of member of the
Public Accounts Committee. I object to
this proposed appointment for several
reasons, one of which is the irresponsible,
miserable, and untruthful attack he en-
gineered upon the then Premier of West-
ern Australia in March, 1974. 1 should
like to refer members to The West Aus-
traflan of Thursday, the 7th March. In-
cluded in this attack upon the Premier, I
must also refer to the then Leader of the
Opposition because he endorsed and sup-
ported the remarks of Mr Young, who is
now the member for Scarborough but who
was at that time the member for Wembley.
The heading in The West Australian of
the '7th March is, "Libs Plan Financial
inquiry". The report goes on to say-

The Liberal Party will hold an of-
ficial inquiry into the conduct of State
financial management if it wins the
election this month.

The Opposition Leader, Sir Charles
Court said this yesterday after a party
subcommittee claimed that it had un-
covered what it believed to be disturb-
ing evidence.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Good electioneering
stuff, was it not?

Mr HARMAN: Yes, good stuff. Later,
the report continues-

The subcommittee recommended an
inquiry.

The four-man subcommittee, headed
by Mr R. Young, MLA, a. chartered
accountant and member of the Par-
liamentary Public Accounts Commit-
tee, said that a healthy Treasury had
become an empty barrel In less than
three years.

Further in this article, It is claimed by
Mr Young that-

The subcommittee said: "There
would be more truth In a claim that
it is Mr Tonkin who is making the
Treasury bankrupt."

I want members to notice certain things
in this article, firstly, the emphasis that
was placed upon the status of Mr Young.
As I said, the report refers to "Mr Young,
MLA, a chartered accountant". Well, that
may be so.

Mr Young: What do you mean, "May
be so"?

Mr HARMAN: It also mentions that he
is a member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee,

Mr O'Neil: Both very true statements.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: Yes, but very damag-

ing In the context In which they were used.
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Mr HARMAN: Later on in the report
we read the remarks made by Mr Tonkin,
the then Premier. The report states--

In Adelaide yesterday, Mr Tonkin
said that the most significant feature
of the Liberal Party's proposed inves-
tigation was Its timing in relation to
the State election.

Mr Tonkin, who was on his way to
Canberra for talks on the Aiwest
alumina project, said that whatever
"disturbing evidence" had been un-
covered had a curious precedent.

The Liberal Party's pre-election
manifesto in 1959 had alleged bank-
ruptcy In the Treasury and had pro-
mised an immediate Investigation if
the party won power.

There had been no such investiga-
tion because the Liberals had not been
able to find what they had alleged
existed. There would be no investiga-
tion on this occasion for the same
reason.

"The tinder-Treasurer, Mr Town-
sing, has advised me that the State's
finances are in excellent shape," Mr
Tonkin said.

"He has assured me that we would
make good my Prediction last October
that we would balance our total Bud-
get this year."

If that Is not sufficient rebuttal of the
claims made by Mr Young and the then
Leader of the Opposition on that occasion
-that Is, "that the Treasury had become
an empty barrel in three years" -then I
would also like members to refer to the
receipts and disbursements of the State
of Western Australia for the three months
ended on the 31st March, 1973, and the
12 months ended on the 31st March, 1974.

I want you to know, Sir, that it is
alleged by this subcommittee-the chair-
man of which was a member of the Public
Accounts Committee-that the Treasury
had become an empty barrel in three years.
If you care to refer, Sir, to page 1757 of
the Government Gazette dated the 6th
June, 1974, you will notice that the total
expenditure for the nine months' period
was $399 419 154, and the total revenue
was $406 510 303. In other words, at the
end of March, 1974, some three weeks after
this attack was launched by Mr Young
and the Leader of the Opposition at that
time, the Treasury balance showed a suir-
plus of $7 million.

In addition, because the then member
for Wembley last year had often referred
to the suspense account of the Treasury, I
would invite him to look at page 1753 of
the same Government Gazette where it is
disclosed that the balance of the depart-
mental receipts and suspense account
amounted to $12.8 million. one can
assume that the majority of the amounts
held in that particular account was the

result of money raised on the short-term
money investment market. So what is
this "disturbing evidence" that was avail-
able to this subcommittee and held by
this member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee?

Mr Jamieson: It suddenly disappeared
on the 31st March,

Mr HARMAN: It did, because after the
election was over on the 31st March we
did not see any announcement being made
by the newly-elected Premier that there
would be an inquiry into the financial
management of the State. We did not see
any reference whatsoever being made to
the empty barrel In the Treasury. So one
can only conclude that the disturbing ev-
idence vanished after the election,

The next point I wish to make is that
there was not a tittle of evidence avail-able to the present Premier that the
Treasury was an empty barrel. In fact, I1
have shown that such was not the case;
that the Treasury had a surplus of $7
million and that the Premier had said he
had been told by the Under-Treasurer that
the State's finances were in good shape.
Therefore the only conclusion one can
come to is that the honourable member
used this attack for Political Purposes to
gain a few more votes in a seat that he
was desperately trying to hold.

It mnay well be that this Implication he
made, or the attack he made in his status
as a member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, could have given him Public cred-
ence in the electorate, but there was no
evidence available to him to enable him to
make that attack.

Therefore we can only come to the con-
clusion that he used that Position and his
status as a member of the Public Accounts
Committee hoping that this would gain
him some public credence in his electorate.
But what an attack to make upon a man
whom I regard as being one of the best
Treasurers and best Premiers this State
has ever had!

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Mr HARMAN: An attack upon a man
whose honesty or sincerity has never been
questioned. I cannot say the same for
some of the Ministers and the Premier who
now sit on the Government side of the
House.

Point o! Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: On a Point of

order, Mr Speaker, I ask for a withdrawal
of that remark in which the honourable
member questioned my integrity,

The SPEAKER: I would ask the honour-
able member to withdraw the remark as
being an offence to the Premier.

Mr HARMANi: I withdraw the remark
if it is an offence to the Premier.

Sir Charles Court: It Is quite untrue.
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Debate Resumed
Mr HARMAN: Here we have a situa-

tion where there is no truth In the allega-
tions made by the honourable member. He
made the attack purely to score votes and
in a way which I regard as being offens-
ive and miserable.

The last point I wish to make is that
the members of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee are selected by this House as a
result of this motion to carry out a certain
function in this House. I now want to
Quote some remarks made in this Chamn-
ber on the 19th November, 1970, which
are recorded on page 2478 of Hansard.
These remarks were made during the
debate when the motion to set up the
Public Accounts Committee was before the
House-

I think also that the committee
should have the confidence of all mem-
bers, the Government, and the Gov-
ernment departments, and that it
should not set out to go scalp-hunting
or to find scapegoats. It will be estab-
lished simply to ensure that the public
accounts, as set out, are explained and
to seek the correction of any short-
comings, and to make recommenda-
tions as to how the accounts can be
Improved.

I do not propose to go over It all
once again. I have no doubt further
committees of this kind will be estab-
lished In the future, but at this stage
I will not commit myself to anything
more than the public accounts com-
mnittee.

One can now Judge from where those
words emanated. Continuing to quote-

I hope the committee will work In a
sound and practical way and prove the
things that have been said about it to
be right.

Those words were spoken by a former
Premier, Sir David Brand. I repeat two
extracts from the statement he made: "I
think also that the committee should have
the confidence of all members . . . it should
not set out to go scalp-hunting or to find
scapegoats".

I say further to the House that being a
member of the Public Accounts Committee
presents a wonderful opportunity to any
member of Parliament. I served for a
period as a member of that committee and
subsequently as its chairman, and as a
result of my association with it other
members and I gained a greater know-
ledge of the functioning of the Public
Accounts. Although I admit that on some
occasions I felt that some of the infornma-
tion I obtained could have been used polit-
ically to score off my opponents, fortun-
ately I resisted those temptations and
never attempted to use the information I
had to score some political mileage.

I suggest to members that the situation
that has arisen now Is one that must be
deplored by this House.

Mr Young: You are not suggesting that
I used information gained as a member of
the Public Accounts Committee in any
way? I hope you are not.

Mr H.ARMAN: The honourable member
heard what I said. In order to test the
attitude of members of this House I pro-
pose to move that Mr Young be not accept-
ed as a member of the Public Accounts
Committee. What I am really saying Is
that If members on the Government side
of the House condone the action of Mr
Young-

Mr Orayden: What about your action
In the last few days?

Mr HARMAN: If they condone that
kind of action they should not support
my amendment.

The SPEAKER: Before the honourabie
member sits down I would point out that
he has not moved correctly. If you want
to achieve your end you will have to move
to strike out the name of the member In-
volved.

Amendment to Motion
Mr HARMAN: Very well, Mr Speaker.

I moveI-
That the name Mr Young be deleted

from the names listed as the members
to consist The Public Accounts Com-
mittee.

Mr O'Neil; Do you want the amend-
ment in triplicate?

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [5.42 p.m.]: I second the
motion because I think the member for
Maylands has shown conclusively that Mr
Young-who was then member for Wem-
bley-misused his position as aL member of
the Public Accounts Committee, because
if, as a result of his membership of that
committee, he found Information-

Point of Order
Mr YOUNG: On a point of order, Mr

Speaker. By way of interjection I asked
the member for Maylands whether he was
suggesting that any information I had ob-
tained as a member of the Public Accounts
Committee had been misused by me. I now
say that the Leader of the Opposition has
suggested this In as many words and I
ask him to withdraw his remark.

The SPEAKER: I ask the Leader of
the opposition to withdraw the Imputa-
tion that the member for Scarborough
used information gained by him during
his term as a member of this committee
for wrongful Political Purposes.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If you will be so
kind, Mr Speaker, as to direct me to the
Standing Order that requires a, member
to withdraw inferences that another mem-
ber draws, I shall be Pleased to accede to
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your request, but In the light of my experi-
ence in this House all a member can be
asked to do is to withdraw remarks he
has made concerning another member.

What I am saying at this stage, and
what I said before, was that the member
for Scarborough-

The SPEAKER: Order! Before we pro-
ceed further, has the member for Scar-
borough a knowledge of the words that
he wants withdrawn? If so, I would like
him to speak further to let me know those
words he wants withdawn.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Fair enough.
Mr YOUNG: As I recall the words--

which Hansard will of course have taken
down-I understood the Leader of the
Opposition to say something to the effect
that having obtained information as a
member of the Public Accounts Committee
I then used it for political purposes. If
he did not say that there is no problem.
However, I would like an uncorrected copy
of his speech from Mansard to prove what
he said at some later time. At this moment
I am not prepared to pursue the subject
because Hansard, at a later stage, will
reveal what was said, anyway.

The SPEAKER: Order! I note that the
member for Scarborough has withdr~wn
his request but I would like to point out
to the Chamber and to the Leader of the
Opposition that all imputations of imn-
Proper motives and all personal reflections
on members shall be considered highly
disorderly.

I do not want to pursue the matter any
further as the member for Scarborough
does not want to pursue it any further but
I think we should all bear this matter in
mind for any future occasion.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I want to make this
clear: in my opinion the member for May-
lands has given very good reasons why
Mr Young should be replaced on the
Public Accounts Committee. I do not want
to imply at this stage, or at any stage,
that because he was a member of the
Public Accounts Committee he had access
to information which he subsequently used
outside this House. But what I am saying
is that when this announcement was made
for political purposes, whoever was res-
ponsible-and I think it was the present
Premier-was at some painis to indicate
that Mr Young was a man well qualified
to speak on a question of this kind because,
firstly, he was an accountant and, secondly,
he was a member of the Public Accounts
Committee.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: The implication is
there.

M~r J. T. TONKIN: So the Premier, him-
self, was indicating to the public generally
that Mr Young was a man who ought to

know what the financial position of the
State was. Now, there was absolutely no
basis whatever to talk about 'disturbing
evidence" or to give the people the im-
pression that all was not right with the
Treasury. It was said, "We will hold an
inquiry'. The Government has been in
office for several months and I ask: Have
you, Mr Speaker, heard anything about
an inquiry?

Mr T. J. Burke: They have forgotten.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Actually, the financial
position at the end of the financial year
was better than what I told Parliament
it would be. So the purpose of the an-
nouncement was to do nothing more than
deliberately mislead the public in connec-
tion with the public affairs of the State.

The name of Mr Young was used, in his
relationship to the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, for that purpose, and that is my
objection. As a member of the Public Ac-
counts Committee he should have been
keen to see that if any statement was made
by him it was as the member for Wembley
and not as a member of the Public Ac-
counts Committee. That is where I say
the fault lies, and the Premier would have
been well aware of it. But, of course,
during the election campaign any tactics
were good enough to put us out of office.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr O'Neil: Well and truly out of office?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There was not the
slightest basis for any of the financial
strictures which were made at the time.
or to talk about an empty barrel, or to
talk about disturbing evidence-the very
thing calculated to upset the Public mind
In connection with the finances of the
Treasury. It was deliberately done. The
name of Mr Young, as a member of the
Public Accounts Committee, was deliber-
ately used for that Purpose. I say that,
alone, should disqualify him from continued
membership of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. I suggest the Premier would do
the right thing in deferring consideration
of the members of this committee, and put
somebody else on it to replace the present
member for Scarborough.

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) (5.50 p.m.]:
I am sorry to have to stand up on the
first sitting day of this session to defend
my own situation as a member of the
Public Accounts Committee. I find It even
more distasteful that I have to lock across
at men who I at least thought, notwith-
standing all the politics or the arguments
we have in this Chamber from time to
time, would not get so low and so mean
and miserable as the member for May-
lands-

Mr J. T.
were asking
same fellow.

Tonkin: A minute ago you
for a withdrawal from the
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Mr YOUNG: -suggested I got. In
answer to the Leader of the Opposition.
I said that the member for Maylands used
the words "mean and miserable".

Mr Jamieson: You are doing the same
thing.

Point of Order
Mr HARMAN; On a point of order, I

did not use the word "mean"; I used
the word "miserable".

The SPEAKER: There is no point of
order.

Mr O'Neil: The member for May-
lands would not know whether or not It
was a point of order.

Dlebate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr YOUNG: I find it offensive to listen
to such a weak attempt; such a nice try
by the member for Maylands who was a
former colleague on the Public Accounts
Committee, and such a nice try by the
Leader of the Opposition because as the
Government was defeated at the last elec-
tion-

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You wanted to go on
television.

Mr YOUNG: -possibly the member for
Maylands was beaten for selection as a
member of the Public Accounts Committee.

Mr Harman: Wrong again.
Mr YOUNG: If the member for May-

lands can make insinuations so can I.
The innuendo which was so clear In the
verbiage used was that I misused my posi-
tion as a member of the Public Accounts
Committee, and misused the information
I would have received as a member of that
committee. That Is a terrible innuendo.

Mr Jamieson: You should have known
better.

Mr YOUNG: Let us go further. I do not
have the figures with me but I think I
can remember enougl of them to answer
some of these accusations. Let us go back
three years and see how informed the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Maylands are. Let us take the former
Premier, prior to the last Premier-the
member for Greenough-and let us rem-
ember the attacks which were made, in
the Press on his honour and on the
Treasury finances. It was suggested to the
public, which had just elected a new Gov-
ernment, that the previous Government
bad left the State in a parlous situation.

Mr Jamieson: The Treasury advised the
Government of that situation.

Mr YOUNG: Who made those attacks?
Let us ask whether the member for May-
lands nobly defended the member for
Greenough then. The answer Is, "No".
Let us ask what sort of discredit the
Present Leader of the Opposition wanted
to bring to the member for Greenough

and the Treasury finances by suggesting
that the Treasury he inherited was bank-
rupt.

Mr Harman: That was a factual state-
ment.

Mr YOUNG: Let us look at the series
of questions we asked month after month
and year after year while in Opposition
as to whether or not the Treasury was in
a parlous situation when the previous
Government took over. We know that on
countless occasions the Leader of the Op-
Position gave that impression. We also
know, if we read the answers to our ques-
tions and study them thoroughly, that he
was never prepared to say in this House
that the position was so in respect of
public moneys.

Mr Harman: Why do you not read page
10?

Mr YOUNG: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion was never prepared to state, in this
House, that that was the situation.

Does this Parliament-and I do not
care that it is me at the moment; it
could be any other member-consider that
a person should be removed from the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee because of the
naming of his status in a statement? If
that is so the then Treasurer-now the
Leader of the Opposition-made state-
ments which cast aspersions on the mem-
ber for Greenough when he was the Treas-
urer of the State.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I never made a single
statement which cast any aspersion on
the member for Greenough.

Sir Charles Court: Not much; you never
stopped.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I stated the facts;
the facts of the Treasury.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Scarborough.

Sir Charles Court: Day after day.
Mr YOUNG: When the Leader of the

Opposition-the then Premier and Treas-
urer-made statements to the effect that
he had Inherited a bankrupt Treasury-

Mr 3J T. Tonkin: I never said that at
any stage.

Mr YOUNG: I was about to withdraw.

Point of Order
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, I was

about to raise a point of order, but as the
member has already withdrawn his state-
ment there is no need for me to make the
request. However, what a miserable thing
to do.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr YOUNG: It is quite true and I
apologise to the Leader of the Opposition
for suggesting that he had claimed to
have inherited a bankrupt Treasury. I
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think he might have used the words
"bankrupt economy". I think he might
have given the impression throughout the
community at large that all was not well
in the Western Australian Treasury when
he went into office. However, when he, as
the Premier and Treasurer of the State,
makes a statement such as that-or an
Innuendo like that-is he not to be con-
demned if the siutatlon is not true?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: But it was true.
Mr YOUNG: It was not, and I will

prove that.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: It was true.

Mr YOUNG: Then surely the Premier
and Treasurer of the day ought to have
resigned because he as Treasurer used
words claiming that the Treasury was in a
parlous situation. Let us look at the par-
lous situation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Have you no defene
of yourself?

Mr YOUNG: When the Leader of the
Opposition, the then Premier, came into
office, he immediately-wlthifl a couple of
weeks-claimed there was no way he could
carry out certain election promises because
the Treasury was sick and he faced a $10
million deficit?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That was true.

Mr YOUNG: is it true on reflection?
Just because the Leader of the Opposition
thought at the time there may be a $10
million deficit?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: What has -this to do
with the decision as to whether or not you
stay on the committee?

Mr YOUNG: It has a lot to do with the
decision, or do you not like the arguments?

Mr O'Neil: No, they do not.
Mr Jamieson: What are you arguing

about?
Mr YOUNG: The state of the finances

when the former Government took office,
and whether or not the State was in a
bad position. It will not wash any more.
The previous Government tried it for three
years but the public did not believe it and
that Government was tossed out. If the
Opposition does not believe me then it
should obtain the Treasury figures. Those
figures will prove there was not a $10
million deficit, and they will also prove
that there was something in excess of
$8.3 million or $8.8 million available in
cash in the public moneys investment fund.,I do not have the exact figures with me
because the attack came out of the blue.
The money was in the Public moneys In-
vestment fund-in cash-and all that
money was used by the previous Govern-
ment In funding deficits It incurred during
the course of its government. In addi-
tion, the Premier at the time-just prior
to the statement I made and the state-
ment that the new Premier made-had
announced to this Parliament that he
would fund his deficit of $6.9 million or

thereabouts out of a Commonwealth grant
which was originally made available for
capital works.

I took that as being sufficiently disturb-
Ing evidence, and the answers I received to
questions asked in this place as being suffi-
ciently disturbing evidence to let the
people of this State know the state of the
finances in Western Australia were not
good just Prior to the election. If that is
the best that this Opposition can do-

Mr Jamieson: What is your inquiry?
Mr YOUNG: -if that is all the Opposi-

tion has to hang its hat on, In an attempt
to try to embarrass somebody who tried to
tell the people the true facts, we have
come to sorry times. The Premier at the
time was never prepared to come out and
tell us the truth, either in answer to ques-
tions asked in this House, or In statements
about money In the public moneys invest-
ment fund.' Forgive me if It is so terrible
that a member of Parliament, who is try-
Ing to win a seat in an election-naturally
-should challenge the Government to
come out and simply look at the situation
and debate the facts with him on tele-
vision.

Did the then Premier accept the chal-
lenge? Did he debate the facts with me
on television? He did not, and I will tell
members the reason for this: he could not
have won the debate. He would have had
to state the facts, and he could not have
won because he did not have the facts.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Later In the evening
you will see whether or not T1 had the facts.

Mr YOUNG: When I challenged the
then Premier he said that he would deal
with me "in an appropriate manner, at an
appropriate time, and in a way that I
would not appreciate". Let me assure you,
Mr Speaker, that I do not appreciate the
manner In which he and his colleague,
the member for Maylands, have dealt with
me. I feel the manly thing to do would
have been to accept my challenge and to
debate the matter on television for the
electors to see. Surely he could have de-
bated this matter with the simple-minded
back-bencher from Wembley.

Mr Bertram: Hear, heart
Mr YOUNG: If the then Premier thought

I was so dumb, and that what I did was
so terrible, why did he not cut me up like
mincemeat on television? Where wgs the
member for Maylands. on that occasion?
Why did not the honourable member make
a statement? Why did not the then
Premier take up that challenge?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I had more important
things to do.

Mr YOUNG: Why did the then Premier
wait to deal with me "at an appropriate
time and in a manner I would not appre-
ciate"? He said this because it took him
so long to come up with an answer-four
or five months in fact. If that Is the best
this Opposition can come up with, it will
be plain sailing for our Government for
three years.
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SIR CHARLES COURT (Nediands--
Premier) [6.02 p.mn.]: on this side of the
House we oppose the amendment com-
pletely. The member for Maylands has
done a dastardly thing. I want to say that
the member for Wembley, as he then was,
the present member for Scarborough, was
quite justified In saying what he did In the
circumstances.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why and how?)

Sir CHARLES COURT: I say it for this
reason: He was entitled to rely on inform-
ation that had been given to this Parlia-
ment by the Tonkin Government. He was
entitled to make a deduction from the
then Premier's comments. Some very
strong remarks were made in condemnna-
tion of the previous Brand Government
and in particular about the state of the
finances which the Tonkin Government
Inherited.

Mr J. T1. Tonkin: Was that not true?
You are the Treasurer now, and you must
know that what I said was perfectly true.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member
for Scarborough was entitled to make the
statements he made in the light of in-
formation be had available to him.

Mr Jamieson: As a member of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Tonkin
Government Inherited a very strong
Treasury, and in terms of straightout dol-
lars, the Treasury was not as strong when
that Government went out.

The Leader of the Opposition has a
very good memory and a sound knowledge
of tactics. I would lie to remind him of
the situation when he left the Treasury.
Do not forget that we are talking now of
the pre-election period of February and
March. The heat of the election was build-
Ing up and the Government was trying to
defend itself from what we believed was
Inevitable defeat.

Mr Bertram: Your supporters did not
think so.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would like
members of the Opposition to listen to
this carefully- At that time, to be precise,
the 22nd March-a very significant date
with the election to be held on the 30th
March-the Premier and Treasurer of the
day, now the Leader of the Opposition,
had a document on his table which set out
the parlous position of the State's fin-
ances and the outlook for the future.
Amongst other things the then Premier
was told that at that point of time the es-
timated deficit for the next year-1974-75
-would be something like $78 million.'

Mr Jamieson: How about getting back
to 1973 and 1974?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The then Prem-
icr was also told that with some careful
pruning it should be possible by various
measures in the departments to take about
$30 million off this deficit. The then
Premier was told also that this deficit of
$78 million, from which $30 million could

be pruned to bring it down to $48 million,
did not include anything for the promises
made by either of the two major political
Parties during the election campaign.

Mr T. J. Burke: You are In real trouble
now after your promises.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is the sit-
uation which the previous Government
was going to hand over to us. I have here
the wording of the note which the then
Premier and Treasurer made in his own
handwriting on the 22nd March, 1974.
It reads--

Noted, thank you. The position is cer-
tainly of the greatest possible con-
cern.

John T. Tonkin,
Premier,

22nd March, 1974.
Mr Davies: Well, you did not want him

to say the situation was delightful, did
you?

Mr Bertram: Hence our leader's policy
speech.

Sir CHARLES COURT: These are the
words written by the then Premier and
Treasurer some eight days before zhe el-
ection. If the public had known the situ-
ation at that stage, at least three people
on the Opposition side would not be in this
Chamber now,

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: Do you want to nom-
inate them?

Sir CHARLES COURT: So I want to re-
mind members of this House of the situa-
Lion at the time. The then Premier and
Treasurer had this document in front of
him and he said, 'The position is certainly
of the greatest possible concern." My word
it was, and it still is.

Mr T. J. Burke: Are you reading from
the document?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am reading
from a note written on today's notice
paper-the honourable member may
have it If he wants it. I will back
my memory on this one because I have
seen it So often. I am the one with the
worry for 1974-1975. Every time we raise
some money to balance the budget, we find
we are hit with more wage rises and more
Increased charges.

Mr Davies: Well, put things right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We will too. I

want to remind members on the other side
that what the then member for Wembley
said had great relevance at the time. In
fact, it had probably greater relevance than
he thought.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: But no truth In It.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Is the Leader of
the opposition saying what I have just
said is not correct?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: There was no truth In
what he said, and you know It. Was the
Treasury an empty barrel? Why did It
finish up in a better position?
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Sir CHARLES COURT What rubbish!
Unless we take drastic measures, even more
drastic than we have done so far, we will
finish up with no money at all.

Mr J. T, Tonkin: You have to find $515
million for your promises.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to remind
members that the statement by the then
member for Wembley was made in the
atmosphere of an election campaign.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Not an ounce of truth
in It.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was mentioned
that the honourable member Is a chartered
accountant and a member of the Public Ac-
counts Committee. How else could he be
described? He could hardly be described
as a medical practitioner!

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why don't you hold
this inquiry you have spoken of?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have done
this, This section of finance has been the
subject of careful study.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why did you not make
it public?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of

the Opposition may rant and rave as much
as he likes; the fact is that the public
knows our State Is in a very serious finan-
cial position.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: But that is your fault.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The State was in

this position at the time the now Leader of
the Opposition was Premier and Treasurer.
It is here in his own handwriting.

Mr O'Neil: Read what he said again.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Even allowing

for the $30 million of expected pruning, he
was facing a deficit of $48 million. No
wonder he said that the position was one
of the greatest possible concern.

Mr Jamieson: What did you expect him
to say?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is exactly
what the member for Wembley said at the
time.

Mr Jamieson: What about the year we
took over?

Sir CHARLES COURT: So the Govern-
ment rejects completely this very contemp-
tuous move by the Opposition to try to
denigrate a very conscientious and loyal
member of the Government.

Mr May: Will this be a conscience vote?

MR DAVIIES (Victoria Park) 16.10 p.m.):
I did not intend to take part in this de-
bate. but I feel I must put the record
straight in regard to some of the state-
ments which have been made.

First of all, I believe the member for
Maylands was quite entitled to move his
amendment. The member for Maylands

was the Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee and he knows how he expected
the members of the committee to operate.
I would quite happily have seconded the
amendment.

I have listened to the debate on the
amendment, but we have heard personal
attacks only. No real answer has been
given. In fact, there is no answer to the
matter brought forward by the member
for Maylands. However, an argument has
now developed-

Mr O'Neil: Now you are on your feet
it Is a three-ring circus.

Mr DAVIES: What was the position
when we took over from the Brand Govern-
nment?

Mr O'Connor: That is outside the scope
of the amendment.

Mr DAVIES: The present Treasurer
doubted seriously the work of the Under-
Treasurer during the election campaign.
One week before the election, the Under-
Treasurer gave the then Premier a sum-
mary of the financial position of the State.
We were aware of this. I do not think I
am breaching any confidence when I say
that at every Cabinet meeting of the
Tonkin Government we were harangued
by the Premier to watch expenditure con-
stantly. The only difference between the
position in 1971 and 1974 is a matter of
days. The election was held on the 20th
February, 1971, and it was only on the
19th February that we discovered the cur-
rent position through a memo from the
Under-Treasurer.

Sir Charles Court: Did he tell you that
we were facing a deficit of $77.6 million?

Mr DAVIES: I am quite certain that
had the true facts of the Treasury been
known in 1971, our majority would have
been greater. The Under-Treasurer's re-
port at that time should have been made
public rather than have been pushed under
the blotter.

Sir Charles Court: Did you inherit a
bankrupt Treasury?

Mr Jamieson: Talk about this year.
Mr DAVIES: I want to remind members

of the debate In 1971.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr DAVIES: This is recorded on Pages
109 and 110 of the 1971 Mansard. The
matter was debated on the 21st July, and
the whole report was dealt with. I would
like to. mention particularly that the
Under-Treasurer pointed out at that
time--

The increase in wage costs will
therefore exceed the provision In the
Budget by over $10 million.

Examination of other budget out-
lays and also revenues indicates that
other movements will be broadly in
balance.
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Consequently, the deficit now ex-
pected for 1970/71 is In the order of
$10 million which is due entirely to
wage increases in excess of the pro-
visions In the Budget.

The Prime Minister has made It
abundantly clear that the Common-
wealth Government will not assis the
States to meet the unexpected rise in
wage costs and he has informed all1
Premiers that they should reduce ex-
penditures to limit the impact of this
rise on State Budgets.

So our Government had problems but we
dealt with them very successfully.

Sir Charles Court: A deficit of $10 million
compared with one of $77.6 million.

Mr DAVIES: An entirely different set
of circumstances is operating at the pre-
sent time.

Mr O'Neil: Yes, we had three years of
"labor".

Mr DAVIES: At that time the present
Leader of the Opposition certainly-

Sir Charles Court: Increased the de-
ficit!

Mr DAVIES: -put things right within
six months.

Sir Charles Court: We are in the pro-
cess of doing that now.

Mr DAVIES: We will be waiting for
the Premier to do this.

I want to draw attention to the fact
that in 1971 the Liberal Prime Minister
in Canberra said, "Do not come to us for
any money. It is your fault, and you get
out of it any way You can."

Sir Charles Court: The next Liberal
Prime Minister gave you all you wanted.

Mr DAVIES: I believe I have presented
a clear picture of the situation at that
time. Certainly there is no similarity
between the 1971 Position and the present
one. The situation then 'was entirely diff-
erent.

I would like to have heard the argu-
ments of the member for Maylands
unswered properly. A large number of red
herrings have been thrown in. As I said,
I did not intend to enter this debate but
I felt that I should draw the attention of
members, and particularly the attention
of new members, to the letter which has
been debated so often.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr DAVIES: I will take only two or
three minutes to finish off what I was
saying before the tea suspension. I want
to emphasise that I think we got away
from the point of the amendment moved
by the member for Maylands in regard to
a particular appointment to a particular
committee. As a former member of the
committee concerned, he expressed his
thoughts regarding the way he feels mem-
bers of the committee should react at any

time. However, that point seems to have
been disregarded completely in the sub-
sequent debate; and we have got around,
as we so often do, to the management of
the State's finances.

I want to point out to the Premier that
when we took office in 1971 the position
was not the same as the position in 1974
when the present Government took office;
and that the features which were known
to the Government when it took over were
general knowledge, whereas the matters
that were left for us to put right had been
completely hidden as far as the general
public and this Parliament were concerned.

Sir Charles Court:. Nothing of the sort.
Mr DAVIES: This was contained in a

letter dated the 19th February, 1971,
which I quoted, and that letter was read
out in this House in July, 1971. The letter
was from the Under-Treasurer; it was
dated the 19th February, 1971, and the
elections were held on the 20th February,
1971. On the other hand, the position
regarding wage increases and finances,
generally, has been widely known during
the whole of the Past three years.

Sir Charles Court: The then Premier
in December, 1970, told the public about
the wage rises.

Mr DAVIES:, No secret whatsoever has
been made about it. There was no threat-
ened deficit, and the public were not aware
of the likely deficit.

Sir Charles Court: Did your leader tell
the public they were facing a deficit of
$76 million when you went out of office?

Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that the
position turned out to be better than that
forecast by the previous Premier-far bet-
ter in fact.

Sir Charles Court: And the $76 million?
Mr DAVIES: The Premier Indicated in a

fit of pique that it was a "mistake" that
the financial position had turned out to
be so good. That was the best the Premier
could offer at the time.

I point out that the circumstances of
each case are quite different, and I wished
to bring these matters to the notice of the
House. I support the amendment of the
member for Maylands.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough) 17.34
p.m.]: Since I have been given a mention
in this debate-which is rather rare these
days-I feel I should perhaps endeavour
to put us back on the right track, even
though the situation about which we are
talking occurred some years ago now. We
have had a real open slather about some-
thing that happened three or four years
ago. With regard to honesty of state-
ments and good intentions during the
elections, it would seem to me that there
is plenty of evidence of that. I have seen
a couple of pamphlets which were circu-
lated during the last election and they
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placed great emphasis on the terrific state
of the finances when the previous Premier
took over from me. I recall The Sunday
Times or some other newspaper saying that
the State was bankrupt.

I want to say that I always hesitated to
refer to the Under-Treasurer because he
Is a, senior civil servant in this State. I
always felt he would give a good, honest
reply to any questions directed to him in
respect of the finances of the State, but I
hesitated to place him in a position where
he was called upon to state a few of the
facts because I do not believe we should
put our senior civil servants or any other
servants in an embarrassing position if it
can possibly be avoided.

I would like to refer to the remarks
made by the member for Victoria Park.
Everyone will recall that prior to the elec-
tion after which the Tonkin Government
came to office, I made a statement--in
fact I think I made a number of state-
ments-referring to the very sudden
change which had occurred in respect of
the finances of the State. I think we in-
curred an Increased expenditure for the
remaining part of that financial year of
something like $12 million as a result of
a wages decision; and If my memory serves
me correctly it was assessed as an Increase
of about $20 million in a. full year as far
as the deficit was concerned. T made the
situation quite clear before that election;
I think I did so some time in December.

Sir Charles Court: That is right; De-
cember, 1970.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I pointed out to the
public at large that although we had al-
lowed for certain increases to take place
the un-expected wage increases were such
that we were facing a very difficult sit-
uation.

In regard to the report of the Under-
Treasurer on the 19th February, 1971, I
want to tell the House that it was he who
suggested that a report should be provided
for me regarding the situation which had
developed during the few weeks prior to
that. It has been said tonight that the
report was hidden under a file or a news-
paper or under the carpet.

Mr Jamieson: I think he said it was
hidden under the blotter.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Be that as it may, I
want to make it quite clear that I had no
intention of hidiag anything at all, because
it was clear to me that the statements had
already been made and were available to
those who wished to read them, including
the then Leader of the opposition. It was
very clear that the pozition was qite
serious, but it was brought about by the
sudden decision of the Arbitration Court
in respect of wages. I have heard the
Leader of the opposition say whilst he was
the Tranzurcr that the financial position
was due to sudden increases in wages. That
was the very situation my Government
found itself in.

If anyone cares to follow through the
situation he will find that the financial
position at the end of the past financial
year was quite a satisfactory one, and that
is the result of the good management of
the Treasury in the day of my Govern-
ment. We laid a very sound foundation in
those days, and we are now reaping the
benefit of it. The only reason that we now
face a serious situation is that it is due to
the numerous increases in wages and costs
over recent months.

Paint of Order
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, surely

this is a long way away from the motion
before the Chair.

Mr O'Connor: You have not been here
all the time.

The SPEAKER: I would ask the honour-
able member to get to the point of his
remarks.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Sir DAVID BRAND: I shall do that, Mr
Speaker; although I think perhaps I was on
the same track that everyone else has been
on. I do not intend to delay the House,
because I have said all I wanted to say.
I merely wished to point out that the
management of the Brand Government
was such that the good results achieved by
the Tonkin Government were made poa-
sibke as a result of the sound foundation
we laid.

MR B. T1. BURKE (Balga) [7.40 p.m.]:
Earlier In this debate I found myself in
a position similar to that occupied by the
member for Victoria Park when he said
that he had not Intended to comment on
the matter now before you, Mr Speaker.
Because of my relatively junior standing
I would not presume to speak with abso-
lute authority on things that have gone
before. However, I hope that my relatively
junior standing does not affect my abil-
ity to comment-I hope sensibly-on the
issues as I see them in this matter.

To me there seem to be two distinct and
quite separate Issues. Firstly there is the
Question of whether the comments made
by the then member for Wembley were
accurate and with foundation. The other
Issue which I believe has been raised In
this debate so far is whether the then
member for Wemnbley impinged on his
ability to serve as a member of the Public
Accounts Committee by being identified
In the public eye through newspaper re-
ports as a member of that committee while
making a comment which might be con-
sidered to be politically motivated.

To me these two Issues are quite sep-
arate, and the Importance that should be
assigned to each I believe varies greatly.
it seems to me that it is quite Irrelevant
to discuss the merits or demerits of the
things that the member for Wembley, as
he was then, had to say. He is perfectly

61



62 [ASSEMBLY.)

competent to say whatever he likes. I
think the point at issue must be whether
in saying the things that he said and in
being associated with them as a member
of the Public Accounts Committee he has
affected his competence to serve on the
committee that we are about to appoint.

In my mind the member for Wembley
-once again, as he was then-has made
some very real contributions in this
House. and I have been an admirer of the
way he has made those contributions. It
is singularly unfortunate that the then
Leader of the Opposition linked the then
member for Wembley with the comments
that were made. My understanding of the
situation Is that the member for Wem-
bley, as he was then, did not make the
comments himself.

Mr Young: That is not true. I did.
Mr B. T. BURKE: If he did then he is

as culpable as the then Leader of the
Opposition Is for referring to the then
member for Wembley and the comments
he made, and for publicly linking him as a
member of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee with those comaments. It is import-
ant as far as justice is concerned--and it
is an elementary Principle-that justice
must not only be done, but it must also
be seen to be done; and It is equally im-
portant for us to be able to say about a
member of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee that he does not look for scapegoats
and that he views all situations fairly.

Regardless of whether in fact the then
member for Wembley is now able to take
a position on the Public Accounts Com-mittee-that is, an unbiased one-the fact
is that he Is linked In the Public mind with
a biased and politically motivated com-
ment. Regardless of whether that com-
ment had foundation, the relationship Is
present and I do not believe he can hon-
estly take his place on the committee
knowing that the Public now views his
participation in that light.

The things that have been said about
the rightness or wrongness of the actual
statements made by the then member for
Wembley do not seem to me to be terribly
pertinent. I have heard the then member
for Wembley talk before today about the
short-term money market and about the
Labor Government's expenditure of money
that his party when It was in Government
Invested on the short-term money market
-as though that makes some difference.

The whole point at Issue is that the
member for Wembley, as he was then, as
a member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, made public statements. He drew
credence for those statements from his
membership of that commnittee. It has been
stated In this House that that committee
should be nonpartisan; no-one should look
for scapegoats.

If the honourable member believes that
he can participate in the affairs of the
Public Accounts Committee once more, I
am sorry I cannot share that opinion. If
he expects this House to accept that in

future he will be unbiased, he is expect-
ing this House to accept too much. His
past Performance does not merit his in-
clusion in the membership of the Public
Accounts Committee on this occasion and
I, for one, cannot support the proposition
that he should be included in the com-
mittee in future.

Mr Young: Would YOU say that-
The SPEAKERh: Order!
motion put and negatived.

Debate (an motion) Resumed
Question put and passed.
Mr Young: They didn't even have the

guts to divide!

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
FUND

Am~ointment of Trustees
On motion by Sir Charles Court (Prem-

ier) resolved:
That pursuant to the Provisions of

the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1970, the Legislative Assembly
hereby appoints the Member for East
Melville (Mr O'Neil) and the Mem-
ber for Collie (Mr T. H. Jones) to be
Trustees of the Parliamentary Super-
annuation Fund as from this day.

SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedands-
Treasurer) 1.46 p.m.]: I Move-

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary to
enable a Supply Bill to be introduced
without notice and Passed through all
its stages in one sitting, and to enable
this business to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-Reply
is adopted.

I think most members understand the im-
port of the motion which is to give the
Opportunity for this particular legislation,
dealing with supply, to be dealt with ahead
of the Address-in-Reply and in the one
sitting.

Question Put and passed.

Message: Appropriations
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriations for the
Purposes of the Bill.

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Sir Charles

Court (Treasurer), and read a first time.

Second Reading
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Treasurer) [7.51 p.m.]: I move--
That the Hill be now read a second

time.
Members who are new to the House will
no doubt have heard that at this time
of the session it is necessary and customary
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for a Supply Bill to be introduced to make
funds available to the Government of the
day so that it can carry on the affairs of
the State until such time as the main Bud-
get has been introduced and the full sup-
ply for the year has been made available
to the Government. Therefore the op-
portunity is taken early in the session to
introduce this Bill and then the Address-
in-Reply debate is proceeded with as soon
as this is out of the way.

This measure seeks the grant of supply
to Her Majesty of $350 million.

The Revenue Budget and the Loan Esti-
mates for 1974-75 are now in course of
preparation and will be Presented with
respective Appropriation Bills later in the
session.

In the meantime, it is necessary, of
course, to carry on the services of the
State and the Bill now before members is
to authorise the provision of funds for
this purpose.

An issue of $315 million is sought from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and $30
million from moneys to the credit of the
General Loan Fund. Provision is also made
in the Bill for an issue of $5 million to
enable the Treasurer to make such tem-
porary advances as may be necessary.

The proposed issue from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund is greater by $65 mil-
lion than the corresponding provision in
the Supply Act of 1973. The amounts to
be drawn from the General Loan Fund
and the Public Account are the same as
were provided last year.

The increased issue from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund is required to meet
the expanded cost of Government services
resulting from the current high rate of
inflation.

The magnitude of the additional sum
sought to enable the services of the State
to be financed for a Period no greater than
is customary, is a clear indication of the
impact that inflation is having on the
State's finances.

Whatever may have been the genesis
of the current inflationary spiral, there
can be no doubt that it is now feeding on
wage and salary increases that are far in
excess of the economy's capacity to absorb.
There can be no escaping the simple fact
that if industry, commerce, and Govern-
ment are required to meet wage increases
of the magnitude that have now become
commonplace, they have no alternative but
to increase prices.

The services that State Governments
are called upon to Provide, such as educa-
tion, hospitals, police, public transport, and
general administration, are labour inten-
sive in the sense that wage payments con-
stitute a very high proportion of total cost.
The Government is therefore hit hard by
general wage inflation and there is little
capacity to absorb increases from the nor-
mal growth In revenue.

Award increases granted during the year
just concluded require additional payments
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
amounting to $70.1 million in a full year.
As the increases were granted at various
times during the year, the cost to Con-
solidated Revenue in 1973-74 of these
higher payments was $31.7 million with a
further $38.4 million to be provided in the
current year's Budget before any allowance
is made for new award increases granted in
the course of this year.

I think it is important for members to
realise that these are increases which were
granted progressively during the year
ended the 30th June, 1974, and do not in-
clude the amounts which are already start-
ing to accrue in this particular year.

Award Increases already granted in the
first four weeks of this financial year
amount to the staggering figure of $14.9
million which indicates that provision will
have to be made In 1974-75 for an even
greater sum for wage increases than was
the case last year.

In framing our Budget this year it
appears that the Government will have to
provide for additional expenditure of about
$75 million on account of higher award
payments alone apart from other inescap-
able cost increases arising from higher
interest Payments, Increased postal and
telephone charges, and a wide range of
other price increases.

In the absence of substantially increased
financial assistance from the Common-
wealth, there Is no way the Government
can provide for this huge lift in expendi-
ture without substantial Increases in State
taxes and charges.

At the recent Premiers' Conference,
every Premier stressed the seriousness of
the financial situation with which he was
confronted this year and pressed for a
special addition to the financial assistance
grants to enable the inevitable lift in State
taxes and charges to be kept within
reasonable limits.

As I emphasised at the time, I believe
the Commonwealth Government must
accept responsibility for the financial
crisis now facing the States. At a time
of unprecedented wage demands the Com-
monwealth Government has turned a blind
eye to the inevitable consequences of un-
bridled wage claims.

It has even pursued a Policy of allowing
the Commonwealth Public Service to take
the lead, not only in pay Increases but in
other costly concessions such as an extra
week of annual leave and leave loadings.
While these benefits may be justified in
more normal circumstances there was no
possibility of the additional costs Involved
being absorbed when wages were also
escalating at an unprecedented rate.

The settled Principles of wage determin-
ation fire %uch that increases In one sector
of government flow rapidly to all others
and State Governments are forced to
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agree to broad parity of wages and condit-
Ions even though we do not have the money
to meet the added costs.

The plain fact is that, because of the
consequential rise of income tax collec-
tions, the Commonwealth Government does
not face the same problem in meeting
wage demands as do the States.

Indeed, from a purely revenue consider-
ation, Inflation tends to solve the budget-
ary problems of the Commonwealth and
assists It to finance its own expenditure
Programmes, whereas inflation Is a crip-
pling burden on the States.

There Is no escaping the fact that if the
States had not been deprived of their right
to levy Income tax, we would not be In
the position we are in today. The Impact
on our Budget of these huge wage rises
would have been balanced by an automatic
growth In taxation revenue.

We did not seek to be in a position of
not being able to solve our own financial
Problems-that was Imposed on the States
by the wartime grab of income tax by the
Federal Government.

That being the case, I believe there is
an obligation on the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to ensure that the States are pro-
vided with sufficient revenue to discharge
their responsibilities.

In asking for a substantial increase in
the financial assistance grants, the Prem-
iers were merely seeking the States' right-
ful share of the greatly inflated income
tax receipts now flowing to the Common-
wealth.

However, the Prime Minister and the
Federal Treasurer were obdurate. They
were well aware that a refusal to help the
States would mean massive Increases in
State taxes and charges, but made it clear
that It was their intention to bring that
result about.

Not only did the Prime Minister refuse
to supplement the formula grant, but an
amount of $25 million paid to the States
last year as a special supplementation was
discontinued as was also a supplementary
grant of $3.5 million paid to the Western
Australian Government in each of the last
two years.

As a result of this attitude, the Govern-
ment had no alternative but to takei in-
mediate steps to review all State charges
and a number of increases have already
been announced.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I will say they have!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of

the Opposition should have a talk to his
Prime minister.

Mir Jamieson: I was wondering how long
you could go without mentioning him' He
Is a nice rocking horse for you to ride on.

Mr Bertram: Why did you not take the
Income tax power back when you had
the opportunity to do so?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will go Into
that during the Budget debate, if the hon-
ourable member would like State taxing
powers to be returned to us.

Mr Bertram: I did not say that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue, as

I have previously stated, taxation Increases
are inevitable unless there Is a change of
attitude on the part of the Commonwealth
Government.

There is irresponsible laughter on the
other side.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Do you expect the
Conumonwealth Government to pay for all
your promises?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not talk-
ing about promises. I am talking about
the deficit with which the previous Gov-
ernment left us.

Mr Jamieson: You were better off than
the Budget anticipated. You must admit
that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There seems to
be an amazing incapacity on the other side
to absorb the cold, hard facts. On the
22nd March the then Premier acknow-
ledged that things were In a very grave
state and that, had he continued In office,
he would be facing a disastrous situation.

We are not alone in this predicament.
and a short time ago I met with my fellow
Premiers in Melbourne-who, incidentally,
Included two Labor Premiers--to consider
a further approach to the Prime minister
seeking reconsideration of his earlier de-
cision.

It Is hoped that a r~ctgcan be ar-
ranged for early next month so that the
Commonwealth can be informed of action
already taken by the States to raise adi-
tional revenue, and of the revenue gap
still confronting us In the light of recent
wage increases. At the same time, we
propose to discuss the serious inflation
problem which has now assumed the
character of a national emergency, and
we will offer to co-operate with the Com-
monwealth on agreed steps to check the
spiral.

I want to emphasise that when the pro-
position was put forward unanimously by
the six Premiers, they made It clear in the
letter to the Prime Minister that the
proposition was not being made on a "gun
at the head" basis: they wanted to con-
sider the budgetary problem as being quite
separate from the national crisis of in-
flation.'

I am hopeful that the meeting will be
able to reach agreement on measures that
can be taken by all Governments in a
concerted attack on an evil that is en-
dangering the whole fabric of the nation's
economy. Unless inflation is brought
under control, no-one will be able to plan
ahead with any confidence and Budgets
will become mere expres;sions of hope as to
what the final outcome for the year will
reveal.
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Returning now to the year just ended,
It Is to be noted that although revenue
and expenditure both exceeded the Esti-
mates by very substantial sums, the de-
ficit was held within the Budget estimate.

The final deficit for 1973-74 was
$5 732 000, which was $1 216 000 lower than
the amount allowed for in the Budget.
Expenditure for the year exceeded the
estimate by $20 041 000, due mainly to
outlays on account of wage increases far
exceeding the sum provided in the Estim-
ates. Revenue collections were $21 250 000
higher than the Budget estimate.

Commonwealth payments in the year
ended the 30th June, 1974, under the fin-
ancial assistance grant arrangements were
$10 500 000 more than had been forecast,
mainly because the increase in average
wages taken into account in the formula
was higher than anticipated when the
Budget was framed.

Higher wage rates than were expected
in 1973-74 were also reflected in pay-roll
tax collections which exceeded the Budget
estimate by $4 579 000. 1 think that in
itself is a clear indication of the extent
to which inflation was affected by the
wage and salary increases.

Other State taxes which exceeded the
estimate were probate duty by $2 588 000.
stamp duties $1 641 000. and land tax
$1 035 000.

When the Budget is introduced later
this session, I will comment in more detail
on developments arising from decisions
taken at the Premiers' Conference and
on our Prospects for the current financial
year. At that time, I will table the Esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure for this
financial year with details of proposed
outlays and the means by which those
outlays are to be financed.

In the meantime, I want to assure
members that the Government. through
the various departments, and the Treas-
ury are combing all the departments to
see where economies can be effected. I
believe the time has arrived when some
departments must be subjected to more
detailed study than might have been the
case in the past, particularly regarding
the functions they fulfil in relation to
the staff employed. Some of the staff has
probably grown through the effluxion of
time and functions which were created
many Years ago, and the Public Service
Board has been instructed to go through
all the departments with the departmental
heads and, if necessary, the Ministers to
see what economies can be effected without
impairing efficiency. That is a matter of
detail upon which I hope to comment
when we bring down the Budget later in
the year.

I am hoping that when we introduce the
Estimates we will be able to work out with
the Leader of the Opposition a method
whereby we can ensure more time is de-
voted to concentrated study and debate

of the Budget Estimates themselves. T
believe this year, more than ever, it will
be necessary for members on both sides
to make a more critical analysis of each
of the departments than has been made in
the past, and we must try to devise a way
in which this can be done. It can be work-
ed out only through mutual goodwill on
both sides of the House.

I commend the Bill to members.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [8.07 p.m.]: As the Trea-
surer has said, the Supply Bill seeks the
Provision of a substantially larger amount
than has been customary hitherto. It is
understandable that inflation will bring
about increased costs of administration,
but inflation also brings about increased
revenue. I mention, for example, pay-roll
tax. Because of increases in wages and
salaries, the return from pay-roll tax is
substantially higher than it would other-
wise be. The same applies also to royalties
which have been received in connection
with increased prices obtained on the sale
of certain primary products.

As was to be expected-and this was
foreshadowed in the Governor's Speech-
the Treasurer lays all the blame for his
need for money upon the Australian Gov-
erment. It is said to be responsible for
all the inflation, all the increased costs.
and for not giving the Government enough
money to meet its expendituret No refer-
ence whatever has been made to the sub-
stantial unnecessary expenditure in which
the Government proposes to engage: for
example, the highway patrol. This is a
separate organisation which the Govern-
ment Proposes to set up and which, as was
indicated by an inquiry into the matter,
will not be nearly as efficient as Statewide
traffic control by Pollee. But irrespective
of the cost involved, the Government will
make the taxpayer pay this extra amount.

Mr O'Connor: What extra amount?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister is afraid

to make a statement because the Premier
told him to shut up.

Mr O'Connor: You are prepared to make
a statement when you do not know what
it is all about. Tell us what extra money
is involved.

Mr J. T. TONKIN; Very well. it was a
case of "off agin, on agin, gone agin, Fin-
nigin." I did not know from day to day
whether or not traffic control would be
carried out by the police.

Mr O'Connor: Neither did 1, because it
was a case of inaccurate reporting, which
I took up with the Press.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister also
said he did not know what it would cost.

Mr O'Connor: That is correct.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is a fine thing!

He is Proposing to Put into operation State-
wide traffic control, without the slightest
idea of what it will cost.
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Mr O'Connor: I did not say "without
the slightest idea". I could not say exactly
what it will cost. Nor could you.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It might interest the
Minister to know that when this announce-
ment was made during the election cam-
paign I sought a cost estimate from the
people whose business It was to know. The
information given to me-and I expect the
same people would give it to the Minister-
was that the running costs would be $3
million a year-

Mr O'Connor: Of course, you are em-
ploying some of that staff now, are you
not?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -and capital ex-
penditure would amount to $5.8 million.
That was the information given to me,
honestly and sincerely, by the officers who
were in the best position to cost the pro-
posal.

Mr O'Connor: Without knowing how it
would be done.

Sir Charles Court: That is exactly the
point.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister
know how it will be done?

Mr O'Connor: Yes.
Mr J. 'T. TONKIN: If the minister knows

that, it is time he told the public.
Mr O'Connor: I will tell Parliament in

due course.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I would like the

Minister to make a statement forthwith
as to how it is to be done, in order that
we can compare It later on with what will
be done.

Mr O'Connor: I will make a statement
when I am ready to do So.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: No. The Minister
will make a statement when the Premier
allows him to do so.

Sir Charles Court: We will bring a nice,
tidy Bill to the House and explain it all.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister has
already stated publicly that the Premier
told him to Shut UP.

Sir Charles Court: I do not use that
type of language.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It might not have
been in those terms.

Mr May: Misreporting.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It might have been

in much stronger terms, for all I know.
Sir Charles Court: I cannot remember

the Minister saying that, anyhow.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The fact is the Min-

ister did shut up.
I now refer to some of the other prom-

ises for which the Government expects
the Australian Government to pay. Take
the education proposal. When the Present
Premier's policy speech was Issued, he

made it clear his promises were to be im-
plemented within three years. I have that
statement in black and white. But he baa
been soft-pedalling since, and they will
now take a term of years.

Sir Charles Court: We are not soft-
pedalling at all. We are getting down to
the job of putting things right and mak-
ing them nice and tidy.

Ur J. T. TONKIN: The Premier will
put things right If he lives long enough.

Sir Charles Court: We had some suc-
cess In Government before. We will have
success again.

Mr Jamieson: You had a lot of luck,
too. Lady Luck rode on your shoulder.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It was necessary to
have the education proposals costed be-
cause The West Australian, which is on
the Government's side, or on the side of
the Premier-

Sir Charles Court: That will be the day!
It gave you a mighty good run during the
election campaign.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The West Australian
has said so.

Sir Charles Court: It gave you a good
run.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes. It refused to
print a statement and an advertisement
for which I offered to pay. That is how
good a run It gave me.

Mr Jamieson: The managing editor
said he was there to destroy us. That is
how good he was. Do not worry about
that.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Because The West
Australian suggested the proposals should
be costed, I asked the Treasury officers to
go into the matter and give me their
Idea of what they would cost to imple-
ment. They came up with the astronom-
ical total of $315 million. That is what
the Treasurer expects the Australian Gov-
ernment to pay for: to give him money to
put these promises into operation.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing of the sort.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: All these uncon-

scionable taxes-the increases in motor
vehicle license fees, increases in electric-
ity charges, and In water chiarges-are to
provide money In excess of what the Gov-
ernment would need to meet the Infla-
tionary Pressures.

Sir Charles Court: You are wrong in
all these, because the SEC charges will
go into electricity requirements and the
motor vehicle funds will go Into roads.
These are not going into revenue or even
Into the loan funds.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: From where is the
Treasurer going to get the money if he
proposes to give it away for these pur-
poses?

Sir Charles Court: The increased motor
vehicle licenses are being forced on us by
your friends In Canberra. 'who say we
have to match these funds.
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Mr J. T. TONKIN: Is that so? It is
really so funny.

Mr O'Connor: We do not think so.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: When we became

the Government all the shortages of
money were due to our mismanagement;
It was always our fault. Mention was
never made of any successes that we
might have achieved. There was censure
motion after censure motion because un-
employment was bad, because we put up
electricity charges and hospital charges;
this was all said to be our fault; there
was apparently no responsibility at all
attaching to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. But all this has now changed. All
these aspects are not now considered to
be the State's responsibility but the fault
of the Commonwealth.

Sir Charles Court: A Government which
Is happy to go along with 20 per cent in-
flation is surely to blame. That Govern-
ment has no Intention of abating the pos-
Rtion until it Is forced to do so by the
electors.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So that we can trace
this through and In order to help me set
the member for Scarborough on the fight
track-seeing he Is still a member of the
Public Accounts, Committee-and in order
to help the member for Greenough, who
was very fair when he got up to speak on
this matter, I propose to read some sections
of a report put up to me by the Under-
Treasurer at the beginning of this year.

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position will be careful not to allude to
the previous debate.

Mr J. T. TONIN: You can be sure of
that, Mr. Speaker; my word you can be
sure of that! The date of the report In
question Is the 15th March, 1974, and It is
addressed to me from the Under-Treasurer.

Perhaps before I get on to this I should
point out for the Treasurer's benefit that
he stands condemned for attributing to a
Government officer, who Is in no position
to defend himself, an attitude which that
officer would never adopt-not in any cir-
cumstances-and that Is to put up a false
report under duress.

Sir Charles Court: No-one said that,
ever.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will tell the Treas-
urer what he said if he will wait. He
should be ashamed of himself.

Sir Charles Court: We have the Press
reports here.

Mr Young: He is back to his old form.
Mr J. T. TONEIN: This is the report

and I am quoting from the Treasurer's
own paper of the 25th March-

Labor accused of false costing.
Opposition Leader, Sir Charles Court,
Yesterday accused the Labor Party of
hiding behind piles of Invented cost
estimates.

Mark you, Mr Speaker, these were cost
estimates provided by the Under-Treas-
urer. They were supposed to be Invented
cost estimates on the Liberal Party's elec-
tion promises. This is what the Treasurer
said about the tinder-Treasurer and other
officers-

We are seriously concerned at the
way professional Treasury officers
have been degraded by association
with the Labor Party's exaggerated
estimates to make them seem credible.

Sir Charles Court: That is fair comment.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Treasurer re-

ferred to the Labor Party's estimates--
estimates put out, and said by me previ-
ously to have been put out, by the Tr-easury
officers. But that did not matter to the
Treasurer. Oh no!

Sir Charles Court: Why did You refuse
to let the Treasury officers work with us
in making the estimates so that there
would be no argument about the basis on
which the estimates were made? Why
did you refuse? We could not accept esti-
mates made by someone even though they
may have made them in good faith, but
without the right premises.

Mr J. T. TONKINq: Even if the Treasurer
did not accept them there is no Justifica-
tion for his maligning the Treasury officers.

Sir Charles Court: We were not blaming
them; we were defending the Treasury
officers.

Mr O'Neil: Read it carefully.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Is that so? In order

to help him get out from under is the
Treasurer saying that he Is blaming me
for putting pressure on the Treasury offi-
cers to ensure they would put Up false
estimates, and that they did so?

Sir Charles Court: I said I am blaming
you for not allowing them to deal with us
and find out what was the basis of our pro-
posals, because they would never have
come up with their proposals had they
talked with us. You would not dare let
them confer with us for fear they would
get the right answers.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We will see what
the right answers were. How many high
schools wilt the Treasurer build? Answer
that.

Sir Charles Court: I am not going to
be interrogated by you. You were prepared
to put your Treasury officers up as a
front, and ethically that is very bad.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Treasurer
say I was putting up the Treasury officers
as a front?

Sir Charles Court: I'll say!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Will the Treasurer

tell me who is better qualified to do the
costing than the Treasury officers: because
they are the ones who costed his promises.

Sir Charles Court: Because You would
not let them talk to us.
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Mr J. T. TONY-IN: Who else could I That conference was attended by Sir David
cost the promises of the Op-
the time?

Charles Court: You could have let
talk to us and let us explain to
the basis of our proposals.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Had the Treasurer
tried to explain his promises from now
till Doomsday he could not have explained
them. The Minister for Transport does
not know what the plan will cost.

Sir Charles Court: He knows where he
is going.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: He knows where he
is going all right!

Mr Bryce: The Treasury has had four
months to look at your proposals, and you
still cannot tell us how much they will
cost.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I think the Min-
ister for Transport Is going to be a lot
like Christopher Columbus, who started off
not knowing where he was going, did not
know where he was when he got there,
and when he came back did not know
where he had been.

Sir Charles Court: But he found America
In the process.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: However, I was Pro-
ceeding to place in its proper perspective
the position of the Treasury as it was
when we became the Government and as
it was when we left office. For that pur-
pose I had the following report presented
by the Under-Treasurer-

The 1970-71 revenue budget-
That is the one Presented to the Parlia-
ment by Sir David Brand. To continue-

-provided for receipts and payments
to be in balance.

Nobody will dispute that. Reference to
Hansard will show that was so. To con-
tinue-

2. Salary and wage increases award-
ed subsequent to the presentation of
the budget were very much higher
than anticipated and by February
1971-

I interpolate here to say that that was
when we went into office. The report con-
tinues-

-it became clear that Western Aus-
tralia in common with all other States
was In a difficult financial position.

3. At the time it was estimated
that because of these unprecedented
salary and wage increases, the deficit
for 1970/71 could be in the order of
$10 million and this fact was reported
to the Commonwealth Government
during the course of a Premier's Con-
ference held in February 1971.

have got to
position at

Sir
them
them

Brand. The Under-Treasurer went on to
say-

At that conference Prime Minister
Gorton refused to help the States re-
duce their prospective deficits.

4. As a result of further submis-
sions by the States, Prime Minister
McMahon at a meeting with the Pre-
miers in April 1971, agreed to grant the
States special assistance of $43 million
of which Western Australia received
$5 million. This extra payment to the
State was the main reason for the
prospective deficit of $10 million being
reduced to the eventual figure for the
year of $4,368,000.

Mr Young: You were lucky you had a
Liberal Government in Canberra then.

Mr J. T7. TONKIN: The report con-
tinues--

5. At 30 June 1971, unallocated
earnings from the short term invest-
ment of public moneys, amounted to
$9,334,000. In effect, this sum was a
reserve but the need to fund the de-
ficit for 1970/71 and to clear an out-
standing balance of $122,000 from pre-
vious years, reduced the sum available
in this reserve to $4,844,000 as at 30
June 1971.

6. At 30 June 1973 the reserve stood
at $8,134,000 of which the sum of
$4,380,000 has since been applied to
funding the 1971/72 and 1972/73 de-
ficits. The remaining sum of $4,354,000
is being taken to revenue in this cur-
rent year and is included in the bud-
get.

'7. The fact that the whole of the
reserve as at 30 June 1973 has been
allocated does not mean that there
'will be nothing in reserve at 30 June
1974. On the contrary, it is expected
that the balance at that date will ex-
ceed $6 million as a result of earnings
in this current financial year.

And that proved to be the case. The Under-
Treasurer continued as follows-

8. 1 would also point out that no
part of the reserve as such has been
allocated at any time to Govern-
ment business ventures. Part of the
earnings from short term investments
have certainly been paid over to vari-
ous trust funds and Instrumentalities
but these payments are simply the re-
turn to those bodies of the earnings
on moneys they have deposited with
the Treasury in accordance with an
arrangement approved by the previous
Treasurer. It was considered undesir-
able for all the bodies concerned to
operate separately In the short term
money market and consequently the
Treasury handles the investment of
their balances.
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9, As stated by you when introduc-
ing this year's Budget, the Government
sought to bring the total State Bud-
get, that Is, the Consolidated Revenue
Fund and General Loan Fund esti-
mates Into balance by setting aside
$8,948,000 of the 1973/74 general pur-
pose Commonwealth capital grant to
cover the estimated deficit on revenue
account.

10. As you pointed out In your
speech, this was not a new develop-
ment as other States have found it
necessary in recent years to take some
of the capital grant directly to revenue
to bring their budgets near to balance
or, alternatively, to~ set capital grants
a-side to fund mounting revenue de-
ficits.

11. By setting aside part of this
year's capital grant, the Government
aimed at keeping Its total receipts and
payments in balance. It also ensured
that no impetus was given to inflation
as would be the case If more were
spent in the year than was received
which was a most important considera-
tion in the prevailing economic cir-
cumstances.

12. As requested by you, a review
has been made of the likely out-turn
for this year in the light of actual
receipts and payments to the end of
February, 1974. This review indicates
that after making provision for salary
and wage Increases still In the pipe-
line, including an allowance f~r the
estimated cost of the 1974 National
Wage decision, the deficit on Revenue
Account for this financial year should
not exceed the budget estimate of
$5,948,000.

As the Treasurer has indicated here this
evening it was more than $1 million less
than that figure.

13. Although the cost of salary and
wage increases in 1973/74 will be
much higher than anticipated when
the revenue budget was framed, this
increased cost should be offset by in-
creases in revenue. Both payroll tax
collections and the Commonwealth
financial assistance grant in particu-
lar will exceed the estimate reflecting
the higher salary and wage payments.

14. Expenditure from the Capital
Account is running below the esti-
mate and there is little doubt that
total payments will not reach the bud-
geted figure for 1973/74. The short
fall could be In the order of $2 million.

15. It is expected therefore that
the overall result for this year will
better the budget forecast that total
receipts and payments on revenue and
capital accounts will be In balance.

That Position has been clearly borne out;
it was more than $1 million better.

The Treasurer earlier today referred to
a minute that was put up to him by the
Under-Treasurer indicating that the situ-
ation in this financial year would be a
difficult one. I made this report available
to The West Australian, but the parts
which were important to me were not pub-
lished. The report concludes by stating-

17. It Is to be noted that In Febru-
ary, 1974, the accumulated revenue
deficit was considerably lower and the
unspent balance of capital funds con-
siderably higher than in February,
1971, with a consequent Improvement
in balances between the two dates, of
$18 million. However, the overall situ-
ation at the end of this financial 'Year
is not expected to be much different
from what It was In June, 1971.

18. The full year cost of substan-
tial salary and wage increases granted
during 1970/7 1 and the need to pro-
vide for further wage rises in the fol-
lowing year presented the Government
with a difficult financial problem in
framing the budgets for 1971/72.

Let members listen to this-
The same problem will arise In 1074/

75 but preliminary estimates Indicate
that it will be of far greater magni-
tude.

To meet that situation-
Sir Charles Court: Those are Whe l.

portant words.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -the present Gov-

ernment-the previous Opposition-em-
barked upon an extravagant political cam-
paign with regard to promises. However,
It is now facing astronomical expenditure.

Sir Charles Court: Not as much as you
think.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I do not care who
the Goverment gets to cost it; if it, is
costed fairly it will show that tremendous
expenditure will be required to carry out
the premises of the Government. To in-
stance a few, I refer to Its proposal to re-
duce probate duty and to put electric wires
underground.

Sir Charles Court: Th1e State does not
pay for that.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Who will pay for it?
Sir Charles Court: It gets done in the

development.
Mr May: What about State Hlousing

Commission areas?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Treasurer

think that the State will get away with
putting electric wires underground without
any cost to the State Electricity Commis-
sion?

Sir Charles Court: Where it has been
done in the past, there has been no cost
to the State.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That Is interesting.
I hope that is on the Hansard record be-
cause it will be referred to later.
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Sir Charles Court: Well, I hope that
the Mansard reporter has got it because
the big argument that we have had with
the State Electricity Commission was in
regard to the figure for placing wires under-
ground which, by the way, the commission
has announced publicly that it has reduced.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: These figures, one
after the other, will pile up the expenditure.
The Treasurer believes that he can cope
with the problems occurring in primary
schools because he is going to take out
one class from the top and put in another
at the bottom. He says that there will be
no additional expenditure. That is how
much he knows about it.

Sir Charles Court: He has not said that
at all.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is what he
said; he said that there would be no addi-
tional expenditure.

Sir Charles Court: But you are taking
an extravagant extreme approach to the
matter. You are not allowing for any
initiative in the matter.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Initiative! How much
initiative will be needed to get a sixth
form teacher to teach babies?

Sir Charles Court: They do not have
to and they are not going to.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is what your
proposal amounts to.

Sir Charles Court: You always exag-
gerate.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh, yes!
Sir Charles Court: We have had this for

so many years.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Well, as the Trea-

surer is so difficult to convince, let me tell
him what the officers of his own depart-
ment told me about this--

..the Treasury put the cost of the
Liberals' education policy at about
$157 million in capital spending and at
least $20 million a year in operating
costs when the policy was fully imple-
mented.

An additional 400 trained infant
teachers and 400 more special class-
rooms would be needed, and 480 exist-
ing classrooms would have to be modi-
fled to accommodate the younger chil-
dren who would enter primary school
under Liberal plans.

To transfer students to high school
after grade 6 Instead of grade '7 would
require the recruitment and training
of an additional 1 660 secondary
teachers to maintain present student-
teacher ratios.

The four-year training requirement
for secondary teachers meant that
grade I7 students could not be moved
up to high school in any numbers In
less than five or six years.

lUp to 50 new senior high schools
would have to be built at a Cost Of
$140 million and Probably more than
1 000 homes would have to be demol-
ished to Provide sites.

The alternatives were to require
senior students to travel long distances
to new schools on the metropolitan
fringe, or to put new schools alongside
existing ones. These alternatives
would require capital spending of
about $100 million.

I emphasise that those estimates were pro-
vided by the men in the best position to
know.

Sir Charles Court: And without any
consultation with the people putting for-
ward the proposition.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: How much consulta-
tion would one need with the Liberal
Party? How much would the Liberal Party
know about the number of teachers and
the number of schools required? What a
lot of nonsense that Is!

Sir Charles Court: You will find that
when we implement this programme It
will be quite different and less expensive.
You will find out if you will wait. YOU will
get the Budget in due course and the
lEgislation in due Course. It will all fit
into place. Just keep blowing your top,
the lot of You!

Mr Jamieson: Blowing your top!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: What does the Prem-

ier do every day when he is sailing into
the Australian Government? Is not that
"blowing Your top"?

Sir Charles Court: It is done withi great
calm and aplomb.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am watching for
this conciliatory attitude the Premier has
promised the electors and the special de-
partment he is going to set up on the basis
of being "all palsy-walsy'.

Sir
badly
and I

Charles Court: We did not do too
in Kirribilli. The Minister for Works
bad a very Interesting 3* hours.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier men-
tioned earlier, and he had already made a
Public announcement, about restricting the
increases in the Public Service. He has
also said there will be no sackings from
the Public Service, and within the last few
days there has been an announcement of
a great information centre to be staffed
by 40-odd experts: the brainchild of W.
W. Mitchell and Associates.

Sir Charles Court: Who said there was
going to be such a department?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Well? I have a
question which I hope the Premier will
answer tomorrow as to how much was
spent on the feasibility study and whether
it Is the intention of the Premier to carry
it out. Does the Premier want the Com-
monwealth Government to pay for that.
too?
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Sir Charles Court: I am glad you have
that question on the notice paper. I am
just asking you: W~ho said there is going
to be such a department?

Mr J. T TONKIN: That is In accordance
with the Press report and the Premier has
not denied saying that. If the Premier has
already made up his mind that he is not
going to have it why does he not cone out
and say so instead of leaving me in this
anxious state?

Sir Charles Court: You will stay awake
all night!

Mr Young: A state of excitement!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let us return to

1971 when the Premier was on this side
of the House. We were endeavouring to
cope with a situation that had occurred as
a result of inflation which had already
started-make no mistake about that!-
and the effect of Mr Snedden's special
Budget which was designed to put people
out of work, but that was not acknow-
ledged then. There was no blame Placed
on the Commonwealth Government then;
it was all our fault.

So the Premier, in 1971, said, while the
Liberals were still in office-

The unprecedented inflationary
tendencies and, above all, the un-
precedented wage and salary in-
creases..

They were the problems we had to face.
and they said that before they left the
Government in 1971. However when we
became the Government, and we inherited
that situation, the problems we had to
face were all our fault. Censure motion
after censure motion was moved by the
Opposition blaming us for a situation that
already existed when they were in office.
Now the position has changed, of course.
There is no blame placed on the State
Government now. Oh no! It is all the
fault of the Commonwealth!

Sir Charles Court: We will gladly take
some notice of any constructive criticism
you put up, but you have not put up any
yet.

Mr J. TI. TONKIN: We had to take over
office and impose increased charges, and
what did the Premier say? He said-

It is time the Government ex-
plained why it must have these taxes
and why there is no other way.

He has not found another way.
Sir Charles

Victoria Park
that question
vious motion.

Court: Your member for
gave you the answers to

when speaking on the pre-

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Because we were In
such a situation, to use a Biblical phrase,
he out-Heroded Herod. He now proposes
to impose a 50 per cent increase in motor
vehicle registrations. Just imagine that!
Further, he blames the Australian Govern-
ment for it.

Sfr Charles Court: They have said we
have to do it if we want the money.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Premier do
everything the Commonwealth tells him?
If the Commonwealth tells the Premier to
do something he does it, is that right?

Sir Charles Court: If you want to obtain
the money required for the State.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I -am surprised at
that because the Premier was going to
fight to the death.

Sir Charles Court: We have not started
yet.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier was
going to fight to the death and now, as
an excuse, he submits that he is doing this
because he was told to do it.

Sir Charles Court: We will be interested
to see your reaction when we bring the
Bill to this House.

Mr O'Connor: Your previous Minister
handling the Main Roads flepartment
slipped into them.

Sir Charles Court: You will see what
story gets to the public.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The story that will
get to the public is what The West Auvs-
tralian considers is the most favourable
to the Premier. That is the answer to
that question.

Mr O'Connor: I1 hope You are right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will be right! Past

experience tells me that I have no doubt
on that score.

Mr Grayden: I think that Is a reflection
on the reporters.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh no! Not at all!
As a matter of fact, I have already told
a couple of the top gentlemen up there
what I think of them, and none of them
has been a reporter.

Mr Grayden: What you say is written
down by the journalists and no-one else.

Mr J. TI. TONKIN: One of the promises
was an early mine rents review, and the
Premier made a statement, which I will
quote in a moment, after he went into
office and when he had ample time to
find out from the Treasury what the
situation was, because tonight he quoted
a minute which the Under-Treasurer sent
to me. However, despite that he went
ahead and Promised to take early action
In connection with a mine rents review.
and early action to review transport sys-
tems, to seal the Geraldton-Mt. Magnet
road, and to examine the whole area.

I am wondering where the Commission-
er of Main Roads will find the money to
carry out these extravagant promises that
were made up in the north.

Sir Charles Court: Were they extrava-
gant?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes, they were,
because the Premier does not have a hope
of paying for them unless he continues to
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load onto the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia burdens they will find extremely
difficult to bear. That Is my whole com-
plaint about this. The Premier has made
these Promises and has committed himself,
and under the strategy of blaming the
Australian Government for not providing
him with the money to fulfil them.

Mr O'Connor: Why should he not?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Minister

expect the Commonwealth Government to
meet that obligation? Is the Australian
Government obliged to provide the State
Government with sufficient money to meet
the extravagant promises it has made?
That is a new approach as far as I am
concerned.

Sir Charles Court: They were not
extravagant promises. It would have been
your Government's desire to build these
roads from Commonwealth road funds had
they been kept at the levels reasonably
expected. But the Commonwealth has
slashed them even below the bureau pro-
posals.

Mr Rushton: I am surprised that the
Leader of the Opposition supports the
Commonwealth action in this regard.

Mr O'Connor: And they have not cared
a damn about Western Australia!I

Mr Bertram: Tell us of the Premier's
dictatorial habits.

Mr O'Connor: It is great, is it not,
when, to fight inflation, you get a road
grant that is less this year2

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I have two more
references I wish to make before I con-
clude. If the Increases in charges and
taxes which we were obliged to make to
meet the inflationary situation which was
existing when we took office could be
characterised in this way, then words fail
me to describe the increases which have
been imposed already or foreshadowed by
this Government. In 1971 the present
Premier said, "The increases are having a
devastating Impact on the people". Irre-
spective of the need for them-the justi-
fication or otherwise-according to the
Premier the level of taxes and charges
which we were then imposing was having
a devastating impact on the people. If
we consider the charges which this Gov-
ernment has levied, regardless of the
causes or anything else, and If our
charges were having a devastating Im-
pact. how can we describe the impact
upon the taxpayer as a result of what
this Government has done and Proposes to
do?

Sir Charles Court: We have Protested
about having to do It because we acknow-
ledge it Is inflationary and It is a disas-
ter forced upon us by the Federal Govern-
ment. We have said It is inflationary.

Mr Jamieson: One day I will buy you
a new record.

Sir Charles Court: We have said it is
inflationary, and unfortunately It is.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: No consideration
has been given to the cost of the Govern-
ment's Promises, including this highway
patrol which Is totally unnecessary but
very expensive. It has to go on.

Mr Rushton: That is your paint of view.
Mr J. T. TONKIN4: Then the Govern-

ment blames the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Mr O'Connor: You do not know that it
is unnecessary and expensive.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister does
not know either.

Mr O'Connor: I have a better Idea than
you have because I know how we wml im-
plement it and You do not.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: During the election
campaign there was one member standing
on behalf of the Opposition who succeeded
in being elected, and he was a public
servant. He used that position to obtain
information and then went out into the
electorate and, using that information.
criticised the Government which employed
him. Recently when the Premier was asked
whether he intended to allow public serv-
ants the freedom which my Government
allowed the school teachers, he said that
it was unlikely the Government would take
the lid off the restriction on public com-
ment on administrative matters.

Mr Davies: The old firm is back.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: We have the situa-

tion where there is in Parliament today
a Liberal member who did not hesitate to
use Information which he gained as a
Government servant to criticise the Gov-
ernment severely despite the then regula-
tions which said he should not do this
sort of thing.

Mr May: And supported by a present
Minister.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I think It is as well
that that should be known because the
present Government condoned it. but that
same Government will not take the lid off
so far as other Public servants are con-
cerned.

We will not give any thought to doing
what the present Treasurer wished to do
on a former occasion in connection with
supply. If he had had his way he would
have withheld supply from us and forced
us to an election.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It still might happen
in a House of Review. You never know.

Mr J3. T. TONKIN: Fortunately the
good sense of his supporters prevented him
from doing it. This is a very necessary
measure. The Government must have sup-
ply in order to finance its operations, but,
as I have already said. it Is forced into
the position of asking for such a large
amount because of the extravagance It
adopted during the election campaign; and
now It must try to finance those promises.
and it will be In real trouble.
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MXt H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.55 pin.]:
I would like to make reference to the in-
creased charges in the context of the rise
that has occurred in slaughtering fees.
At the same time I feel it shows clearly
the rather hypocritical attitude of the
present Government towards marketing
of rural produce, and I would like to tie
up this remark with several actions which
took place In the past.

The attitude of the present Government
certainly does not inspire confidence and
the present increases of 15 per cent in
cattle, calves, and pigs and 30 per cent
In sheep, lambs, and goats at both Mid-
land and Robb Jetty Abattoirs are some-
thing of a disaster right now. The ex-
tent to which cattle and sheep prices have
fallen in the first few months of 1974 is
alarming in itself and the prognosis with
regard to the future-particularly in the
short and medium terms-is not very en-
couraging at all.

The amounts involved are staggering
when looked at in the context of the total
economy of the State and the nation.
Cattle prices in cents per kilogram in the
first six months of 1974 for baby beef,
which largely supplies the home market,
were as follows-

January .... .... 81
February ... ..1 84
March ... .... 82
April ... .... 87
May - .. 91
Mid-June .. .. 79

The average in June, 1973, was 86e per
kilogram.

The figures for cow beef for the export
market for those same six months were as
follows-

January ... 72
February _.73
March .. 59
April ... 60
May .. .. 5
Mid-June .. ... 44

The price of 44c in mid-June contrasts
most unfavourably with the price in June,
1073, when it was '70c per kilogram peak-
ing at 78c.

Cattle numbers, viewed against the de-
clining prices, give an idea of the magni-
tude they represent in the total economy.
In March, 1974, the cattle figures in West-
ern Australia were 2.2 million and in
Australia 31.15 million while the numbers
for beef exports for the 1972-73 season
represented in Western Australia 32 000
tonnes with a value fob, of $36 million.
The total Australian beef export was
valued at $675 million.

The decrease in export prlce-28 per cent
to Western Australia and 42 per cent on
the total Australian scene-in the course of
one year represents hundreds of millions
of dollars and this is the sort of thing the
rural sector is again facing as it was in
1968-69 and the results from the same
brand of Government are almost identical.

The Predictions are not very optimistic
and it is distressing to observe the position
that many producers are now facing.
Some farmers are finding that they can
get less in the salcyards; for the cattle
that they Purchased some months ago and
have kept and fattened over that Period.

At the same time there has not been
a great deal of relief to the housewife
which would have been something, I sup-
pose, in a situation as grave as this. How-
ever. those farmers who are caught up In
the stock firm debts as they apply are
those in the most precarious position. The
stock firms just cannot wait indefinitely
and, of course, freezers, once they are full,
cannot take any more. This represents
the inherent difificulty in handling meat
in all its Phases. Whether in slaughtering
or marketing, there must be a continued
throughput and once current freezer sup-
Plies are fulfilled, then of course the
danger of a glut and further decline in
Prices does arise.

Mr McPharlln: You are not blaming the
State Government for the fall-off?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am blaming the
State Government for increasing the
charges at a time like this, and contrast-
ing the day when the previous Govern-
ment picked up the tab for about $1 mil-
lion In three years. The loss for the two
abattoirs was $700 000 in the first yeai. In
addition to that the Tonkin Government
spent something over $10 million in pro-
viding abattoir facilities which had heen
neglected for many years. When the glut
came in 1969 the financial loss to the
farmers in this State must have been
astronomical.

Mr McPharlin: You will hear later how
much we have subsidised the abattoirs.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The contrast at the
moment is that we did not increase
charges when it was most important to
the economy and also important to the
Psychology of the producers.

The Government claims to support the
agricultural producers but when we look
at the record we see what the true posi-
tion is. At paragraph 2 on page 5 of the
Governor's Speech His Excellency stated
that the Government intends to review,
and step up organisation and techniques
for marketing primary products. He said
that with the expected change in world
attitudes In favour of natural food and
fibres, this is the time to begin this com-
plex, but nationally vital task. At last
it has finally come through to the Liberal-
Country Party-the question of survival of
the primary producer in the future. The
opportunity to make savings to offset costs
in the Production side does not exist and
unless the primary producer goes further
down the chain which does exist in the
matter of marketing-that chain of
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operations between the producer and the
consumer-then savings to offset increased
costs will not be achieved.

Mr O'Neil: Three years ago no market-
ing research was done In this State and
this is something for which funds were
made available by the previous Govern-
ment. A considerable number of investi-
gations were cardied out into different
markets.

Mr McPharlin: The honourable mem-
ber would know as a former Minister,
what would force abattoir charges up.

Mr O'Neil: He should know.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am perfectly aware
of the decline in the numbers of through-
put. There was also an increase in wages
and costs.

Mr MePharlin: That is right.
Mr H. D. EVANS: I am also pointing

out that we did at least carry these
charges when rural incomes were de-
pressed. But at the same time it can be
shown that no initiatives with regard to
marketing have been taken by the pre-
sent Government and, indeed, it ob-
structed such efforts when they were
made by the previous Government.

Mr Blalkie: That Is rot, and you know
it.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I refer particularly
to the apple export Bill, and the member
who has just Interjected was a major ob-
structionist. He would, in fact, be in a
position to know what I am talking
about.

Mr Blaikle: The member opposite was
trying to introduce national cold storage.

Mr H. D. EVANS: When we go back to
the situation with regard to meat market-
Ing-and our traditional export markets
are not very happy ones-In the European
Economic Community there are 130 000
tonnes of beef in cold storage. A regula-
tion recently introduced states that 1.3
tonnes of frozen beef must be used for
every one tonne of Imported beef. So that
places a restriction as effective as any
tariff barrier on the amount of meat
which can be imported.

With regard to Japan, the economy In
that country has fallen into consider-
able difficulty, and has endangered the
very lucrative Kobe beef Industry. True,
it is a high-quality product but now that
cheaper Australian products have come
into competition the Japanese authorities
have decided that some curtailment on im-
ports should take place. I understand it is
hoped there will be some answer to the
appeals by the Australian Government to
remove this hardier before the Prime Min-
ister visits Japan in October. So until that
visit-for at least a few months--It is not
very likely that we will get very much re-
lief from the Japanese market.

The United States, which has a multi-
billion dollar beef industry, is experlene-
Ig even graver difficulties and the Gov-

ernment In that country has Just raised
a $2 000 million loan for lot feeders who
have, up to this time, been purchasing
cattle at a higher price than they are able
to sell. Obviously, the business cannot con-
tinue in that vein. As a consequence, the
American Government. although it has
shown reluctance to placing a restriction
on imports, has effectively done this
through price so that the amount of meat
able to get into America from Australia is
comparable to what is acceptable to that
country.

Our traditional markets for sheep
meats seem to have dried up and we are
In effective competition with New Zealand
where the cold stores are full. The cold
stores must be emptied in time for the
lamb drop later in the year. It is quite
possible that New Zealand will under-
sell us on many markets throughout the
world.

The essential point, when we look at
the spectrum of sales of sheep meat, is
that we are not doing very well at all. The
only happy spot Is in regard to lamb. mhe
lamb market seems stable and assured
under the present set-up and yet we find
this aspect-this facet of meat trading
which has any security-is also being un-
dermined at the present time by the
Government opposite.

The attitude of the Government. and
the actions taken by it against the Latmb
Marketing Board, verge on the scurrilous.
If we review the situation to see what Is
entailed, and see what Inferences can be
drawn regarding the operations of the
Lamb Marketing Board, it can be shown
that Its activities and operations have been
sound. This has been demonstrated, firstly,
by the fact that all lambs brought for-
ward have been handled. It is also demon-
strated by the high level of returns made
available to growers.

In the first seven months of operations
the return was $7.73: last year, the average
per head was $11.00 plus. The average
price In the previous 12 months was some-
thing in the order of $7. If the effective-
ness of the Lamb Marketing Hoard can be
proved by statistics those figures will do it,
particularly when regard is had for the
fact that lamb marketing has been com-
paratively depressed by the decline in
prices of beef and mutton. Those decreases
have had an effect and except for them
the price for lambs would have been well in
excess of $11.

I also point out that the Lamb Market-
Ing Board came into operation at the worst
possible time; during a period when there
was a dearth of supply following a glut as
a consequence of drought and other prob-
lems confronting farmers at that time.

The fact remains that the board could
not have come Into operation at a more
unfavouirable time. It survved that period
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and at the present time can point to the
export of 419 951 lambs in the past 12
months, when the high price of 3ac f.o.b.
was obtained. The present prices are be-
Iug maintained at 5 to 6c above the levels
in Eastern Australia, and I think It can be
fairly said that suppliers of late lambs
have not been disadvantaged, as was
feared by some people.

Criticism has frequently been made of
the operation costs of the Lamb Marketing
Board, but regard should be had for the
fact that .87c a pound was incurred up to
the end of April, which, incidentally, rep-
resented Industry charges over which the
board had no control and .592c a pound
In fees for stock firm representatives, leav-
ing an operating margin of .124c a pound.
The producer could not have had a more
satisfactory arrangement, nor could he
have had the service supplied to him mare
cheaply.

I point out also that the recent sale to
Iran by the board will have far-reaching
consequences for the lamb producers in
this State. It will give them security for
the next six months, right through the
glut period, and not only is the producer
assured that his product will be accepted
and the price will be satisfactory, but it
also means the abattoirs wilt be kept in
operation and employment of meat indus-
try workers will be maintained at this level
because of the actions of the Lamb Market-
Ing Board.

Not long after taking office, the Govern-
ment occupying the Treasury bench made
some sweeping statements about an inquiry
into the Lamb Marketing Board, and in-
deed it called for a report from the Con-
sumer Protection Bureau. As a matter of
fact, I indicated to the House last year
that a report had been sought from the
Consuner Protection Bureau. It appears
that report has been received by Cabinet
and has gone to a subcommittee. The
answer to the question I placed on today's
Notice Paper indicates the matter Is still
being considered.

It suggests to mue that the Consumer
Protection Bureau has supported the oper-
ations of the Lamb Marketing Board.
Because of the method of operation of
the board, I do not see that the report
could do anything else. The Government
is now procrastinating in a shameful man-
ner. If the procrastination has a number
of rather serious side effects-

Mr Blaikie: That is a lot Of rot. When
was the report commissioned?

Mr Grayden: When do you think the
report was completed?

Mr H. D. EVANS: According to the
newspaper cuttings I have here, I would
think the report was completed in mid-
June. Is that right?

Mr Bialkie: It was commissioned in
July last year, as you well know.

Mr H. D. EVANS: And the operations
have been studied during the intervening
period, giving a review of a full year of
operation. If the department has now
made a full report, what will be done
about it?

Mr Grayden: It takes time.
Mr Blailcie: You must make your allega-

tions on sound ground.
Mr Grayden: There has been no pro-

crastination. The whole matter has been
expedited.

Mr H. D). EVANS: When the report Is
tabled, it will be found the bureau has
supported the Lamb Marketing Board. I
will be astounded if that is not the case,
The Government is grasping for ways in
which to undermine the Lamb Marketing
Board, for reasons which it knows and Is
in a Position to state, if it dares.

Mr Blaikie: That is rot.
Mr H. D. EVANS: The procrastin-

ation has left the board in a very par-
lous position. Who will deal with the
board at this stage, when It has a shadow
hovering over it? Will the board be dis-
banded? Will clients approach It with con-
fidence? Will producers feel secure In
their dealings with it? I venture to suggest
that had the contract with the Govern-
ment of Iran not already been signed at
this time, in the climate the procrastina-
tion has generated the contract might not
have been signed at all. This Is the type
of consequence that could stem from the
Irresponsibility of the present Govern-
ment.

Mr Grayden: The report has only re-
cently been completed. It is a detailed
report and has taken a long time to pre-
pare.

Mr H. D. EVANS:, Not 12 months,
surel?

Mr Grayden: It took that long.
Sir Charles Court: Who let It take so

long? You did. You were there until-
Mr H. D,. EVANS: It bad to cover the

span of a full year's operation and It will
show conclusively the capacity of the Lamb
Marketing Board to operate in this field.
I am fairly confident of that. But con-
sider the pressures that have been gener-
ated against the board; who has been re-
sponsible for bringing them to bear?
Various sections of the Meat and Allied
Trades Federation have come out very
strongly against the activities of the
board, and invariably quite unjustly.
Individual members have also taken ad-
vantage of the concessions that were allow-
ed f or exporters and for country abattoirs
wherever they possibly could.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I suppose you know
what the trouble is. The farmers wanted
it to continue and the Liberals wanted to
close It up.

Sir Charles Court: That does not hap-
Pen to be the situation at all.
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Mr H. D). EVANS: The Leader of the
Opposition Is showing his usual perspicac-
ity. Pressure has been exerted consistently
by the Meat and Allied Trades Federation,
not only through publicity in the media
but also through taking advantage of the
concessions which were afforded to mem-
bers of the federation in order to allow
their operations to continue more effec-
tively. Several individuals and at least
two abattoirs, to my knowledge, have been
opposed to the board.

On the other side, there has been con-
siderable support for the Lamb Marketing
Board by the producers generally and by
at least one producer organisation-the
Farmers' Union-and the Country Party.
The Icatanning Branch of the Farmers'
Union supports the board and has in-
dicated that it is prepared to close down,
if necessary. It appears that meat mar-
keting, generally, with the exception of
lamb marketing, is in the doldrums, and
this has not been helped by the savage
charges levelled against the slaughter-
houses. On the other hand we have a
determined attempt to undermine the only
secure venue of meat marketing; that is
the Lamb Marketing Board.

Members of the Government must
stand up and be counted, We must know
whether the Government Is on the side
of the Producers or whether it will go
along with the vested Interests in the re-
tall section of the meat industry.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [9.19 p.m.J:
I would like to make a few brief remarks
regarding education. I realise the Minis-
ter for Education is not in this place but
I suggest he should investigate the possi-
bility of promoting teachers without trans-
ferring them.

To my mind, one of the big problems
in our education system is that teachers
arc being transferred merely because the
number of students in a school increases
or decreases. I can think of one example
not very far from my electorate. The
school will fall to class 1 next year and
the headmaster will have to be transferred,
although the duties involved in running
the school he goes to will be very little
different from those involved in running
the school he comes from. The school
from which he is transferred will have
fewer students but the entire running of
the school will be upset because he has
been there for only a year. The school
he goes to will also be upset. It Is unlikely
that it will be a straight exchange, so
probably quite a number of schools will be
affected because of the age-old custom
that a man in charge of a school of 620
children is paid a higher salary than a
man in charge of a school of say, 600
children.

It is an archaic system which is not in
the best interests of the students. For
this reason, it should be possible to pro-

mote teachers without slavishly adhering
to the principle of transferring them with
the ramifications which occur right down
the line.

I also question another custom in our
schools. I and several practising teachers
have noticed for quite a few years that It
has been stated by various officers in the
Education Department that there is a
shortage of mathematics and science
teachers. Because of the shortage, officers
of the department have gone overseas to
recruit teachers of those subjects, and
special crash courses have been given to
provide training for mathematics and
science teachers.

I am not denying that there Is a short-
age of such teachers but I am saying that
in the high schools there is just as great
a shortage of teachers of other disciplines.
The reason there is a greater shortage of
mathematics and science teachers seems
to be that the Education Department in-
sists that a person who teaches those
subjects should be qualified in those fields.
He should have Leaving physics, perhaps
some units from WAIT, or a degree from
the university. This Tatter requirement Is
certainly so in the case of senior masters.
A teacher must have some tertiary train-
ing in those fields before he is permitted
to teach science and mathemnatics

However, anyone can walk Into a class-
room and be deemed to be able to teach
social studies and English, even one who
has not passed those subjects at Leaving
standard, It is considered he can pick up
a book, read pages 1 to 10, and give the
students a test on it next day. He is there-
fore considered able to teach those sub-
jects. This is a gross fallacy and may
explain the very low level of attainment
in social studies of many of our students
leaving school.

When we go around an electorate on a
door knock and mix with the people, we
realise that the ignorance of people in
relation to the problems of society gener-
ally is abysmal. Nevertheless, this field of
study and understanding Is far more im-
portant than the field of science and
mathematics. During our lifetime most of
us do not have to make scientific or
mathematical decisions of importance, and
yet every one of us has to make decisions
about the direction in which society should
go. When we enter a polling booth, for
example, we are expected to make decisions
about matters which are very often quite
complex.

I believe it is about time that educa-
tional authorities--I am certainly not
speaking of educators but more of bureau-
crats, directors, Principals, superintend-
ents. and the Minister-recognised that
the qualifications needed to teach the
social sciences, the humanities, are Just as
high as the qualifications needed to teach
science and mathematics. Social science
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subjects are as important as science and
mathematics, and the shortage of compe-
tent teachers In these subjects is equally
apparent. Efforts should be made to over-
come these shortages, and we must insist
that teachers of these subjects are trained
properly.

I was rather interested in the debate a
little earlier when It was stated that
Treasury officials should have been permit-
ted to sit down with Liberal Party officials
or with the then Leader of the Opposition
so that the Treasury officials would know
what the Liberal Party had in mind for
its education policy. It was stated that by
this means the policies of the Liberal Party
could have been properly costed prior to
the election on the 30th March.

Mr Jamieson: Then the Treasurer
would argue that the figures were not
right.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not believe that
the Treasury officials would be any the
wiser after listening to the Treasurer.

Today I asked the Minister for Educa-
tion three questions. One of these ques-
tions contained 13 parts relating to the
Introduction Into primary school of five-
year-Olds. I Was given the following
answer four or five months after the Lib-
eral Party's Policy was enunciated-

The Minister for Education has ap-
Pointed an expert committee.

What could the Liberal Party 'experts"
have told Treasury officials about their
policy on education before the election?
Would the officials have been told to come
back in four or five months time because
an expert committee was to look into the
matter? If some concrete evidence was
available to give to the Treasury officials,
I want to know why Parliament has been
treated with contempt In the farm of this
answer. These matters are of great public
importance.

In another question I asked about the
Induction of 11-year-olds to high schools.
I was given the following answer-

Priority has been given to Imple-
mentation of the policy with regard
to children in their fifth year of age.
Preliminary discussions only have been
held with regard to the 11-year-old
students.

I ask these questions: How many high
schools will be needed to implement the
Policy of no more than 1 000 students in
a high school and no more than 400 stud-
ents in a senior high school? These are
questions which Treasury officials would
have asked and the reply would have been
that the matter had to be investigated and
that Plans were not yet sufficiently ad-
vanced to provide the precise Information
requested.

If the Government cannot Provide the
precise information requested five months
later, how could it possibly have prodided

it to Treasury officials several months ago?
The answer is obviously that the Govern-
ment does not know what it is doing.

It is unfortunate that education matters
of great moment have been dragged into
the political arena. for sheer political gain.
Education has become a political football
so that the needs of the students have been
completely ignored. If the Government
was able to give information to the
Treasury to enable expert costing of its
plans. I challenge it to give this informa-
tion to Parliament, which is to some extent
at least the representative of the people,
and therefore should not be treated with
contempt.

Sir Charles Court: You will get the in-
formation when the total scheme is laid
out in Proper form. That is a better course
than providing information piecemeal.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I like to keep my
footwork nimble. I intend now to refer
to something else because I believe the
State Government is considering the ques-
tion of waste disposal on a wider basis
than that of local government.

Mr Blaikie: You want to watch out!
Mr A, R. TONKIN: I will acknowledge

that witty interjection. I would like to
read from the State policy of the ALP In
relation to waste disposal. It states.-

The establishment of a statutory
authority which will, with the co-ope-
ration of the Public Health Depart-
ment and the various Local Govern-
ment bodies, process household waste
in the region embraced by the Sta-
tistical Division of Perth so that its
ultimate disposal is ecologically sound.

Such authority to have power to
plan and to operate a system of col-
lecting and transporting refuse and the
siting and building of plants for treat-
ment of waste, domestic or industrial,
that will progressively cope with the
requirements of the community.

I think that policy is a very progressive
one. I hope the State Government will
examine this problem because it is quite
clearly beyond the capacity of local gov-
ernment to deal with it. I hope the time
is not far off when we will get rid of the
idea of sanitary land-fi. I notice that in
a publication of a few years ago-an official
Government report-the sanitary land-fil
method was referred to as "getting rid of
useless land." Of course, quite obviously
that is something that no head of a Gov-
ernment department would say today; he
would realise that in an ecological sense
there is no such thing as waste land; and,
of course, with our arid climate in this
State wetlands are In great shortage and
we should not attempt to destroy them
by this method. I believe this is a very
fruitful area for investigation by State
Governments. Any Government which in-
troduces such a scheme will earn the
respect of the People.
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I would like to mention very briefly a
form of lunacy that seems to have come
upon the State, and which seems to come
upon the State at times when the Con-
servatives are in power and, as though
they were playing a game of cricket and
have been run out they want to take
their bat home and not play any more.
I am referring to the Conservatives in this
State who have talked about secession. I
believe that there are a few cynical people
in this State who treat this subject as a
toy. Unfortunately, many of these people
are very wealthy and although they realise
secession has very little merit they back
it in various ways and obtain some kind of
following of gullible people who do not
understand its implications.

We in Australia have a great and very
proud achievement; that is, that this is
the only continent controlled by one
people. To suggest that we should secede
and throw away this achievement and
break Australia into separate national
group-s is ridiculous. Ours is the only con-
tinent, apart from Antarctica, in which
there has not been the bloodshed of war,
and Yet People want to ignore this achieve-
went and suggest that our Proud nation
should be broken up.

I know I speak for most members when
I say I was born an Australian and I
want to die an Australian. I have ob-
served that most secessionists seem to have
very little feeling for this country, and the
reason for that seems to be that they were
not born here. Most of them seem to
come from other countries. If one con-
siders the Senate team for the secession-
Isis one finds that most of them do not
belong to this country and, of course, they
have no feeling for It. They have come
to Australia and immediately want to
destroy it, having no p~ide in our nation.

I would like to refer-again very briefly
-to a matter of great concern. I was
rather horrified, though not surprised, to
see in The Australian of Wednesday. the
1st May, the following comments by a
gentleman by the name of McNeill, who Is
the Chairman of BliP-

It Is by no means self-evident to me
that It is in anyone's Interest for the
corporation to shoulder social respon-
sibilities which go beyond its respon-
sibilities to its customers, employees
and shareholders.

There we see the chairman of Australia's
largest company suggesting outright im-
morality; he is suggesting that the cor-
poration has no social responsibilities and
that Its only responsibility Is to maximise
profits, to look after its shareholders,
and to look after its customers. Of Course,
the only reason it should look after Its
customers is so that they will come back
for more and, therefore, more profits will
be made from them. I cannot agree that
any Australian worthy of the name should

adopt such an Immoral attitude and say,
"All I am In the game for is to maximise
profits."

That is, of course, consistent with the
policy of other business houses which have
been receiving the benefit of tariff cuts
but have not been passing on that benefit
to their customers. I applauded two suc-
cessive tariff cuts by the Whitlam Govern-
ment because they were something that
has been long overdue in this country.
However, we see that many of the advan-
tages which should have been passed on
to the consumer in the form of decreased
prices were not passed on.

This Is something that the wage earner
cannot do. He cannot arbitrarily Increase
his wage as can scmeone who sells goods
and does increase his Prices almost daily.
So we see once again the lack of morality
on the part of people in business: and yet
from the opposite side of the House we
continually hear the complaint that wage
earners are forcing up costs and that
greedy unionists are causing inflation.
We see this emphasis placed time and time
again upon the wage earners who, gener-
ally speaking, must negotiate collectively
or go to arbitration In order to obtain an
Increase In wages, but we hear very little
emphasis Placed upon the purveyors of
goods.

When we add to this the revelations of
the Rae report we realise just what a sorry
state the business world is In and how
Immoral It is. Therefore, we were not
surprised when Mr McNeill said there is
no necessity for business to have a social
responsibility but that business should look
after Itself and be damned to everyone
else. That is what he said, and this has
been revealed In the Rae report which has
said that manipulation, insider trading,
and that kind of practice have been treat-
ed as the norm.

Sir Charles Court: Will you read his
comments in the right context?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: What is the right
context?

Sir Charles Court: The full context.
He Is a man with a very strong social
outlook.

Mr A. R. TONKITN: How can the Liberal
Party put things right with respect to the
stock markets when in actual fact it Is the
recipient of large sums of money from
these people? How can It possibly clean
up the stock markets, which are In great
need of cleaning up as indicated in the
Rae report, when it is dependent upon the
stock markets for large sums of money?

Mr Grayden: That is absolutely untrue.
Mr A. R. TONKIN4: Then if it is untrue

I will refer to an advertisement from
The Australian of the 11th May, 1974.

The adv2rtisement Is inserted by direc-
tors of Clarence Oil & Minerals Co. Nt. and
North West Oil & Minerals Co. Nt, and
it is headed, "Voters Please Note". It is
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a straightout invitation to the voters to
vote against the Whitlarn Government and
to vote Liberal. One can see that the
advertisement is completely untrue.

Let us consider also the number of ad-
vertisements placed in The West Austra-
lian by Liberal and other anti-Labor
parties on the 17th May, 1974-the day
before the Australian general election. In
that newspaper there were 22 anti-Labor
advertisements, 11 of which were full-page
advertisements. In total they approxi-
mated 16 full pages. When we look at the
pro-Labor advertisements in the same
newspaper we find there were seven, com-
pared with 22 inserted by the Liberal and
Country Parties, the DLP, and associated
creatures. The ALP had three full-page
advertisements, compared with 11 anti-
Labor full-page advertisements. The total
of the ALP advertisements was the equiva-
lent of four full pages, compared with the
equivalent of 16 full pages for the Con-
servative parties. This shows where the
money is; and the broadcasting board of
control has indicated the tremendous
amount of money that was spent on behalf
of the Conservative parties.

We have another example: certain tele-
vision personalities advertised on be-
half of the Labor Party. I refer to Col
Joye, Judy Stone, Little Pattie, and Barry
Crocker. Because they appeared in Labor
Party telecasts their discs were banned on
radio stations in the Eastern States, and
certain Sydney clubs refused to allow them
to perform.

This is the kind of way In which the
Liberal Party fought that election. It was
not content with having the greatest ex-
penditure on advertising which came from
various big corporations which of course
were benefiting from the corrupt way in
which the stock market was run. The
Liberal Party was vindictive and took it
out on people who dared to disagree with
the divine right to rule of the Liberal
Party. There is a very chummy photo-
graph which appeared in The Australian
of the 22nd May headed, "Directors Re-
assure Snedden". The article states-

Liberal Party Leader Mr Snedden
(above, centre) yesterday addressed an
Institute of Directors luncheon.

Of course, these are the people in the great
stock market racket revealed by the Rae
report. Members opposite who are not as
well informed as they should be, need to
be told that Senator Rae certainly is not a
member of the Australian Labor Party.
However, he showed great courage and in-
sistence in revealing what is going on.

Mr Davies: He has lost his endorsement
for the next election!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The article in The
Australian went on to say-

During the luncheon, Mr Snedden
was treated as if he had won the
election and one or two business lead-
ers referred to him as "PM"1.

No doubt they thought that the weight of
money behind the Liberal Party during
the election campaign which financed the
advertisements would do the job. The
article continued-

As the luncheon finished, Mr Sned-
den received a standing ovation.

Perhaps they were still hoping that the
Rae report would not be published.

Sir Charles Court: Rae was not the
only Liberal on that committee.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I refer now to The
West Australian of the 12th June in which
we see a reference to the Liberal Party in
New South Wales receiving free advertise-
ments Produced by the Managing Director
of Doyle, Dane, Bernbach Advertising
Agency. The advertisements included an
Interview with European women likening
the Australian Labor Party to disguised
Communists. So, here we see once again
a free donation to the Liberal Party for
services rendered.

I refer to a headline in the Australian
Financial Review of the 24th May which
states, "Sir Henry Bolte joins Ansett
Transport Industries Board". Do mem-
bers remember that disgraceful exhibition
which occurred when Ansett Transport In-
dustries looked like being taken over? For
the first time in history Sir Henry Bolte
intervened to save Ansett, and there was
the Pay-off. He is now a director. How
despicable, how dirty can politics get?

Sir Charles Court: You think that every-
body's thoughts are in the sewer, like yours.

Mr Jamieson: Unfortunately where
money is concerned they do.

Mir A. R. TONKINq: The Investors
Journal of the 20th April, 1974, referred to
the Australian stock market as, "the take-
over jungle down under". We see that,
according to the balance sheets of the
Australan Medical Association, large sums
of money were paid to the Liberal Party
and we are well aware of why this occur-
red. The Liberal Party of course Is com-
mitted to ensuring that a large section
of the Australian community does not
receive proper health support.

One of the noted opponents in this State
of the proposed health scheme of the Aus-
tralian Government Is a certain doctor-
who, by the way, was not born in this
country-who became a secessionist candi-
date at the last Senate elections. I have
had complaints made to me in my capacity
as a member of Parliament about this
doctor who likes to hang up his shingle
as a secessionist and as an anti-Labor
person. He has told pensioners, "Do not
come back to me for seven weeks because
the Whitlamn Government will not allow
me to see you. You have had your visit
and you are allowed only one visit every
seven weeks." One old pensioner lady
said to him, "What if I had a heart attack
tomorrow morning?" and he repied, "Too
bad, the Whitlarn Government will not
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allow me to treat you." That kind of man
put himself up as a secessionist candidate
at the last Senate elections. That Indi-
cates what kind of a snivelling creature
he Is. He will frighten old people in order
to get back at the Whitlam Government
merely because he does not agree with its
policies. Those are the kind of tactics we
see being used. Of course, It does not come
as a great surprise to those of us who
know our history. I instance the Riverina
campaign which was one of the filthiest
racist campaigns-perhaps the filthiest
campaign-ever seen. We know that the
Australian Country Party in the River"n
benefited from that campaign, because Its
candidate was elected In place of Mr
Grassby. The Country Party was quite
happy to receive the benefit of a filthy
racist campaign. This of course does not
surprise those of us who are avid readers
of Hansard,

Mr MePharlin: Who said it was a filthy
racist campaign?

Sir Charles Court: Do you not think
that the Whitlam Government had some-
thing to do with it? You cannot kick the
primary producers In the teeth forever.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I should like to quote
from the Hansard record for 1971, The
present Premier speaking when he was, I
think, the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion was referring to South Africa and
stated-

one does not get an Impression of
oppression or suppression, and I
sometimes wonder just where our
country Is going in respect of its atti-
tude to South Africa.

I would like to Invite the attention
of members to the publications which
come from South Africa, to give point
to what I am saying.

And so, the member for Nedlands, the
present Premier, allowed himself to be
brainwashed by publications coming from
South Africa.

Sir Charles Court: Have you been there?
Mr A. n. TONKIN: No, I have not.

Sir Charles Court: Well, go and have a
look for yourself. if you did, you would
make a different speech.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I did not go to Nazi
Germany either, but I did not need to go
to know what happened there, or to know
the way In which the black People are
treated In South Africa-the way they are
not permitted to receive an adequate edu-
cation or to be employed In certain occu-
pations and the way they are shot, as
occurred at Sharpeville.

Sir Charles Court: I told you to go and
have a look for yourself. If you did that,
It would do you good.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If the Premier wants
to stand and defend rakcism, then he should
do so, by all means.

Sir Charles Court: I do not defend
racism; that is not what I am Saying.

Mr A. Rt. TONlKIN: Certainly, he could
not expect me to defend it. When we look
at the situation in South Africa and the
Riverina, we soon remember the comments
made from the Opposite side of the House.
The Conservatives believe they have a
divine right to rule. We saw this in 1974
when they stopped supply and forced a
double dissolution. We saw this in 1973
when that wonderful House of Review, the
Legislative Council, threatened to stop
supply and there was a great deal of specu-
lation in the newspapers as to whether
supiply would be stopped. I wonder whether
in tomorrow morning's issue of The West
Austrul'an or in the afternoon's Daily
Newus there will be speculation as to
whether that august body, that House of
Review, the Legislative Council, may stop
the Supply Bill we are now debating. As
a House oi Review, I am sure that it will
reserve for itself the right to stop supply.
I will be interested to see whether the
Journalists believe that this is a distinct
possibility.

I should like to refer briefly to the most
amazing thing that anyone could see. I
refer to a group of people going to the
community and saying, "We have formed a
new party with a new name. It is time
for a new deal. We are the National Al-
liance." Certain of those people were
elected to this Parliament and before they
had even sat in these benches they denied
that they were members of a party called
the National Alliance. They had decided
to call themselves members of the Austra-
lian Country Party. But where does that
leave their supporters? Those foolish
people who thought they were voting for
a new party suddenly found themselves
back with the old breed. But this does not
surprise us at all because when we look
at the history of Conservative parties in
Australia, we can go back to the beginning
of this century and find that they have
called themselves by a variety of names.
First, there were the Protectionists and
Free Traders. Then In 1909 they called
themselves the Fusionists.

Mr T. J. Burke: The who?
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: The Fusionists. Be-

cause they fused! That was a truly original
title, members must agree. Then, in 1917,
they called themselves the Nationalists.
That was after they had been the Liberals
for a while. In 1931 the United Australia
Party Was formed and in 1944 the Liberal
Party reappeared. So, over the years, we
have seen Conservative political parties
chan~in their names and hoping to at-
tract new membe~rs. They were not con-
cerned to stand their ground and to stand
up for what they believed in. They pre-
ferred to change their name as one name
became unpopular. As the United Austra-
lia Party became unpopular, so it became
the Liberal Party of Australia.
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The members of the Australian Labor
Party have stuck to the name of their
party and they are proud of it. Even
when we had our backs to the wall we
were prepared to stand up and oppose a
filthy, dirty war in Vietnam In 1966.
People deserted our party in droves, and
despite the fact that we continued to be
under attack we still did not squirm and
did not change the name of our party In
order to gain popularity, because the
members of our party have principles and
we do niot believe In gaining Popularity at
any price,

Mr Young: You are a socialist party.
Mr Hartrey: Of course we are a, soc-

ialist party!
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: We are not going to

change our name. We do not have a dirty
name. We have nothing to be ashamed
of and so we will continue to be known
as the Australian Labor Party because
people know what It stands for.

I believe there are some very grave im-
plcations In our so-called democracy. We
have seen shocking electoral inequity be-
ing Imposed on the people because at the
moment the electoral arithmetic does not
add up. It is quite clear we do not have
democracy, but If we are to try to have
democracy surely people should be assured
that If they support a party carrying a
certain banner conveying a message to
the people, that party will not throw its
banner away.

NMR BRYCE (Ascot) [9.52 P.m.]: At
the outset of this twenty-eighth Parlia-
ment of Western Australia, I would point
out that we are all1 part of what consti-
tutes the fifteenth change of Government
In this State since the evolution of the
Party system. All members on this side
of the House feel quite confident and
happy about the prospects of the general
election that will be held In 1977 and that,
in that year, the twenty-ninth Parliament
will, of course, bring about the sixteenth
change of Government in Western Aus-
tralia. We are therefore anxiously look-
Ing forward to the 1977 State election.

Those of us on this side of the Cham-
ber, unlike the Conservative members of
the national Parliament, have been able
to accept that there has been a change
of Government. During the debate on
this Bill I would like to refer briefly to
certain aspects of the last election cam-
paign that produced a change of Gov-
ernment, but concerning a few of those
aspects I will elaborate In greater depth.

In 1974 there was an unusually large
number of vacant seats to be filled at the
State election. This was brought about by
the large number of retirements and also
by a change In the electoral boundaries.
As a consequence of these Involved factors
we now see a large number of new faces
In this Parliament.

Another outstanding result of the cam-
paign was a very marked difference In the
voting recorded In the metropolitan area

and in the country areas of the State.
Most of us are well aware that the people
In the metropolitan area voted strongly in
favour of Labor candidates, but It was an
overwhelming reversal of such voting in
the rural parts of Western Australia that
produced the change of Government. At
this stage I think It Is worth bearing in
mind that of the 51 seats in the Legisla-
tive Assembly which determine the party
that will govern the State, only 23 of
those seats are In the metropolitan area,
despite the fact that two-thirds of the
people of the State reside In this area,
and there are 28 seats held by members
representing rural areas. This, I believe,
Is the real answer to the change of Gov-
ernment in 1974.

Anart from an election held in the early
1930s, I believe that the 1914 State elec-
tion was probably the most memorable that
has ever been held In this State, because
it was fought almost exclusively on Federal
issues. The then Leader of the Opposition
seemed to get his way to a large extent in
view of the fact that he had the backing
of a very sympathetic media to generate
suloport for his campaign which he focused
largely on national issues. As a result, on
occasions, it was quite difficult to appreci-
ate that we were In the middle of a State
electon campaign because so many of the
issues were in fact national issues. An-
other feature of the campaign that has,
been referred to elsewhere, and which I
think worthy of note, must surely be the
tremendous rise in the actual cost of the
campaigns conducted by all three major
political parties in this State. It has al1-
ready been referred to in the national
Parliament and I think that we in the
State Parliament should take note of what
constitutes a dangerous trend In the
rapidly rising costs of election campaign-
Ing.

If there is one obvious lesson that we
can learn from the Watergate incident
In the United States of America It Is that
there can be some extremely serious Im-
plications to democracy when the cost of
a Political campaign becomes so exorbitant
that it is almost Impossible to raise funds
to conduct an election without strings
being attached to the funds that are
Provided.

I think probably it would be a reasonable
d"guesstimate,, when I suggest that the
cost of the election campaign in 1974, In-
cluding the cost of the individual elec-
torate campaigns, would probably be of
the order of $260 000 to all three major
political parties.

Mr Jamnieson., It would be higher than
that.

Mr BRYCE: Another Interesting aspect
of the election campaign to which I would
like to draw attention this evening is the
now infamous Forrest Place incident. I
have a good reason for making reference
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to this incident because I was on the plat-
-form in Porrest Place on the day
that rather dismal performance by some
rather idiotic extreme unfortunates took
place. It was a great pity the State Par-
liament was not in session shortly after

*the incident on that day because this
* prevented many of the true facts being

presented to the people of the State.
Mr Davies: Why did not the people who

made the inquiries ask the opinion of
those who were on the platform?

Mr BRYCE: There Is a big question
mark in the minds of many people as to
whether anything like an authentic re-
port was ever compiled on the events that
took place that day. One of the features
in respect of this matter that I would like
to focus my attention on at the outset Is
that I want it to be known that I have
no objection whatsoever to the farmers,
the Young Liberals, the Aborigines, trade
unionists, or university students express-
ing their dissent, or demonstrating such
dissent in a peaceful manner; that Is, ex-
pressing their dissent against the policies
of any Government of the day.

One of the aspects of this particular
situation that seemed to stick in the craw
of the leader and the members of the
Government was that for so long they have
campaigned in the Parliament and on the
hustings about the terrible and irrespon-
sible people in society who participate in
dissent, and they found It almost Impas-
sible to accept that, in fact, some of their
supporters in the form of farmers, quite
deliberately, chose, in an organised fashion.
to express their dissent, dissatisfaction,
and disgruntlement about the policies of
the Whitlamn Government.

it is a great pity that the institution
of the open forum, which Forrest Place
has become, Is to be Jeopardised because
of some extremist idiots who, In my
opinion, were well organised. I say that
because of the vantage point I had on the
truck from which the Prime Minister was
speaking on that day. It is a great pity
that some of those idiots went to such
extreme lengths,

Mr McPharlin: Would you deny that the
farmers were incited?

Mr Jamieson: I will give you "Incited"
in a minute when I get on my feet. You
will be incited because I intend to do just
that.

Mr Bertram: You admit they were
f anners?

Mr BR.YCE: I do not think that the
question of whether or not the farmers
were incited is relevant. It is not at all
relevant to the way in which they behaved.-If university students happened to be in-
cited to behave in a certain way when
man-handled by policemen there could
never be, in the minds of members oposite.
an excuse for the behaviour of those

university students. AUl I am suggesting
is that the Government should take a long,
hard look at the inconsistency with which
it approaches this question of dissent and
demonstrations, because I believe it has
adopted a completely double standard. I
am most anxiously waiting for the months
ahead to see Just exactly how this double
standard will apply. If trade unionists and
university students choose to demon'trate.
they are obviously placed in a very differ-
ent category from that in which farmers
aire placed. The media carried very fre-
quent warnings that organized farmers
would disrupt the Prime Minister's meet-
Ing and would prevent his being heard.
This they achieved because they cut the
microphone cord and yelled and screamed
from one end of the meeting to the other.
Incidentally, I am not saying that only
farmers were involved in the incident.

Mr MePharlin: I am glad to hear you
say that.

Mr BRYCE: But the farmers' organisa-
tions in this city must bear a sizeable
amount of the responsibility because their
own organisations intended to incite them.

Mr Blalkie: What was your attitude to
them when you were on the platform?

Mr BRYCE: As a matter of fact I was
rather disappointed about some of the
stories I heard from my friends in country
areas about my alleged contribution.

Mr Blaikie: You have very few friends in
country areas.

Mr BRYCE: Allow me to complete my
reply. Purely on a chronological basis, I
was very disappointed that some people
mistook me for Fred Daly. Some of my
friends in the wheatbelt attributed to me
some of the things he said.

Mr Blalkie: Do you think his comments
were a bit rough?

Mr BRYCE: The person to whom I re-
ferred made some comment about World
War II and I was disappointed that some-
one thought that I would have been to the
war or taken any part in it. as I was born
in 1943. However, I do not hold that
against any of the farmers.

What I would like to point out about
this particular situation is that on so many
occasions when university students and
others demonstrate about questions of im-
portant principles which affect the coin-
munity they do so in a way which indicates
they have a very real concern for the com-
munity. It was very disappointing to see
that this ugly, un-Australian situation de-
veloped because people were protesting
about what was happening to their hip
Pocket nerve. I have no objection to these
people choosing to demonstrate, but I felt
it was a great pity that that particular
situation degenerated in the way it did.

Mr MoPharlin: Had the Prime minister
accepted an invitation to go to Subiaco the
meeting would have been much more
orderly.
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Mr May: What about the vehicles across
the Causeway before the speech started?

Mr Morharlin: We never received a
reply.

Mr BRYCE: The vehicles parked across
the Causeway were parked deliberately to
disrupt traffic. Had they been driven by
university students or trade unionists,* I
have no doubt the drivers would have been
picked up and incarcerated to face
charges.

Mr O'Connor: Why do you say that?
Mr BRYCE: I have no doubt in my mind.

I am expressing an opinion.
Mr Bertram: A pretty good one, too,
Mr ER.YCE: It was a very great pity

that that demonstration occurred here In
the metropolitan area. All that was really
achieved in one particular sense was that
the rural community was smeared in the
eyes of a very great percentage of the met-
ropolitan population. This is a great pity
because the rural sector of the economy
is an important and respected one. The
unfortunate part is that a well-organised
extremist outlaw group was responsible for
going just too far because it took the law
into its own hands and turned a peaceful
political meeting into a violent un-Austra-
itan incident.

Subsequently of course it was most un-
fortunate that the Government almost
turned the situation into a fiasco. After
the event the PremiAer, obviously finding
it very difficult to accept that supporters
of his were Involved In dissent, made a.
statement to the effect that a report bad
been made by the police indicating that
farmers were not responsible for the nasty
actions which took place that day. When
requested to provide for public purposes
a copy of the report, the Premier would
not agree and the report was not forth-
coming. We do not ever expect to see it
because I, for one, do not believe that such
a report ever existed.

Sir Charles Court: Of course there is a
report.

Mr Jamieson: Not one person on the
truck that day was ever interviewed. What
sort of a report was that?

Mr BRYCE:" One wonders really what
the Premier is talking about when he says
there is a report.

Sir Charles Court: I did not make the
report; the police did.

Mr O'Connor: There was a report com-
piled by a senior officer.

Sir Charles Court: You are not as dumb
about the facts of that fracas as you make
out tonight.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
f or Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: I do not propose to labour
this point too much longer. However, I
wish to relate a couple of anecdotes, based
on my personal experience, and I wish to
have them recorded because I think they

tend to Illustrate that a great number of
genuine, decent people living in country
areas were horrified by the Incident that
day.

As I climbed off the truck, not long after
the other speakers, I was approached by
a couple who said that they had voted
Liberal all their lives and that they would
continue to do so. They had no reason.
according to their own values, to vote
Labor, but they wanted me to know that
they were thoroughly disgusted with their
countrymen. They were farmers.

About five minutes later, on my way
back to my parked car, I was approached
by a6 group of young chaps who. I assume,
were farmers. They recognised me as being
one of the speakers and they said, "Well
at least your Prime Minister now knows
what we tanners b- well think!" I
guessed they were farmers when they made
a statement like that.

Mr O'Connor: You are only guessing.
Mr BRYCE: Shortly after arriving back

at the headquarters of the ALP, where
we had organised our meeting, a rather
hrate farmer entered, greatly agitated, He
said, "Look, this is not a very great con-
tribution that I make. I cannot completely
atone for the behaviour of my fellow farm-
ers in Forrest Place today, but I would
like to make a contribution.", He then
handed over a sum of money.

These incidents are only two of the
great host of examples of reaction to that
situation and they Indicate that there was
a very well-organised element of farmers
who expressed their dissent.

I would like to conclude my remarks on
this subject by repeating once again that
I have no objection to farmers, Aborigines,
trade unionists, or any others in the com-
munity expressing their dissent. I believe
that this Is a right which we have in a
democracy and It should be protected. It
seems that the mistake made that day
was made by some extremists. This has
been alleged since then and I believe there
is a good reason for believing it. Accord-
ing to one of the local publicans, the
young folk were half-charged with liquor,
and this possibly accounts for their be-
haviour.

I propose to leave that subject there and
draw the attention of members to three
of the most interesting trends which have
developed and I think are well worth
watching as the life of the new Govern-
ment develops.

The first item of interest relates to the
very remarkable change in the attitude of
the 'Premier. I cannot help but remark
that 12 months ago, sitting right here on
this side of the Chamber, was a knight
in shining armour who had an
extremely simple and straightforward
solution to every economic and social prob~-
lem facing Western Australia. The solu-
tion was simply to elect him as Premier and
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everything would be okay! Of course, this
was part and Parcel of the Liberal Party
platform.

Mr Bertram: Did you believe that pro-
posal?

Mr BRYCE: No. However, it seems that
a number of people did. So we had the
situation where the then Leader of the
Opposition suggested unemployment and
inflation-which was the greatest prob-
lem in November, 1971, when I was elected
at a by-election-were the complete res-
ponsibility of the State Government. He
wanted to know how the then Tonkin
Government would solve the Problem.

The then Leader of the Opposition com-
pletely overlooked Billy Snedden's Budget
in August of 1971. It was deliberately
designed to create a pool of unemploy-
ment. That is part and Parcel of the
Liberal Party policy. However, the Leader
of the Opposition at that time completely
refused to acknowledge that unemploy-
ment in this State had been substantially
caused by that Budget deliberately brought
down in the national Parliament In 1971.

If we progress 12 months to August.
1972, the Billy Snedden Budget brought
down at that time was deliberately cal-
culated to be inflationary. In fact, it was
the beginning, in a very real way, of the
inflationary spiral we face today.

Sir Charles Court: That is not correct.

Mr BRYCE: In a panic move Billy Sued-
den brought in a Budget which could have
no other effect but kick off a substantial
increase in the rate of inflation. That is
the sort of Inflation the Tonkin Govern-
ment was expected to combat, We were
forever being told by the knight in shn-
Ing armour that if he were managing the
affairs of Western Australia we would not
have these sorts of Problems. No matter
what happened anywhere else in the world,
and no matter what happened in the
national Parliament. these problems were
solvable in Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: And they were, with
the Government you had In Canberra.

Mr BRYCE: A comparison I would like
to refer to was the terrible trouble the
Hawke Labor Government had with the
Menzies Government of the day in trying
to convince the Menzies Government that
iron ore export licenses ought to be ranted
to the Western Australian Government so
that the great iron ore development could
be kicked off . Had that decision been made
in favour of the Hawke Government's re-
quest then quite possibly Mr Herb Graham
might well be known as the Czar of the
North instead of the present Premier who
is regarded by all as having created a great
miracle. I do not detract from the work
done during that period of office but I
would like to draw attention to what has
become a terribly unsavoury and unifortun-
ate attitude since the change of Govern-
ment.

We now find that the same knight In
shining armour-although now the armour
is slightly tarnished-is putting the blame
on Canberra. There has to be an excuse. No
matter what happens we find that some
promises cannot be fulfilled or some under-
taking is controlled by the great devil
2 000 miles away in Canberra.

I think the people of Western Australia
will tire very quickly indeed of a Govern-
ment which is continually looking for ex-
cuses. We remember weil the time when
the then Leader of the Opposition was
being regarded in the metropolitan area
as the greatest knocker of every single
thing which the Tonkin Labor Govern-
ment proposed. No matter what it was it
had to be knocked. And, of course, I think
the vote in the metropolitan area reflected
that reaction.

The second trend on which we will have
to keep a watchful eye-and members can
be sure that we on this side will do so-
is the dribbling evidence of repudiation of
election promises, One of the documents
which I think the Premier will really re-
gret for a long time is the Liberal Party
policy. We will sit back and wait for the
repudiation of political promises, a vast
list of which appears in the document.

Very early in the life of this Govern-
ment, in the Governor's Speech made only
a few days ago, we saw the realisation
that some policies were, in fact, to be im-
plemented over a long period of time.

A third interesting point is becoming
quite obvious. The Premier, In part aided
and abetted quite capably by the Minister
for Transport, has been making extrava-
gant promises-.-dnteresting and imaginative
promises, I have no objection whatsoever
to the leader of a Government, or a
Minister, making statements to the Press
Indicating where he thinks Western Aus-
tralia ought to be heading. However, one
has to doubt the credibility of a leader
when he turns around and expects the
national Government to pay for those
promises which are a result of his own
fertile imagination.

Mr O'Connor,. What promises?
Sir Charles Court: Such as what?
Mr Jamieson: Such as schools.
Mr BRYCE: There Is one very good ex-

ample. I received an answer to a question
I asked today relating to the type of ter-
tiary education institution to be established
in the Pilbara.

Mr O'Connor: Did I comment on that?
Sir Charles Court: No-one said there

would be an institution established there in
1977. However, tertiary education facilities
can be made available without it. The
member is aware that both WAIT and the
Murdoch University are working on it now.

Mr BRYCE: I will refer to the relevant
parts of the reply which I am sure mem-
tiers heard tonight. The north-west policy
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of the Liberal Party, spelt out by the
Premier, was as follows-

In association with resource develop-
snent-

We will establish some advanced
forms of tertiary education by
1977, for which planning and pre-
paration will commence immedi-
ately.

He then read a paragraph of a speech be
made at Newman recently, which was, as
follows--

The kind of ca-operation I think of
is implicit in our plans to provide the
Pilbara region with tertiary education
on an advanced scale by 1977.

If that can be managed I will be delighted
but I very much expect that if it cannot
be done the Commonwealth Government
will be blamed, because it will not provide
the money for this Interesting dream. I
feel quite confident in my mind but
I am happy to wait to see how things
develop. I have a strong suspicion that
the Commonwealth will again be blamed
In this respect.

Sir Charles Court: It will happen.
Mr BRYCE: I would like to refer to a

couple of aspects of this very Interesting
document. Strangely enough, the first
aspect relates specifically to a migration
policy which was put forward by the
Premier when he was planning to go onto
the hustings some tour or five months
ago. I very much regret that the pages,
of this document are not numbered. We
may have to devise our own numbering
system for reference purposes as we go
along.

Mr Harman: Perhaps some of it can be
taken out.

Mr BRYCE: It Is amazing that the
Premier of this State should include in a
platform put to the people of Western
Australia a plan relating to migration.
The heading Is "Expanding Migration."
The reason I find it very difficult to under-
stand that the Premier would put forward
such a policy is that the States have no
constitutional right whatever In this field.
Even the conservative constitutional fath-
ers at the turn of the century agreed this
was an aspect which should be given to a
national Government.

It Is very important for members to
understand that the State Department of
Immigration is purely and simply concern-
ed with British migration, In that it has a
recruitment mission In Britain. That is
the sole scope of Its activities. I under-
stand in 1946 a conference between the
Commonwealth Minister for Immigration
and various colleagues from the States
decided the States would be allowed to
operate only in this narrow sphere.

I do not know whether it is a typical
loose use of words, but on page 6 of the
Governor's Speech this amazing state-
ment appears-

The Government is concerned that
Immigration was Permitted to run
down, resulting in the present serious
shortage of skilled workers in many
categories. The selective recruitment
of migrants Is being stepped up in a
number of overseas countries ...

The Premier knows, as well as I, or any-
body else who cares to study the scope of
activities of the State Department of Imn-
migration, that it Is totally outside the
power, responsibility, and authority of a
State immigration office to send somebody
to Europe to recruit migrants from any-
where other than Britain.

Sir Charles Court: 1 will tell you some-
thing now. We did it with great effect
and got double the national average num-
ber of migrants and more than New South
Wales in one year.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier uses superla-
tives when he should be using compara-
tives. This Is a failing of his. I will
Illustrate what the facts are. I took some
trouble to ascertain them and I would like
them to be incorporated in Mansard.

The second paragraph on the page
headed "Expanding Migration" is typical
of the -statements made in this document.
It reads-

We are concerned that In the past
three years Western Australia's mig-
rant Intake has been no greater than
in one year before the present Govern-
ment took office.

Mr Grayden: That is correct.
Mr BRYCE: It Is absolutely false.
Mr Grayden: You should have a look at

the figures.
Mr B3RYCE: I asked for the figures to-

day, for that reason, and as a matter of
fact I even took the trouble to ring up
the Commonwealth department. I was
not sure whether the Premier was refer-
ring to the total migrant intake of West-
ern Australia.

Mr Grayden: You cannot Interpret
figures. You do not know what your own
question was.

Mr BRYCE: I have a rough idea. I
think I have spent a more Intense period
studying some of the problems of Immi-
gration than has the Present Minister.

Mr Grayden: I can assure you that you
are wrong again.

Mr BRYCE: I would like to have mocor-
ported in Hansard the figures that were
given to me today by the Minister for
Immigration.

Mr O'Neil: They are already in Hansard
in the answer to a question.

Mr BRYCE: It Is handy for the Minister
to Interject In that way but I propose to
have the fig oes incorporated as part and
parcel of my argument right now.

Mr Davies: They were tabled.
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Mr BRhYCE: The statistics provided by
the Minister today, which I would like to
have included in Hansard, are-

1969-70 .. ... 9851
1970-71 ... .. 8444
1971-72 ... .. .. 6266
1972-73 ... .. .. 4401
1973-74 .. ... 3341

I want to place alongside those figures the
statistics from the Commonwealth depart-
ment which reflect the total Immigration
figures in the comparable period. They
are-

1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73

22686
2149'
11059

.. 12398
The figure for 1973-74 Is not available but
the estimate is between 8 000 and 9 000.

I do not propose to bore members by
putting forward examples of what exactly
the Premier's policy statement means In
terms of those figures. I Invite members
to work It out themselves, and if the
Minister wishes to reply, he Is quite wel-
come to do so. I am saying that this is one
erroneous statement Included in the
Liberal Party's platform, and I think quite
a few others will be found.

Mr Graydent You misinterpreted the
figures.

Mr O'Neil: He cannot understand the
figures-that is the problem.

Mr BRYCE: I would be happy to have
the Minister teach me.

Mr May: You wouldn't, would You?
Mr O'Neil: I would not be happy to

have you as a student.
Mr Orayden: You are not getting off

that subject already, are you?
Mr O'Neil: He read the figures and that

is all he knows. He has not made a point.
Mr BRYCE: As a matter of fact I

have some rather Interesting details to
present for the Information of the Minis-
ter, for whom I have a great personal re-
gard.

Mr May: Which one?

Mr BRYCE: The Minister for Immigra-
tion. However, I must add I also have a
great sense of fear for him because I feel
he may well be swayed unduly by repre-
sentatives of a number of building com-
panies and others who exercise a fairly
considerable degree of Influence in the
State Department of Inumigration. I have
a basic fear that the present Government's
administration of this department may
well lead to open slather for building com-
panies.

Mr Thompson: Are you not stepping
outside Your shadow Ministry?

Mr BRYCE: I would like to highlight a
Sew features of immigration. Over the last
few years I have taken a very serious and
close Interest in the Protection of mnigrants
who come to this country and the many

Pitfalls they can encounter when they
arrive. As a result of some little effort on
my Part and of pressure brought to bear
in other areas,-responsible pressure at
Government level-Whe State Department
of Immigriation revised Its system of con-
ditions governing the methods by which
these building companies can bring mi-
grants into Western Australia.

Perhaps some members do not have a
detailed understanding of these schemes.
but I do not intend to go Into great de-
tail right now. However, I would like to
draw attention to the fact that the pre-
vious Government insisted on one im-
Portant condition. I am afraid that there
has been a change for the worse since
the change of Government. As a result
of a condition imposed during the term
of office of the Previous Government,
every time Landall or some other build-
ing company brought out migrants to buy
one of their homes in Perth, It was neces-
sary and, Indeed, It was found to be very
desirable, that these migrants should be
taken to the State Department of Imnmi-
gration for briefing. During the late 1960s
and the early 1970s, It was revealed that a
tremendous number of financial pitfalls
confronted the migrants. This came about
through some sharp practices undertaken
by keen salesmen.

These migrants would be met on arrival
In Perth by one of the keen salesmen
who worked for a building company. in-
cidentally, these men operated on a com-
mission basis so it was in their best In-
terests to sell a house to migrants as socn
as possible.

The SPEAKER: The honourable menm-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr BRYCE: The previous Government
Imposed a condition whereby these ini-
grants had to go to the Department of
Immigration for briefing. That condition
has now been removed, and I am very
sorry to say, as I understand It, with the
authority of the Minister. Today I asked
for the tabling of these conditions, and
I see that this particular condition has
been removed. This Indicates that there
could well be an open slather again for
certain building companies at the expense
of the migrants.

Mr Grayden: It was not only removed
with my authority, I removed It-

Mr Harman: Shame!
Mr Grayden: -for the very good rea-

son of effecting economy. You were
brainwashing the migrants. You do not
know what the alternative Is.

Mr BRYCE: I appreciate that I have
less than four minutes left. I would like
to point out another disturbing aspect. I
have here an article from a Landall mag-
azine which circulates amongst migrant
groups In the United Kingdom.

Mr Grayden: This is the bias coming
out.
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Mr BRYCE: The article contains an in-
teresting statement about effective com-
pany representatives. It states-

Our representatives instead keep in
close touch with each family and act
in an advisory capacity. People are
pumped full of ill-advice on arrival-

And I would like members to take note of
this-

-and much of this ill-advice comes
from official sources.

'when I received a copy of this magazine
I wrote to the Minister and asked him to
investigate this deliberate public insult to
the State Department of Immigration.

Mr Grayden: You carried out a vendetta
against the company, using Government
officers to do It.

Mr BRYCE: A short while later I re-
ceived a reply from the Minister indicat-
ing that no action had been taken. He
had discussed the matter with Landalls
but I was given no indication of an ex-
planation. I am a little concerned that
this may be a rather ominous sign.

Mr Grayden: I am still waiting for a
reply from you.

Mr BRYCE: There is one other signific-
ant feature of the way in which the system
operates. I would like the Minister to in-
vestigate the situation surrounding the
appointment of a Mr Smith as a welfare
officer. I asked a Previous Minister about
Mr Smith's appointment to the State
Department of Immigration, and I was
told that he was a ministerial appointee:
that the position was not advertised
through the Public Service. Mr Smith was
appointed in 1968, and he remained with
the department until 1972 when I under-
stand things became a little too hot.

Mr Smith was a former employee of
one of the building companies-the par-
ticular building company to which I have
just referred. He was recommended to the
Department of Immigration by the director
of that company.

Mr Grayden: How long ago was this?
Mr BRYCE: This was in 1968. I urge

the Minister to investigate the circum-
stances surrounding that particular ap-
pointment.

Mr Grayden: Is he still there?

Mr BRYCE: Shortly after this matter
was discovered. Mr Smith went back Into
the employ of that particular building
company in Melbourne. One Is tempted to
ask whether he was placed into a. par-
ticular spot to sell houses. I believe that
this particular Government Policy-

Mr Orayden: Your Government was in
office for three years, what did It do about
It?

Mr BRYCE: This is a matter for real
concern. It is Possible that the building
companies mnay have an open slather unless

the Minister in charge of this particular
portfolio is prepared to take the necessary
action.

Mr Grayden: The necessary action has
been taken. You do not know what the
alternative is.

MR JAMIESON (Welsbpool-Deputy
Leader of the opposition) (10.35 pm.):
Freed as I am from the pressures of the
Ministry, I am able to be more critical
of people than I have been for some few
years.

Mr O'Neil: I had not noticed.

Mr JAMIESON: Same of the criticism
that I bring forward toniight will be aimed
of course at rec?nt happenings during the
election campaign and also the wails and
cries of the Present Premier and his
Cabinet Ministers about the Common-
wealth Government.

When the constitutional fathers formu-
lated the Policy that laid down the Con-
stitution and set up the financial responsi-
bilities of the States and of the Federal
Government under the system, one could
hardly describe it otherwise than as some
bastardised form of financial arrangement.
If one examines the system closely, one
sees that it can never work. No matter
how long we may deny it, and no matter
what Government is in power, eventually
we must come around to the idea of giving
full financial responsibility to a Govern-
ment which controls the economy of Aus-
tralia. Whether this suits the present
Government, or whether it suits centralists,
anti-centralists, or any other section, it
must be done. It is no good the Premier
and his Ministers crying and screaming
about the financial policies of the Com-
monwealth Government when they go out
on the hustings and oppose propositions
to give designed control to the Federal
central Government on matters of finance.
It is no good trying to treat our State as
an Island. The Civil Service had enough
of the Premier earlier with this type of
thinking. I gained the impression that
the officers were sick and tired of trying
to teach the Premier the facts of life.
This State Must be Influenced first of all
by Commonwealth Policy and secondly by
the world situation. However, the Premier
does not want to learn this fact. He will
not learn it.

Sir Charles Court: Don't YOU want
States?

Mr JAMIESON: we cannot teach old
dogs new tricks.

Sir Charles Court: Don't you want
States?

Mr JAMESON: I do want States, but
wve must have a central Government that
can control its own financial policy. The
Minister who Is laughing has no other
Interest than the system of the Hank of
New South Wales. This does not go very
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far to solve the problems; it only ac-
centuates them. This is evidenced by the
various fights for money between the
different institutions.

Mr Rushton: What about the Common-
wealth Bank and the Reserve Bank?

Mr JAMIESON: They do not have the
power that is needed. Do not talk rubbish.
The banking world is a power in the
economy. The money is in the banking
s. ctor and as soon as one section is con-
trolled, the money goes to another section.

Mr Rushton: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is helibent on detroying them.
This has caused the present calamitous
situation.

Mr JAMIESON: The Minister says that
the Federal Government is helibent on
destroying them, but the bank he belonged
to was hellbent on destroying his brain,
by brainwashing him so that he does not
understand anything that is not the policy
of that particular organtsation.

I would like to ask members through
you, Mr Speaker, how Is It that in other
countries of the world in which the central
Government has such powers the things
that the Minister now suggests would
occur If additional powers were given to
the Commonwealth Government have not
occurred?

Sir Charles Court: What countries have
you In mind?

Mr JAMIESON* Any country of the
world.

Sir Charles Court: What about Canada?
Mr JAMIESON: America, for Instance,

has a Federal system, somewhat similar to
ours, but the central Government has far
more power and control over its finances
than our Commonwealth Government has
over the finance of Australia,

Sir Charles Court: No.

Mr JAMIESON: Oh. yes It has. The
Premier need not start philosophising on
this.

Sir Charles Court: The banks in
America cannot go interstate, for instance.

Mr JAMIESON: They cannot, but they
are severely governed, even within the
States, by the actions of the central Gov-
ernment.

Sir Charles Court: What about income
tax within the States there?

Mr JAMIESON: of course, America
has a different system of Income tax, but
now we are getting on to another subject.
America has an income tax, a county tax,
and a dozen and one other taxes. In that
respect it has a system somewhat different
from ours. I indicated that our constitu-
tional fathers left us with this mix-up, and
until It Is sorted out we must realise that
if parties go to war on the hustings over
this and the Premier takes the action that
he has taken, then he must put up with
what has occurred.

I suppose it could be claimed that I
adopt a somewhat unusual attitude because
I suggest there Is nothing wrong In letting
Inflation run the full cycle. I feel we do
more harm to the community If we run In
and try to stop Inflation. The only way to
stop Inflation within our limited financial
powers is to use the stop-go method which
causes pools of unemployment and then
releases them at a later stage. However,
that is not satisfactory to the people of
Australia, so we must let it go. The situ-
ation will straighten itself out in the long
run. It is wrong to think we can hold
out against the world tide, when the spiral-
ling cost of money is evident in all the
countries of the world-in some to a
greater extent than we are experiencing.
Other countries have got by.

Some of the South American Countries,
as the Premier well knows, have extremely
high rates of Inflation. I think the rate
per annumn in Chile was 1 300 per cent.
Naturally we would not want that, but by
the same token the rate in Chile Is now
down to about 120 per cent, and the Gov-
ernment Is happy about It. The rate of
Inflation in Brazil was running at between
120 and 130 per cent, but now It has been
brought down to 25 or 30 per cent. But.
of course, in those countries the central
Government has absolute power and if one
does not do what one Is told one is made
to.

Mr Mensaros; Compare the standards
of living there and here. You must do
that.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course one must.
Obviously the Minister was not listening
when I explained that we have a different
class of people from that of other coun-
tries, and a higher standard of living. So
we must let Inflation run; It has never
killed anybody. As long as we have a
little Inflation people are reasonably happy.
But excessive deflation does a terrible
amount of damage to the community. ]It
puts people out of work and has no regard
for their welfare. There is nothing more
heartrending than to have people In the
community who cannot obtain work as a
result of a policy of aL central Govern-
ment.

I suggest that if I have any argument
with the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment at the present time it is because it
was conned into believing that the present
rate of inflation is more terrible than
some form of deflation. It was conned into
believing that by the Federal Leader of
the Opposition and his cohorts, such as the
Premier of this State when he was on the
hustings.

Of course, when he was on the hustings.
the Premier was doing a good job for us.
If we could have paid for him to appear on
television just once more I have no doubt
that friend Viner would not be represent-
ing the seat of Stirling; because we
needed only one more push by the
present Premier and we would have got a
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few extra votes. He appeared on television
so often In the week or so prior to the
Federal election that we could feel the tide
turning our way, just as we could during
the State election. But, unfortunately, we
ran out of money and could not find
enough to Put him on television again,
otherwise we would have succeeded in win-
ning the sixth Federal seat for the Labor
Party in this State.

Mr Bertram: We had better earmark
some for next time.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes. We will. it is bad
luck when a political party runs out of
money for such a good purpose.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
has been dealt with already by one of
my eDleagues; I refer to the incident which
occurred on Monday, the 25th March-
probably the blackest day in the political
history of our State. Many stupid state-
ments about it have been made by mem-
bers of the Government. As the member
who made the first such statement to
which 1 wish to refer is not present in the
Chamber, perhaps I will deal with it later
because I lie to give any sucker an even
break. 1 do not follow the American line
of thought that one never gives a sucker
an even break. Therefore, I will move on
to another matter.

Firstly I would like to say that had I
had anything to do with the matter-and
I did not because we were removed from
Government-there would never have been
a police inquiry into the Incident which
occurred on Monday. the 25th March. I
do not think the inquiry was warranted:
but having instigated such an inquiry I
think the Government of the day was ab-
solutely stupid in not releasing the result
of it. The Government made great play of
the fact that we were going to have open
government, and its very first action was
to instigate a form of closed inquiry.

For some mysterious reason the police
did not make inquiries amongst those who
probably knew a little about what happen-
ed, such as those people who were present
on the platform. Probably the police went
to some of the Ministers to obtain advice
regarding what happened and became just
as confused as the reporter Don Smith who
pointed out in the Press that after con-
sidering all the letters written to the Press
-particularly those from country areas--
he was satisfied that nothing happened In
Forrest Place and that he did not see
what he saw: and that the whole thing
was ridiculous nonsense.

This unfortunate incident left a schismn
between the metropolitan and country
areas. At first the Farmers' Union backed
away and said It had nothing to do with
It. 0f course, it had forgotten about its
prior campaign to bring 5 000 farmers to
the city. r have all the evidence about
that campaign, including the various
dates, and how the meeting at Subiaco

was delayed so that the farmers could go
to Forrest Place: how hasty arrangements
were made: how the meeting at Subiaco
was actually postponed; and bow the
Prime Minister was approached to speak
at that meeting.

However, the Prime Minister, like all
Ministers, including the present Deputy
Premier, is a very busy man, and his itin-
erary hiad already been arranged. 'Whilst
he was here for a few hours he was to do
a television section, visit the university,
and speak at Forrest Place. He had to do
all that and then be out of the State
again within a few hours. It was not pos-
sible for him to change his itinerary to
suit the farmers, and not reasonable for
the farmers to expect him to do so.

Mr Mopharlin: Nobody denies that he Is
a busy man, but at least he should have
had the courtesy to reply.

Mr JAMIESON: He replied on the Friday
prior to his arrival in Western Australia,
but that fact was hidden from the public
by the Farmers' Union.

Mr McPharlin: He had weeks of notice.
The invitation went out to him weeks be-
forehand.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, and all the other
arrangements had been made weeks before-
hand also.

Mr MoPharlin: He should have had the
courtesy to reply.

Mr JAMIESON: His itinerary was ar-
ranged weeks before when he was In the
State to see the Premier prior to this; and
time just did not allow f or him to meet
the request.

Mr McPharlin: Did he reply?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, he replied on the
Friday before he came to the State.

Mr McPharlln: Had he replied earlier
the farmers would not have been so stirred.

Mr JAMIESON: Had he replied earlier
they still would not have been satisfied.
In any case, I will come to the Deputy
Premier directly, and some of his Idiotic
statements will be fully challenged in a
few moments.

Senator Wriedt, the Minister in charge
of the agricultural affairs of the country,
could not attend the meeting, but he spent
the morning of Monday, the 25th March,
with the executive of the Farmers' Union.
He explained that he could not attend
their meeting that afternoon because he
was involved in another campaign of action
In connection with his own field of work.
If trade unions and like organisations do
not get their own way, of course, they
stack on a dander similar to the one the
farmers started on this occasion and the
farmers think the trade unions are the
worst In the world in this connection.

Mr MoPharlin: Are you clai1ming that
the farmers started the Incident in Forrest
Place?

89



90 ASSEMBLY.I

Mr JAMIESON: Oh, yes. I am claiming
that they started it but I am not claiming
they were responsible for the entire she-
mozzie which developed among a more
violent section later during the meeting.
I blame the irresponsible Young Liberal
movement. I say that advisedly, because
it was not the farmers who were holding
those girls on their shoulders above the
crowd with the brazen, promiscuous ad-
vertisemnent across them proclaiming, "I
am a Liberal lover" indicating that they
were available to everybody. It was fairly
obvious that they were neither farmers
nor Labor members. It was this
quarter of the crowd which had come
along for the spoil and the fun and which
went in over the fire power of the farmers
which caused all the damage.

However, some articles were hurled at
the truck at various times during the
meeting. At one time we sustained bursts
of sheep dung and that sort of thing and
I1 am sure that they were not the product
of the Young Liberals. However, I would
be willing to blame the Young Liberals
for the throwing of other articles. But
what I do take exception to-the Minister
Is still not in the Chamber- are the activi-
ties of the Minister for Labour who went
on television and stated quite openly,
'What is all the fuss about? Only a few
cans were thrown." If they had been
empty cans, we may not have minded It.
But a full Fanta. can is a fairly hefty
weapon and It was lucky for the person
who threw the can which hit the Prime
Minister on the back of the neck, and
which really shook him at the time, that
the can struck him on its flat edge. it
fell and spattered the contents all over me
and the Prime Minister. It was after that
-and rightly so-that he made his re-
marks about cowards. I agree that any-
body who throws cans from a crowd is a
coward.

Mr MePharlin: Could you identify who
threw that can?

Mr JAIESON: No. I could not but I
explained earlier that if a trade union or
any other organisation starts a muck-up
which gets out of control, they are the
ones who are responsible.

Mr Rushton,. Are you suggesting that
they did not start it?

Mr JAMIESON: The honourable member
by his interjection indicates that he has
been asleep for the last five minutes. It
would be a good idea if he went back to
sleep. One cannot Pass these incidents off
just by simple statements on television. If
the can which hit the Prime Minister had
struck end on, it could have split his head
open. There would have been a nice old
barney then. With a bit of blood on the
platform the demonstration would not have
been stopped. it was not the only can
which was thrown.

Mr Davies: The Minister for Pollee did
nothing about the matter.

Mr O'Connor: You are talking through
your hat as usual.

Mr JAMIESON: Had It not been for the
fact that some of the officers; who were
present put their arms up and knocked
away other missiles, the Prime Minister
could have been seriously hurt. One article
was a can of Coca-Cola which came flying
from the crowd and struck the Prime
Minister's security officer on the forearm,
I know that that can was full because it
was still there when the melee cleared and
I picked it up and drank it. So, I certainly
obtained some value out of the incident.
My colleague from Victoria Park who was
entitled to be annoyed after he had been
speaking for a while and could not even
hear himself, made some reference about
a farmer parking his oar and lending him
5c, as a result of which we were showered
with coins. Well, that helped the campaign
a little more.

Mr Davies: Did you get it all?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, I got it all. I
picked it up afterwards. It is amazing
how many people can get out of step with
exactly what did happen at the meeting.
Of course, we had the Premier making
statements later. I think he even made a
news release to the effect that my col-
league, the member for Ascot, was guilty
of some heinous crime In provoking the
people. I investigated that charge later by
looking through the newspaper cuttings on
the incident, because with the noise and
the goings on at the meeting, I doubt
whether many people would have known
much about that and other matters. My
colleague was talking fairly early in the
piece and, as a result of that, his remarks
were picked up by the Press. I suppose
he did make some rather provocative
statements relating to country people. I
should like to repeat them now, whether
they are provocative or not. The report
stated-

The first official speaker, Mr. Mal-
colm Bryce, the member for Ascot,
drew a round of boos and hisses when
he said that the farming community
was grossly over -represented in Parlia-

ment.
And I say it is over-represented.

Mr McPharlin: In what Parliament?
Mr JAMIESON: In this Parliament. A

few minutes later, he received the same
treatment when he accused farmers of not
being very interested In the protection of
the environment. That is a matter of opi-
nion. I might go along with that.
Perhaps we have not been as interested in
the protection of the environment as we
are now, when we see a number of our
streams salting up and when we have all
the problems that are associated with pol-
lution of the environment.

Mr McPharlin: They are more conscious
than they have ever been.
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Mr JAMIESON: It was a statement of
fact. It was provocative and I suppose
it was meant to be provocative. But the
only other thing he kept saying was, "Let's
put things right". Every time he said
that, there was a commotion, and I went
up to him and said, "For goodness sake,
stop saying 'Let's put things right' ".
The Premier came out and stated that
the member for Ascot had provoked the
demonstration, but the Premier was not
at the meeting. He was at Bunbury or
somewhere else and received the informa-
tion secondhand in the news. r suggest
that the Premier be more careful about
where he gets his information, because it
was wrong of him to suggest that the
statements of the member for Ascot pro-voked such hostility. Indications were
that other speakers also provoked the
crowd.

Mr Grayden: I was at the meeting and
for a meeting of its size it was one of the
most orderly I have ever attended.

Mr JAMIESON: Well, one could say that
a riot in Chile where a few hundred people
were killed was, for its size, one of the
most orderly one has attended. Bu~t the
fact is that a lot of people uttered some
complete tripe and the Premier was
amongst them by making his statement
to the Press. Let us look at the doyen
of mediocrity and what he had to say from
the heights of mt. Marshall. I have no
doubt that the atmosphere on top of Mt.
Marshall is rather thin and is liable to
affect one.

Mr MoPharlln: Do you know where Mt.
Marshall is?

Mr JAMIESON, Yes, I do, but I wonder
whether the Deputy Premier does. He said
that he abhorred violence in political form.
In the next paragraph he then went on to
say that this is the only sort of protest the
Government in Canberra would under-
stand. What sort of rubbish and nonsense
is that? Why should the Minister set him-
self up as the judge on what the Canberra
Government would understand? Why
should he say that the people should go
ahead because that Is the only sort of pro-
test the Canberra Government would
understand? What sort of person is he In
the community? Has he any moral fibre at
all? is he a real citizen of this country?

Mr McPhariin: I am asking for more di-
rect action and reaction against It, because
this is the sort of action the people have
supported for years. The people support
this direct action, but when farmers take
direct action you do not like it.

Mr JAMIESON: They do not get to the
stage-

Mr MePharlin: How often have the far-
mers ever done this sort of thing?

Mr JAMIESON: We have seen an Inci-
dent where missiles were thrown to the
danger of those who were on the platform.

Mr McPharlin: And it was not the far-
mers who did that.

Mr JAMIESON: I did not say it was
the farmers, but they have to take the
backlash that follows in the same way as
trade unionists.

Mr MePharlin: This is the first time this
sort of action has been taken by farmers.
They took direct action.

Mr JAMIESON: I wrote to them, be-
cause I thought that seeing they were
able to organise this incident fairly easily
they should be able to organise the pay-
ment of the drycleaning bill for my suit.

Mr Sibson: We will take up a collection
for you afterwards.

Mr JAMIESON: I refer to Mr Eckers-
ley who, until that time, denied that
the farmers had any part in that incident.
He said he regretted he could not accent
any responsibility for the account and per-
haps the blame for it could only be levelled
at a combination of many factors surround-
ing the Forrest Place meeting, of which
the farmers were only a part.

So I have an acknowledgment that they
were Part of it. I have attended some of
the Labor Party rallies in the country
recently and spoken to people attending
them who were in various groups in For-
rest Place on that day. They tried to
understand what was said, but the whole
thing got completely out of hand and it
should never have occurred. Some of the
peorile who attended in Forrest Place would
never have listened to Whitiam no matter
where he went on that day.

Mr Blaikie: He did not have the capa-
city to give an explanation of the policies
he had enunciated.

Mr JAMIESON: The finger-waving no-
hoper member for Vasse can go back and
put Fome soil on the foreshore of his
electorate to keep some people safe even
if it does not save him from anything.
In the case of Whitlam and his various
policies, he stande up to them very well.
I have my disagreements with the Prime
Minister. I do not suppose there is any
Western Au' trallan politician who has had
more disagreements with him, but I believe
in giving everyone a fair go. I believe in
giving the Western Australian Premier a
fair go, and I believe that the Western
Australian eitizenr did not give the Prime
Minister a fair go in Forrest Place, and
It was to their absolute shame that the
situation occurred and developed aq it did.
We cannot look back with pride on what
occurred on that day and newspapers all
around the world published reports ex-
pressing deep condemnation of what hap-
pened irre peetive of the political view-
point they usually publish.

We have to ensure that such an incident
does not occur again. I do not wish to see
any Police State in exictence. r think
People should be able to control them-
selves. I do not like confrontations by
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police. I objected to them when we were
in office ourselves. Confrontation does not
overcome any problem. We saw this more
recently in this State in regard to another
matter. I agree the Police should be in
attendance to keep the peace. On the day
of the incident in Forrest Place the police
conducted themselves as well as they could.

I asked a few of them if they could take
a loud hailer from a couple of farmers
who obviously had not obtained permission
to use it in Forrest Place and who were
causing a terrible row. However, there were
300 or 400 people between the police offi-
cers and the farmers in question and they
were not able to get through the crowd to
reach them.

Following the speech made by my col-
league, the member for Victoria Park,
no-one would know what was said by the
other 1peakers had he not heard replays of
the recordings, because those in atten-
dance at the meeting could not hear what
was said. if the members of this House
doubt me they can ask some of the re-
porters in the Press Gallery who, on that
day, were as close to the speakers as they
are to me now whilst they are sitting in
the Press Gallery. Afterwards, when they
saw the various reports published in the
Press as to what the various speakers had
said, the reporters said, "It beats us how
they knew what was said, because we did
not hear a. word." Further, I was as close
to the speaker as I am now to the Hansard
reporter and I can assure members that
the noise was so intense even I could not
hear the speakers.

However, the person in charge of the
TV recording had a microphone taped to
the official microphone, on which he
was able to record the speech made by
Mr Daly and also part of Mr Whbitlam's
speech until he used the hand microphone
and the recording was no longer available.
Nevertheless it was only by the means of
that recording that the statement was
made and not as a result of what was
heard by those present- I could not hear
what Mr Daly said and I was on the plat-
form with him.

Mr Grayden: I heard what he said.

Mr JAMIESON: The Minister may have
those supersonic ears.

Mr Grayden: Why did thousands of
people stand listening for an hour and
a half?

Mr JAMIESON: That is what I want to
know. Nobody could hear. The tonsils of
many people were flying up their throats
because they were all throwing their voices
to where the microphone was situated. I
was dealing with the Minister for Labor
and Industry a while ago when he made
some inane statement about when he dis-
cussed this matter of empty cans being
thrown.

Mr Grayden: Yes, hundreds of them
were thrown.

Mr ,JAMIESON: These were not empty
cans.

Mr Grayden: In this instance it was
only one can.

Mr JAMIESON: I will repeat what I
said when the Minister was absent a while
ago. One can was warded off by one of Mr
Whitlam's protectors and it was still full
at that time. The Minister need not give
me all that malarkey that there was only
one can, because they were coming thick
and heavy.

Mr Glrayden: Were they full cans?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, they were full.
This is where the danger arises when
people throw missiles such as that.

Mr Grayden:, In one football match in
Victoria hundreds of cans were thrown.

Mr JAIESON: That does not make
this Incident any better.

Mr Grayden: It does not make this
a national incident.

Mr JAMIESON: It does when they are
thrown at the Prime Minister's head. It
was regarded in that way all around the
world. It is quite all right, I suppose, if
one wants to represent that sort of com-
munity, but that is up to the Minister.

Mr Grayden: There was another in-
cident at Surfers Paradise the other day
that was not reported.

Mr JAMIESON: I cannot help that.
However I do Say that once the Premier
initiated the inquiry he should have gone
ahead and done something about releas-
ing the report to the public, because if
this is not done it is generally thought
that something is being hidden and, in
fairness to all concerned, the report should
have been made public as soon as it was
presented. To state that it would be
detrimental to the police in that they
would not be able to give a reliable report
in the future is a lot of eyewash. That
has nothing to do with it. They are there
as servants to make a report. They make
a report as they see fit and it is then made
available to the public.

As I stated earlier, I have no hesita-
tion In saying that I found no fault
with the police who were there. They
could not handle the situation.

Mr Grayden: They did not have to.
They were standing there with their arms
folded. How many police were there-120?

Mr JAMIESON: I am not complaining
about the police. The Minister Is.

Mr Grayden: There were no incidents.
Mr JAMIESON: The situation which

developed was a bad one. The jostling
and punching had to be seen to be believed.
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Mr Grayden: Goodness gracious me!
What an exaggeration! What? one tiny
little incident or something?

Mr JAMIESON: Now then! When the
Prime Minister was getting down off the
truck, had it not been for the fellows
alongside him warding off the blows, he
would have got plenty.

Mr Grayden: That is an exaggeration.

Mr JAMITESON: No.

Mr Grayden: There was a surging
crowd!

Mr JAMIESON: Surging with closed
fists!F My colleague said to me at the time.
"Look at those people down there. They
are in such a frenzy they could kill."
Those were his very words.

Mr Davies: You should have seen their
faces.

Mr JAMIESON: This was the experience
there and it was not very pleasant because
not only were our people on the back of
the truck. We had old ladies there. They
were sitting everywhere. The crowd had
no regard for them. They were reaching
over the top of them and screaming.
They had gone past the pale.

One of those who introduced them-
selves to me can be clearly recognised in
one of the TV sequences. He is one of the
executives of the Farmers' Union and half-
way through the melee he said, "If you
get Whitlamn to go to Sublaco, I will stop
this nonsense." I said, "Listen fellow,
what you do not understand is mob
psychology.' They had gone too far. They
could not be stopped. This was the situa-
tion at that time and that was shortly
after Mr Whitlamn had arrived. The early
speakers should not have been subjected
to the barrage they experienced. They did
not do anything wrong initially until they
were put in the position where they had
to answer back. If the member for Wel-
lington is ever speaking in Forrest Place,
I hope she receives far more courteous
treatment from the city dwellers than
Mrs Vaughan received from country dwell-
ers who gave her a very good baptism
under fire.

Mr Grayden: The crowd was full of
women who did not bother to leave be-
cause there was no occasion to do so.

Mr May: They could not get out.

Mr JAMIESON: No-one could move or
do anything. I am surprised at the Min-
ister's attitude. I think he must have
viewed the meeting from his Morawa
farm.

Mr May: I can confirm from where he
viewed it because I was standing by him
on the other side of Forrest Place.

Mr Grayden: I do not know where you
were, but I moved out.

Mr May: You did not move too far.

-Mr JAMIESON: In any case, any state-
ments made by the Government were very
weak. The incident was unnecessary and
should not have been countenanced by
those associated with the political move-
ment. It Is a bit beyond the pale for the
statement to be made that this is the
only sort of protest which would be
countenanced.

The argument spread to the Senate
where one of our former members, now
the President of the Country Party, had
a few words to say about what other people
stated. Even as late as a week ago our
friend Eckersley was over at a meeting in
the east and evidently he sold those
present the Idea that it was Daly who
made the remarks about the farmers with
their motorcars. He then provoked our
friend Senator Wreidt into saying that
this was a bad thing and he did not like
having to put up with it. Of course Daly
had not said that at all. It was my col-
league from Victoria Park who was In-
volved In that little skirmish.

Mr Grayden: The member for Clontarf--

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member has five more minutes.

Mr JAMIESON: The member for
where?

Mr. Grayden: The member for Clontarf
can tell you whether he heard the speech
if he was standing on the other side of
Forrest Place, which is 20 yards away. He
can tell you whether he heard the speech.

Mr May: I couldn't hear the speech.
Mr JAMIESON;: The Minister is the only

one with supersonic ears. of all those
there, including the Press and others who
were well placed at the meeting, the Min-
ister is the only one who was able to hear
the speech. This remarkable ability to hear
seems to be associated only with this par-
ticular occasion.

The whole incident was a sad one for
this State and I hope that nothing similar
will ever occur again. The country folk
need their city cousins, and vice versa, and
they must realise this. Those in one area
cannot start pushing their barrow ahead
of those in the other or they will cause a
split between those in the country and
those in the town. It would be undesirable
for this to occur, but this meeting did
just that. As the writers have said, the
incident was responsible for a record num-
ber of letters being written to the Press.
The letters were divided into two groups.
The country people-many of them un-
informed because they were not there-put
their view and those from the metropoli-
tan area, who were there, expressed a6
counter view.

Mr Grayden: The whole Incident was,
hopelessly exaggerated.

Mr JAMIESON: The whole incident was
not exaggerated. If the can, on its edge,
had hit the Prime Minister and split his
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skull, hell would have been let loose that
day. If the M~inister thinks that is fair
play, I do not.

Mr Grayden: I do not condone that
action at all.

MIR MAY (Clontarf) (11.17 pm.]: I
would like to bring to the notice of the
House the present seething discontent in
the community regarding the Government's
proposed Increase in electricity charges.
I will deal with the announced increased
charges at a more appropriate tine, but at
this stage I would like to make a last-
minute appeal to the Premier, the Minis-
ter, and the State Electricity Commission
to give some urgent consideration to en-
able the consumers to pay for the in-
creased electricity charges as from the 1st
August. The fact that this Govern-
ment has decided to invoke retrospectivity
in this matter is a shocking indictment of
it. It is bad enough that the charges will
be increased over a period when the aver-
age consumer uses more electricity than
at any other time of the year because of
the Inclement weather.

In 1971 the Tonkin Government in-
creased electricity charges. It was an-
nounced In October that the Increase
would take effect as from the 1st Novem-
ber. At that particular time the Minister
of the day indicated that the consumers
would have to pay retrospectively at the
higher rate for the electricity that had
been used Prior to the 1st November. The
matter was taken to Cabinet and the
Premier of the day decided that It would
be unfair to ask householders to pay-in
some cases for up to three months--the
cost of electricity at the higher rate.

I would ask the Premier to have a look
at this matter because it has created a
deal of concern In the metropolitan area.
I believe the Premier would be justified in
giving further consideration to this ques-
tion. After all, we heard about the pro-
posed increases only last week In response
to a question I asked in this House. The
fact that the increases will commence on
Thursday morning Is enough justffication
for giving the matter more thought. There
should be some way by which the State
Electricity Commission can, on a pro rata
basis, assess the amount of electricity used
prior to the 1st August and the amount
used after that date.

However, when the Tonkin Government
was in power the increases were charged
as from the 1st November and It was de-
cided that if the meter was read one week
after the 1st November then the one week
would be charged at the higher rate and
the preceding 12 weeks would be ch arged
at the cheaper rate. If that could be done
In 1971 surely to goodness it can be done
at this time. The SEC stated, in 1971,
that it would be very difficult to assess the
charges on a -pro rata basis. It was claimed
that it would be far too Involved. How-
ever, the Premier Insisted that the Increase

would be far too much for the average
consumer and sent it back. The SEC
then came back with a method of assess-
ing the charges, So, if it could be done
in 1971 surely It can be done now.

I might add that in 1971 it amounted to
a loss of $550 000 to the SEC. That was
5550 000 which the Tonkin Government did
not receive in order to help the consumers
who were required to pay the extra charge.
The extra charge at that time would have
been far less than now because it occurred
during the summer months. The present
increase will take effect in the winter
season so I would like the Premier to look
at this matter.

The only reason I have spoken to this
motion is to draw attention to this prob-
lem. I feel there Is a desperate need for
the Government to look into the situation.
Today I asked a question regarding the
increased electricity charges, and whether
they would be assessed at the old rate
which applied prior to the 1st August.
The reply was that the charges would be
assessed at the new rate, retrospectively.

I was very fortunate because I received
my gas bill on Friday last. I was charged
at the old rate but a person who receives
his bill on Friday of this week will have
to pay at the new rate for all electricity
and gas used in the past three months.
That Is ridiculous In the extreme, One
section of the community will pay at the
cheaper rate and any other section will pay
at the higher rate. So I consider there Is
aL case for the Government to examine.

I might mention that when this matter
was before the House in 1971 the Govern-
ment of the day was criticised for in-
creasing electricity charges. However, that
is what the present Government now in-
tends to do. There were a considerable
number of comments at that time and one
to which I will refer appears on page 1916
of Haznsard for that year. It is as follows-

Why cannot the Government salv-
age something from this situation and
reconsider it in the interests of the
people Instead of fooling them again?
The averaging system could work. The
people believe that the rise in prices
will operate from the 1st November
when in fact It will have retrospective
application. Why does he not take
some action to avoid this in the In-
terests of the people his Government
purports to represent?

That statement was made by a previous
Minister in the Liberal Party. If he felt
then there was some justification for elec-
tricity charges to receive further review I
am sure the members on the Government
side would agree with him now.

I do not Intend to delay the House
further. I simply want to Indicate to the
Government that we on this side would
like an examination of the situation
because it is unfair for one section of the
community to receive electricity at a lower
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rate than another section. I ask the Pre-
mier to look Into the matter and, if pos-
sible, do something about charging on a
pro ralta basis for all electricity used prior
to the 1st August of this year.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) 11125 p.m.]: The debate we
have had on the Supply Bill is running
true to form. I almost thought we had
put the clock back to 1959 when we first
came into Government and Supply Bills
were then hotly contested on occasions.
When in Opposition we remembered the
lessons we learnt from the Labor Party
when it was in Opposition.

I want to say that some of the points
raised were rather interesting because of
the fact that there did not seem to be the
desire to appreciate the situation we have
in Australia today. The member for Vic-
toria Park got closest to it but for the
wrong reason.

Mr Davies: I did not speak to the de-
bate. The Speaker said that members
cannot allude to previous debate.

The SPEAKER: Yes, that is right.

Point of Order

Mr DAVIES: On a point of order, Mr
Speaker, have you not stated that a speaker
cannot allude to an earlier debate which
has taken piace in this House?

The SPEAKER: That Is not a point of
order. It is true that a member is not
supposed to allude to another debate which
has occurred in the same session.

Mr Davies: Thank you, Sir.

Debate Resumed
Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, Mr

Speaker, I will approach the matter in an-
other way and say what I intended to say
but not with reference to the member for
Victoria Park. The point I am trying to
make is that in spite of all the figures
which the Leader of the Opposition pro-
duced he realiy did nothing more than
demonstrate that the situation in which
he found himself in 1971 was not a bad
situation at all. In fact, he inherited not
only a very strong Treasury, but he also
inherited a situation at the national level
which was quite different from what It Is
today for two very good reasons.

First of all, after the McMahon Adinin-
Istratlon commenced he found himself
dealing with a Prime minister who, having
been a Treasurer previously, no doubt had
some sympathy for the Premiers and
Treasurers from the various States. He
had a fairly practical Way of arriving at
a situation which enabled the States to
plan their Budgets in a reasonable fash-
ion. There was also another reason.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: He did not do any-
thing of the sort. He left us with aL deficit
exceeding $4 million. That is not a bal-
anced Budget.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Within reason-
able proportions. The Leader of the
Opposition then had a Government in
Canberra which believed in the Federal
system. Today it is an entirely different
situation. We have a Government which
does not believe in the Federal system. It
is anxious to get rid of the States and,
therefore, Its attitude to State problems
is quite different.

For instance, I refer to the attitude of
the Prime Minister to the problems of the
railways In a State such as New South
Wales which has a deficit in excess of
$170 million looming up. The Prime Minis-
ter said, "Give your railways to me." It
was not to be on the basis of any great
joy to the State because it was to be left
with the losses which had been incurred.
The losses were to be taken out of grants.
It was anything but a generous proposi-
tion; the Prime Minister wanted to get the
railways, We have further evidence.

Mr O'Connor: Give them the ralways
and leave us with the losses.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So we have an
entirely different situation. We have a
centralist Federal Government which
wants to get rid of the States and, there-
fore, It is completely unsympathetic. It
has even taken away the $25 million
supplementary grant given to the States
last year, and also the additional $3.5
million which was granted to the Tonkin
Goverrnent for two years. That grant
was not even continued after the formula
ran out this year.

This is the situation In which we find
ourselves, We also find ourselves with a
Government In Canberra which does not
care about Inflation. It is beginning to
talk about it more than it did before but
even as late as the election campaign fol-
lowing the double dissolution it took a lot
of Prodding from the public, the Oppo-
sition, and the Press before it would even
talk about inflation as an issue.

I was rather staggered-in fact, I was
horrified-at the comments of the De-
puty Leader of the Opposition tonight.
He seemed to adopt the attitude, "What
does a bit of Inflation matter? What does
a lot of Inflation matter?" I could not be-
lieve that a man who is now the deputy
leader and aspires to be the leader of his
Party in this State would adopt that at-
titude towards Inflation. A country cannot
be run In that way. We have in Canberra
a Government which is quite different
from the one which confronted the Tonkin
Government in 1971-72.

Mr Hartrey: That Is a good thing, too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to make
the observation that that particular Com-
monwealth Government did care about in-
flation.

Mr T. D. Evans: The Gorton Govern-
ment?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: We had a long
period of Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment In Canberra which averaged some-
thing like 2k per cent inflation. When that
Government saw inflation getting up to
nearly 7 per cent, it did something about
it, and handed it to the present Admin-
istration at about 4 per cent.

It is interesting to read the comments
of a Prominent union leader today to the
effect that there Is no need to assume
Australia Is Importing its inflation. His
remarks are very pertinent. There are
circumstances in Australia which are
quite different from those in other coun-
tries, and we are not getting the benefit
of them at the present time.

I am of the opinion that Canberra wants
the Present rate of inflation because it
helps the Government towards its social-
ist objectives. Inflation makes it easier to
budget because the Government has more
money coming into its coffers, and on a
"paper" basis it will be able to meet some
of the extravagant commitments it has
entered into as part of Its total socialist
objective.

Mr Jamieson: You might not be a bad
accountant but you are a very bad econ-
omist.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of
the Opposition kept referring to our prom-
ises and the cost of them. I tell him that
in representing our case to the Common-
wealth to try to get some relief, we started
from the budgetary figures which the
Leader of the Opposition left me and
which were summarised in the minute of
the 2nd March to which we referred
earlier this evening. Nothing was included
for the implementation of our major prom-
ises. So we are not dealing with a question
of asking the Commonwealth Government
to bear some of our promises to the
electors. When the Under-Treasurer put
the figures in front of the then Premier,
now the Leader of the Opposition, he
made it clear that he had not included
anything for the cost of the Promises made
by either of the two major Parties In the
State election.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Hut it is Perfectly clear
to me. with my knowledge of the Treas-
ury. that your taxation and charges are
higher than they would otherwise be , to
enable you to pay for the Promises because
you cannot get the money from the Com-
monwealth.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is the
guess of the Leader of the Opposition.
and when we bring down our Budget later
this session-

Mr Davies: You will have higher taxes
to Pay for them.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -it will be very
interesting to hear the reaction of the
Leader of the Opposition when he sees
spelt out the manner In which we propose
to handle our finances and any costs in-

corPorated in the Budget as a result of
the promises we made during the State
election campaign.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: To take two Items, you
do not know the cost of the highway
patrol, and the Minister for Industrial
Development said this afternoon he did
not know the cost of the education pro-
gramme.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us leave
those items to the Budget. That is why
we have a Budget and departmental
Estimates. When they come down members
will see the whole story. For that reason
I am anxious that there should be plenty
of time for discussion of the Budget, and I
hope we can manoeuvre our Notice Paper,
with co-operation from the other side, to
ensure that members have time to study
the details. It will be good for the Mini-
isters, the Opposition, and the Parliament.
When we bring down the Budget and the
Estimates, I look forward to members of
the Opposition, as well as those on our
side, being able to spend time studying the
details, and the more questions the better.
It will not do the Government any harm,
and It will be good for the Opposition and
the Parliament.

I do not want to take too long In reply-
ing, but the member for Warren was very
critical of certain aspects of our admin-
istration directly related to agriculture and,
particularly in his opening comments, to
the question of slaughtering charges. I
remind him that, in a desire to assist the
situation, the Government set aside some
$600 000, divided equally between the two
major works, In order to keep costs down
and help them with their losses. We could
easily have left them to finance them-
selves and get themselves out of their
mess, but that was a demonstration of our
sincerity of purpose in the matter.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: When did you pay
that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: From the
amount set aside at the end of the year
when we announced the slaughtering
charges.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Was that paid out of
the revenue I left?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was paid out
of the Budget.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: If it was paid in the
last financial year which ended on the
30th June, it must have been included in
the accounts for that year.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope It was.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: Do not dodge it in that

way. Was it or was it not?
Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope It was.

That was my Intention.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: Why are you claim-

ing the credit for it? If the financial
position finished more than $1 million
better than I indicated to Parliament, you
are not entitled to any credit for it.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: We are just as
much entitled to it as the leader of the
Opposition is because we had to run the
Budget until the end of the year. I can
assure the Leader of the Opposition we
were not idle in those three months.

The member for Morley dealt mainly
with education. His point about refuse,
disposal is noted because it is in the
policy of our own party to have some re-
search done in this matter. We are facing
a situation-not immediately but in the
foreseeable future-when something must
be done about it.

Some of the other speakers dealt at
great length with the incident at Forrest
Place. It was a regrettable incident and
I do not suppose we will ever know the
full cause of it. There were faults in many
places and it is one of those things we
hope will not happen again. I, for one,am not prepared to stand by and let the
farmers take the entire blame.

Mr J, T. Tonkin: A number wrote to
me and said it was a definite protest on
their part.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They made a
protest, but I am speaking about the ugly
incidents of which much was made by
the member for Ascot and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

The member for Clontarf spoke mainly
about the SEC charges. The Minister for
Electricity-which title he must have until
the legislation is amended-has made it
clear why the charges were imposed on
such a basis. However, I will have an-
other talk with him to see whether any
relief can be given in a practical way, but
I do not hold out much hope for that at
the moment.

Mr May: Is that becaus? you are find-
log difficulty in arranging the pro rat a
basis?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I understand
there are some practical difficulties.

Mr May: It was done in 1971. Why not
now?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will have a
talk with the Minister but I am not hold-
ing out much hope in view of the in-
formation given to me

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I thought you were
going to put things right.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is what
we are doing.

Mr Jamieson: The general manager
said gas would become cheaper, not dearer.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not pro-
pose to labour this matter any more.
Members on the other side have had an
opportunity to air their grievances and
they will have many more opportunities
to do so when we deal with the Estimates.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charles Court (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 11.44 p.m.

ilaniutainr Councril
Wednesday, the 31st July, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (15): ON NOTICE
1.

2.

FLOOD DAMAGE
Carnarvon

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the Min-
ister for Health:
(1) (a) Has any survey been cardied

out and an estimate made of
damage caused by the recent
flooding of the Gascoyne River
in Carnarvon;

(b) if not, is One Contemplated?
(2) What is Government policy re-

garding such flood damage?
The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:
(1) (a) and (b) A survey of the

damage caused by flooding of the
Gascoyne River is in progress.

(2) Government action will depend
upon the nature and extent of the
damage and consideration of the
damage report.

RAILWAYS
Derailments

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTIT, to the
Minister for Health:

(1) In view of a statement made on
television on the 29th February,
1974, by the Commissioner for
Railways, indicating he agreed
with the submission of the West-
ern Australian Amalgamated So-
ciety of Railway Employees that
the rail used in the original Con-
struction of the standard gauge
track was too light, does the Gov-
ernment intend to re-lay the track
with a heavier rail?

(2) How many derailments have oc-
curred since the introduction of
cyclic maintenance on standard
gauge, main and branch lines?
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